
From January to November 2013, 26 new churches were started 
or affiliated with the CNBC, for a total of 310 churches/plants.

CNBC Mission: We are churches in covenant giving ourselves away to advance the Kingdom of God. 
CNBC Vision: 1,000 healthy, Kingdom-focused churches by the year 2020.
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What does being  
a pastor have to do 
with superheroes?
I love superheroes. When I was a kid 

I had all the superhero comics, from 
Batman to Flash. I imagined being with 
them and couldn’t help wondering what 
it would be like to be them. To be able to 
do extraordinary superhuman feats and 
be admired by the masses was a little 
kid’s unrealistic dream, of course never 
realized. My favourite superhero was 
Superman. 

When I grew up, I became a pastor.
What does being a pastor have to do 
with superheroes? At first I thought the 
two had very little in common, but I  
have changed my mind. Let’s take a 
look at the varied expectations people 
place on pastors. 

A pastor is expected to be: a shep-
herd, a gifted leader, a visionary, a 
big-picture person, a detail person, a 
prophet, an evangelist, an insightful 
teacher, a dynamic preacher/speaker, a 
relational person who loves people—but 
not a people pleaser—a leader who 
can make hard decisions, a charismatic 
leader, a compassionate person who 
feels people’s hurts, and a person of 
faith who has a strong walk with God. 

The pastor is also expected to be: 
a conservative, reliable, responsible 

administrator; able to lead a building 
program; a talented organizer and pro-
moter; a conservative financial man-
ager—and well dressed. 

In addition, the pastor should love, 
relate well to and attract people of all 
ages: from babies, children, youth and 
young adults to senior adults. He should 
be respected in the community—but not 
haughty or arrogant—and he 
should be comfortable lead-
ing every area of ministry. 
And of course, he should 
have a model marriage and 
healthy family. The list could 
go on ... .

Could it be that we have 
increased the expectations 
attached to being a pastor 
to the point where only a 
superhero pastor could ever 
measure up? Could it be that we have 
discouraged pastors out there who are 
trying to meet these expectations when 
only Jesus could ever measure up to 
most of them?

“And He gave some as apostles, 
and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints 

for the work of service, to the building up 
of the body of Christ” (Eph 4:11-12).

I love this scripture because it brings 
me back to God’s plan for ministry. God 
calls and equips people with multiple gifts 
in order that the saints themselves can be 
equipped to do the ministry. 

Apostles are to equip the saints; 
prophets are to equip the saints; evange-

lists are to equip the saints. 
Pastors and teachers are 
there to equip the saints to 
do the ministry—not to do the 
ministry for the saints. Notice 
that there are at least four 
different groups of leaders to 
do the equipping of the saints 
and therefore even the equip-
ping task is assigned to more 
than just the pastor. 

In the church the super-
hero is Jesus who is the head of the 
church. The church is full of ministers 
whom Christ uses as His body to be 
equipped by the leaders who themselves 
have different gifts. Put all these leaders 
and saints together with all their gifted-
ness, and you have the super body of 
Christ, the church. Pastor, you don’t need 
to be Superman!

Could it be that 
we have increased 
the expectations 
attached to being 
a pastor to the 
point where 
only a superhero 
pastor could ever 
measure up? 

Canada Connect
Take Church Out of the Building

Encourage your church to show Christmas kindness

        
  Scotch tape              hot chocolate giveaway               

gifts for homeless                 p
rovide a holiday taxi

Apply for Canada Connect Christmas grant–mmorgan@cnbc.ca–Deadline December 6, 2013.

More ideas at: outreachmagazine.com/ideas/winter/3172-Christmas-Kindness.html
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Church plants venture out on mission
By Frank Stirk
DELTA, BC—Two church plants in the 
WestCoast Baptist Association may still 
have much to do to just get started, but 
that has not stopped them from going  
on mission.

