
 

Is the Bible true?  
 
Expect to be asked this if you’re a DiscipleMaker. It may show 
genuine curiosity or open contempt. Someone of another 

faith might depreciate the Bible so they can elevate their sacred writings. 
Whatever the motivation, be prepared to answer (1 Pt 3.15-16). (If asked right now, 
is the Bible true?, how would you respond? Take time to organize your thoughts before 

reading on.) Btw, this question may be your own. We all need confidence in the 
Bible in order to keep following Jesus and discipling others. (How confident – scale 
of 1-10 – are you in the Bible’s reliability? How did/would you become confident? Share 

your journey with others if appropriate.) You’re defending the faith (Jude 1.3) by 
answering this question. Someone must – you get to! God gave us reason and 
logic. Use them to research and respond. 
 
Talking points (fit these concepts together like puzzle pieces until you glimpse the full 
picture) 
The Bible claims to be the word of God. Many books state, This is a book of fiction. 
All characters appearing in this work are fictitious. Any resemblance to real persons, 

living or dead, is purely coincidental. The Bible explicitly states it’s God’s Word, God’s 
revelation to humanity. (2 Tm 3.16, Heb 4.12, Jn 10.35, 2 Pt 1.20-21 and others). The 
phrase thus says the Lord is used over 400 times. (This isn’t the end of the discussion, 
but it’s a good beginning. The Bible says it’s God’s Word – let’s verify the claim.)  
One theme. The Bible was written over a period of nearly 2000 years by over 40 
authors. Remarkably, it has a single unifying message. Its big story includes why 
humans exist (to know and worship God), how humanity is separated from God (a 
rebellious, independent spirit), and how God prepares a way back to him (Christ 
Jesus’ perfect life, substitutionary death and miraculous resurrection). (It’s helpful 
to know what the Bible isn’t. It’s not an encyclopedia – no mention of penguins or the 
Great Wall of China. Nor dinosaurs. It’s not a farming manual or a science text. It’s a 
God-book, with one focus: God’s dealings with rebellious humanity. It’s true to the 
theme.) 
 

MAPS* 



 

Manuscripts The Bible is replete with thousands of manuscripts (mss), a number 
unparalleled in ancient literature. There are more than 14,000 OT mss and 
fragments. Same with the NT, with 20-25,000 mss and fragments, 5000 from the 
1st century. We don’t possess the originals (called autographs), perhaps because 
people would have venerated them like the supposed “relics of the cross”. We do 
have many, many copies, making it possible to get back to the original documents. 
(You just received txt msgs from 3 friends:  

H*y, you j**t w*n the lo**ery! and.  
He*, y*u *ust won *he *ott**ry! and  
*ey, *o* just wo* th* l*tter*!  

Figure it out? Yep. Welcome to the world of mss and textual criticism, using multiple 
texts to arrive at the original message. This is what scholars do to ensure the accuracy of 
the Bible). There is no body of ancient literature in the world which enjoys such a wealth 
of good textual attestation as the New Testament. F.F. Bruce, The NT documents: are 
they Reliable? (Have confidence in textual reliability, the transmission of God’s Word 
from antiquity to now. The copyists took their task very seriously. It’s not “full of 
errors”.) 
Archeology Excavations confirm the historicity of the Bible., Archeological digs 
verify many biblical details, including names of kings, location of cities, the 
empires, battles fought, etc. (Have confidence that the Bible is grounded in historical 
facts. It’s not fiction, not made-up.) No archeological discovery has ever controverted a 
Biblical reference. Scores of archeological findings have been made which confirm in 
clear outline or in exact detail historical statements in the Bible. (Dr Nelson Glueck, 

archeologist). The archeologist Sir William Ramsey set out to prove the NT wrong, 
focusing on the historical book, Acts. After extensive excavations, he determined 
Acts to be accurate. [There are] reasons for placing the author of Acts among the 

historians of the first rank. (Sir William Ramsay). His research was so convincing, he 
became a Christian (more here) (Have confidence in the biblical authors’ historical 

reliability.) (If you’re intrigued, do more research. Eg here)  
Prophecy The Bible makes hundreds of prophecies (predictions), and fulfills them. 
(Let’s make a prediction, One year from today at high noon we’ll meet on the 
observational floor of the Eiffel Tower in Paris. You’ll be holding a yellow umbrella. Think 
it’ll happen? Fat chance. That’s the risk in predictions. They’re easy to make but must 
come true. If they do, they have persuasive power. Bible predictions happen!)  