Zona Cero Baptist Ministries, a 
Spanish-speaking church in Delta, was 
less than a year old when it undertook a 
mission trip to Nicaragua. And The Point 
Church, while growing to three locations 
in the Lower Mainland, has also served in 
South Africa. 

“I see in these young churches not an 
agenda of preservation, but an agenda of 
surrender,” said Ray Woodard, NAMB’s 
Lead Church Planting Catalyst for B.C. 
“It’s incredibly encouraging.”

“They’re choosing to see God’s activity 
on a global scale, as just an extension 
of what they’re doing locally,” he added. 
“What you see them doing globally just 
reflects what they’re doing locally, and 
what they’re doing globally impacts how 
they do it locally.”

Zona Cero’s testimony is that if a 
church plant is obedient to God’s call to 
go to another country, He will make it 
possible—even if they have no money  
for missions.

“I always say to people that the money 
is not important,” said Pastor Carlos 
Pulgarin. “What’s important is your 
passion and your heart. If you have the 
passion in your heart for people, God will 
provide all the money all the time.”

In July 2012, only seven months after 
he planted the church, Pulgarin felt led 
to take the gospel to the poverty-stricken 
people of Nicaragua. Its 60 members 

took on the task of raising 
the necessary funds through 
prayer and various activi-
ties. Pulgarin and the three 
women who committed to  
go with him all paid their  
own airfare. 

They left in November 
for Palacagüina, a small 
town struggling with poverty, 
disease and hunger about 
a four-hour drive from 
Managua, Nicaragua’s capital. They took 
along clothes, shoes, bicycles, packets of 
staple food items, and a generous supply 
of medicine.

“I was talking with my family doctor,” 
said Pulgarin. “He is from Nicaragua. He 
told me, ‘Go for it. I can help you. Do you 
need my signature?’ I received from an 
international organization around $8,000 
worth of medicine, and he doubled that. It 
was incredible.”

Yet the main emphasis of the trip was 
an evangelistic campaign in cooperation 
with local churches that included lead-
ership training and three worship ser-
vices. “Every night we had around 2,500 
people,” he said. “I preached every night 
and around 80 people prayed to receive 
Jesus Christ as Saviour.”

The Point felt a similar motivation 
when nine of its members travelled to 
South Africa—the birthplace of its pastor, 
Victor Thomas and his wife, Candice—
last May. Launched at Simon Fraser 
University in Burnaby in 2002, it has 
now expanded to two more campuses in 
Coquitlam and Vancouver.

“We very much believe in Acts 1:8,” 
said Thomas. “And we don’t just talk 
about Acts 1:8, we live it out, even though 
we are still a church plant. Obviously 
we’re trying to start churches around 
‘Jerusalem,’ but this is our first group to 
go ‘to the ends of the earth.’”

Most of their mission activities were 
centred on the ministries of King of Kings, 
the church in Cape Town where his father 
is the pastor. These included working 
with a large HIV/AIDS ministry called 
Living Hope, helping a church plant run 

community outreach festivals, and train-
ing youth and student workers how to 
teach the Alpha course. 

“It was really a jam-packed week and 
a half,” said Thomas. “We started by 8 
a.m. and finished by 11 p.m. every day. 
We stayed on for an extra five days, 
which was holiday time, but it was more 
like recovery time.”

When both teams returned home, 
Thomas and Pulgarin discovered that 
their international adventures had set 
before their respective church communi-
ties a new vision for outreach closer to 
home.

“Definitely there’s quite a link,” said 
Thomas. “When you start training other 
people on how to reach out, you get 
excited about coming back and doing it 
locally too.”

“People can see what’s happening in 
other places,” said Pulgarin. “I don’t know 
what happened, but God is touching 
many, many hearts inside the church.”

Inspired by the missionary trip to 
Nicaragua, people from Zona Cero 
began standing outside a Skytrain sta-
tion on cold days, offering hot chocolate 
and cookies to passengers. They also 
befriended 14 temporary workers from 
Mexico, eight of whom received Christ. 
And in November, six church members 
will leave on a second mission trip, this 
time to Bolivia.

Thomas hopes The Point will again be 
heading back to the mission field. “We’re 
looking at some new trips in February, 
perhaps to Mexico, and maybe the next 
year back to South Africa,” he said. “We 
also plan a few trips down to Seattle to 
help a church plant there.”

Victor 
Thomas 
(second 

from right) 
leads a 

mission 
team to 

Cape Town, 
South 
Africa.

Zona Cero Baptist Ministries provides medical 
care for people in Palacagüina, Nicaragua.
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Finish Well Boot Camp born out of brokenness
By Elaine Phillips

CALGARY—Bob Shelton was on the brink of  

quitting the ministry.

In the spring of  1995, after another 

long, cold Manitoba winter, he sat before 

his congregation on a Sunday in May and 

said, “I can’t do this anymore.” He had 

willed himself  to preach before, but he 

could no longer do so. 

“In that one moment the whole weight 

of  ministry came crashing down on me 

and I felt I could not go on,” says Shelton. 

“I honestly thought I was saying farewell 

to ministry when I ‘came clean’ with my 

congregation that Sunday. 

“It was as though all the circuit break-

ers in my soul had broken; no matter how 

hard I tried I couldn’t fix me.” The church 

had grown—they were seen as one of  the 

stronger churches in the denomination—

“but after 11 plus years of  church planting 

and now pastoring these young disciples,” 

says Shelton, “I ran out of  gas. Physically, 

emotionally, mentally and spiritually, I was 

on empty.” 

Statistics show that Christian leaders 

are falling with more frequency than ever. 

According to leadership author, Robert 

Clinton, only about 34 percent of  those 

in ministry finish well. 

Research has shown 

that 1,500 pastors leave 

the ministry each month 

due to moral failure, spiritual burnout, or 

contention in their church.1 

Fifty percent of  pastors’ marriages end 

in divorce. Seventy percent of  pastors 

constantly fight depression. More than 80 

percent of  pastors and their spouses feel 

unqualified and discouraged in their role 

as pastors. Fifty percent would leave the 

ministry if  they could, but have no other 

way to make a living. Eighty percent of  

seminary and Bible school graduates who 

enter the ministry will leave within the first 

five years.

For 15 years Shelton’s role with the 

convention was to help pastors and 

church leadership. He had a great burden 

to do something to stem the tide of  this 

epidemic. He introduced his idea to two 

friends—Steve Hopkins and Keith Henry, 

who have a common role in the Ohio and 

Arizona Baptist conventions—and asked 

them to help him put it together. 

As men charged 

with coming alongside 

leaders, they began to 

pray about what God 

would have them do to 

reverse this unaccep-

table reality. 

The result: Finish 

Well Boot Camp, a five-day leadership 

intensive with nine couples, designed 

to help them align their lives with God’s 

agenda. “Our goal is that ministry couples 

will enjoy the journey with 

Jesus, stay the course and 

finish well,” says Shelton. 

“We don’t want you to 

become a statistic!” he emphasizes.

The course is designed to help leaders 

see a path so they can discover their own 

path. The founders wished to create an 

opportunity for leaders to hear God’s voice 

and take the nec-

essary steps to 

stay the course.

Participants 

are encouraged 

to discover the 

Father’s agenda 

for their ministry; 

become servant 

leaders who 

exemplify Christ-

like character; 

engage in peer 

mentoring and 

coaching; 

develop 

a team 

perspective; 

and become 

lifelong 

learners. 

Shelton’s 

personal 

experience 

has taught him that ministry is harder 

than it should be when pastors minister in 

isolation. 

“Ministry isn’t something just to be 

endured,” Shelton believes; “it is to be 

enjoyed.” He maintains that finishing well 

is possible, but that each minister must 

take personal responsibility. “By 

being a lifelong learner, and 

by connecting in meaningful 

community with a couple of  

trusted friends, we increase the 

potential to finish well.” 

In attendance at this first boot 

camp, from Quebec, were Brent 

and Marrilee Schartner; from Ontario, 

Jason and Kim McGibbon and Jim and Joy 

Danielson; from Saskatchewan, Todd and 

Tannis Goudy and DJ and Amanda Cas-

tilleja; from Alberta, Neil and Rowena Man-

zanao and Jonathan and Cathey Chisholm; 

and from BC, Joey and Maura Mask and 

Benji and Marilyn Bartley. 

One participant writes, “The most impor-

tant takeaway was developing an alignment 

… knowing what God has called me to as a 

pastor and having clear boundaries based 

on my calling. I am ultimately accountable 

to live out God’s purpose for my life.”

Another couple refers to the boot camp 

as a “mile-marker” weekend in their lives 

as it clarified walking in alignment with the 

Father “rather than living and ministering 

anxiously, ambitiously, and automatically.” 

They say, “The weekend began with sur-

render, leading to alignment with the Father 

as well as revelation.” 

“I was almost a statistic,” concludes 

Shelton, now entering a new season of  

ministry. “I would have been, if  not for the 

grace of  God and the love extended to me 

by my wife and a few good friends.” 

Bob Shelton speaks to 
ministry couples.

Ministry couples from across Canada attend Finish Well Boot Camp 
with leaders: (front left) Steve and Denise Hopkins (front centre) 
Bob Shelton and (front right) Keith Henry.
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1From 1989 to 2006 at the Francis A. Schaeffer Institute of Church 
Leadership Development

“But I count my life of no value 
to myself, so that I may finish 
my course and the ministry I 
received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify to the gospel of God’s 
grace” (Acts 20:24 HCSB).

“People need to see a path before 
they find their path.” – Terry Walling
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By Adam Miller
TORONTO (BP)—For the first time in 
the 17-year history of the North Ameri-
can Mission Board (NAMB), its trustees 
gathered on Canadian soil, and a vision 
tour preceding the October 9 meet-
ing revealed to many just how real the 
needs are. 

Toronto, for example, is increasingly 
vertical as a large number of residents—
about 40 percent—live in buildings of five 
storeys or higher. High-rise condos are 
becoming the norm and are indicative 
not only of a population boom but also of 
a growing isolationism among residents 
in “vertical neighbourhoods,” as city 
coordinator Brett Porter of NAMB’s Send 
North America: Toronto calls them.

“We have a whole new set of chal-
lenges as we try to reach vertical 
neighbourhoods where access can be so 
difficult,” Porter said. “Even the people 
who live in these buildings only have 
access to their own floors and no others, 
so floors don’t mix well.”

Christians are denied space 
in buildings that once housed 
churches you know you’ve 
reached a profound place.

A.W. Tozer, who wrote the 
Christian classic The Pursuit 
of Holiness, was pastor of 
Avenue Road Church in 
Toronto—which is now a Hari 
Krishna temple.

“Not many people know 
that A.W. Tozer pastored a church in 
Toronto,” Christopherson said. “Now his 
church and a number of others are being 
rented by religious groups like the Hari 
Krishnas.”

NAMB trustee Steve Holdaway, 
pastor of LifeSpring Church in Omaha, 
Nebraska, said he saw telltale signs of 
other types of growth in the area on  
the tour.

“I was struck by the beauty of the 
high-rise buildings and also by the reality 
of just how much of a multi-ethnic city 
Toronto is,” Holdaway said. “Brett told 
us that more than half of the people in 
Toronto were born outside of Canada. I 
was also encouraged that many of the 
church planters we met are from Toronto. 
When you start raising up indigenous 
leaders like that it means the system is 
working.”

Trustees loaded three buses heading 
out to the east and west sides of the city. 
They heard from native Torontonians, 
political refugees fleeing their countries 
and Southern Baptist church planters 
who moved to the GTA within the last 
few months or years. While stories of 
how they came to the area may vary, 
they shared the common conviction that 
God had placed them there to bring the 
gospel to Canada’s cultural and eco-
nomic nerve centre.

Among the planters trustees met was 
Robin Wasti.

Wasti hasn’t seen his wife or kids 
since he fled Pakistan under religious 
persecution nearly three years ago. As 
he prayerfully awaits the reunion with 
his family, Wasti is doing in Toronto what 
caused him to flee Pakistan—establish-

ing gospel communities among many 
different people groups. From Sikhs to 
Hindus to Muslims, Wasti is seeing the 
unlikeliest of people come to Christ and 
become leaders among their family, 
friends and neighbours.

“Here we have the gift of worshipping 
and speaking the truth without persecu-
tion,” Wasti told trustees as they gath-
ered in the parking lot of a prominent 
Hindu temple in the Brampton area. 
Wasti and other key leaders have been 
successful in starting seven small groups 
of various ethnicities, including about 
100 South Asians.

Church planter Mike Hauser, who 
left a prominent position at a large 
church in Toronto to plant a church in a 
neighbouring community, summed up 
the mindset of reaching people in a place 
like Toronto.

“When God calls you to do something 
and you look around with your own eyes, 
you begin to think, ‘There’s nothing 
here!’” Hauser said. “That’s when God 
says, ‘I’ve got this. Just step out in faith.’” 
God often just wants us to make our-
selves available.”

If trustees had visited Toronto only 
a few years ago, there might not have 
been enough church planters for a 
worthwhile tour. But as trustees and 
planters gathered after the tour, it was 
obvious the tide in Toronto is changing.

“A few years ago I was personal 
friends with most of the planters in 
Toronto,” Christopherson said. “I knew 
them because I had personally dragged 
them here myself. This is truly a historic 
moment not only for Toronto but for 
Canada as a whole.”

Populations the size of some small 
cities F fill a single block in the Greater 
Toronto Area (GTA) as glassed-in urban 
residences launch skyward. In many 
places populations are expected to 
double in just a few years.

Construction cranes in the GTA are 
signs of this growth. Visible from nearly 
everywhere in the city, the number of 
active cranes is among the highest in 
the world.

The growing population and a grow-
ing skepticism toward Christians make 
Toronto an especially critical place for 
church planting. Jeff Christopherson, 
NAMB’s regional vice president for 
Canada and the Northeast, noted when 

NAMB trustees see Toronto’s ‘vertical neighbourhoods’
Toronto native, Mike Hauser, 
tells NAMB trustees about 
Starting Point Church in 
Burlington, Ontario.
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Mike Seaman talks with NAMB trustees 
about church planting in Toronto.
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On mission 
together

On the Go!

Peter Blackaby
Canadian  

Mobilization Director

Growing up in Vancouver, I devel-
oped great skill in driving through 

rain, but had very little experience with 
snow. The first winter in Calgary helped 
sharpen those skills! 

One day, I remember finding myself 
stopped at a traffic light on an incline. 
When the light turned green, my 
wheels were moving but my car went 
nowhere. As I ran out to put sand under 
the tires, a large truck behind offered 
to push. The truck, who had perfect 
traction, gently touched my bumper and 
began to push me up the hill. Before 
long, we were going a pretty good 
speed together. Once I had enough 
momentum, I put my car in gear and 
steered through the intersection. From 
this experience I learned that driving 
in snow is primarily about two things: 
traction and momentum.

The same can be said of partner-
ships; traction and momentum are 
essential. One of the best ways to 
develop traction and momentum is 
to be on mission together with other 
churches.
JOIN TOGETHER TO MULTIPLY EFFORTS

Churches in the same association, 
network, or who just have similar 
interests, can work together to partner 
in a location. They may choose to all 
adopt the same church plant. Each 
church commits to pray for the church 

plant and agree to work together to 
send volunteers and resources, thereby 
multiplying their efforts. 

In this model, it will be important to 
have one point person who primarily 
relates to the church plant on behalf 
of all the churches involved. However, 
each church will need a member to be 
the advocate and mobilizer for the part-
nership in their local congregation.

First steps would be to identify the 
church plant and discover initial needs 
that the churches can work together to 
meet (resources or volunteer). Momen-
tum will build as churches send teams 
together or sequentially, pool their 
resources to make greater impact, and 
perhaps even have joint celebrations 
and prayer times.
GO WITH PARTNER TO THIRD LOCATION

If your church has an ongoing part-
nership with a church that sends mis-
sion teams your way, consider asking 
this church if they would be interested in 
partnering with you to go to a third loca-
tion. Rather than them send a team to 
help your church do something that you 
can realistically do on your own,  
ask them if they would be willing to 
partner together in a new location in 
your city or province. Not only will this 
add new life to your partnership with this 
church, but your church will grow and 
learn in the process.

Many larger churches have more 
than one partnership. One “first step” 
option could be to ask your partner 
church if you could join them in a part-
nership they have already established 
somewhere else. Perhaps you are a 
church in Toronto with a partner from 
North Carolina, but your partner church 
also has a relationship in Boston. You 
may ask if the two of you could partner 
together in the third location—Boston. 

It can be a lot easier to get traction 
(tangible first steps in a new ministry 
location) and momentum (long term 
plan and excitement) when we are on 
mission together. Like the truck that 
pushed my car up the hill, this may 
mean partnering with a larger church 
to go to a third location. Or like many 
friends putting down the gravel and 
pushing together in the same direction, 
this may mean several smaller churches 
partnering together to accomplish a 
larger goal.

If you or your church would like help 
getting traction and building momentum 
in a partnership, the CNBC Mobilization 
Team and I would be excited to come 
alongside you. Contact information 
available at cnbcPARTNERS.com.

cnbcPARTNERS.com

VANCOUVER (including Victoria): 
Ray Woodard 
rwoodard@namb.net

CALGARY & EDMONTON: 
Bob Shelton 
bshelton@namb.net

TORONTO (including GTA & Hamilton) 
Brett Porter 
bporter@namb.net

MONTREAL (including Quebec City) 
Chad Vandiver 
cvandiver@namb.net

CANADA CIT Y COORDINATOR CONTACTS

For more information on Send North America, go to www.namb.net/cities/

mailto:rwoodard%40namb.net?subject=Vancouver%20Send%20City
mailto:bshelton%40namb.net?subject=Calgary%20%26%20Edmonton%20Send%20Cities
mailto:bporter%40namb.net?subject=Toronto%20Send%20City
mailto:cvandiver%40namb.net?subject=Montreal%20Send%20City
http://www.namb.net/cities/


7 Baptist Horizon November 2013

Calgary and Edmonton give us reason to celebrate
By Staff
CALGARY/EDMONTON—The neigh-
bouring cities of Calgary and Edmonton 
situated in the Canadian Rockies are 
the newest cities included in the Send 
North America strategy.

Most people visit these cities for 
outdoor beauty or for business dealings 
in the oil-rich area.

But these cities are also key in reach-
ing Alberta for Christ. With about 2.5 
million people (120,000 of them stu-
dents), they are the province’s largest 
cities and are becoming an international 
draw for mainland Chinese, Koreans 
and Filipinos as the oil industry booms.

The two cities are central and influ-
ential not only in Alberta, but also to the 
rest of Canada. They could have an 
international influence as the interna-
tional population impacts their home 
countries.

Bob Shelton, who serves as North 
American Mission Board’s (NAMB) 
newest city coordinator, will oversee 
church planting strategy and mobiliza-
tion of churches to the area. He says 
reaching the two cities will require the 
same things other Canadian cities will 
need.

“We’re asking God for an indigenous 
movement,” said Shelton, “getting local 
leaders to own the strategy-—a local 
strategy. But we also want stateside 
leaders to partner with us to help reach 

Calgary and Edmonton for Christ.”
NAMB’s regional mobilizer for 

Canada, Peter Blackaby, says the addi-
tion of Calgary and