http://pleaseconvinceme.com/2012/the-new-testament-is-archaeologically-verifiable/
http://www.bible-archeology.com/p/truth-shall-spring-out-of-earth.html


 

Examples: destruction of major cities like Tyre (Ezek 26), Babylon conquering Judah 
(Is 39.3-7), Jews in exile 70 years (Jer 29.8ff). (The Bible is explicit: fulfilled prophecy 
proves God’s active, accurate involvement in history, Is 41.21-23, 44.7-8. We should use 

it too) You’ll find over 120 distinct predictions about Jesus in the OT. He’d be born 
in Bethlehem (Mic 5.2), crucified (Ps 22.12-18), pierced with a spear (Zech 12.10), 
buried with the wealthy (Is 53.9). Daniel predicts the coming Messiah in his 70 
weeks prophecy (Dan 9). Centuries after, the predictions happened. How? It’s God, 
it’s his Word, it’s reliable! (Only God can promise and produce results hundreds of 

times. Have confidence in the prophecy promises of the Bible.) (If you want more, 
there’s this)  
Statistics The odds are astronomical that hundreds of OT prophecies would turn 
out true. Select just 8 of the predictions about the Messiah. The chances are 1 in 
1017 are that all of them were fulfilled in one man (Jesus). Take 48 of them (there’s 
many more...). The chances now increase to 1 in 10157, staggeringly impossible 
odds. The prophecies didn’t happen by accident or chance. (Have confidence in the 
design of the Bible. It’s God’s clear, verifiable record of how he’ll rescue and reclaim this 

lost planet). (to learn more about statistics, read here and here) 
 
Jesus Our Lord treated the Bible as God’s Word. It was historically accurate to him 
(Mt 12.40; 24.37). The Scriptures were genuine, couldn’t be broken/altered. (Jn 

10.35). They were his final authority, as seen during the Temptation (Mt. 4.4-10). 
Jesus was an actual historic figure who lived and died. He rose again, the miracle 
that confirms the entire theme of the Bible. If this is true, and it is, then his view of 
the Scriptures has great power to affirm the Bible.  (Be confident in Jesus and in his 
confidence in the reliability of the Bible) 
  
Changed lives This is subjective, but valid, when added to the other concepts. 
(Don’t start with this, but it’s good as a wrap up.) The Bible is reliable because it does 
what it promises: brings rebels back to God. It transforms sinners into saints, 
leading them to repent before God and believe in Jesus. It’s the world’s best seller 
for a reason: changed lives. The biblical example: Saul, nemesis of Christ, who 
became Paul the missionary (1 Tim. 1.15-17) (And today? You’re Exhibit A...) 
 

http://www.evidenceforchristianity.org/the-role-of-prophecy-in-christian-apologetics/
http://carm.org/prophecy-bible-and-jesus
http://www.equip.org/articles/bible-reliability-m-a-p-s-to-guide-you-through-bible-reliability/


 

And don’t forget... 
The Word says, The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”  (Rev 22.17a) We’re the bride, 
attempting to put the puzzle pieces together to indicate the Bible’s reliability. Let’s 
depend on the Spirit. He’s the one who convicts and convinces (Jn 16.8-11).  (Such a 
great partnership! Do your best, let the Spirit do the rest.)  
 

* MAPS is a Bible Answer Man (CRI) acrostic 
- check equip.org for more detail 

 
 


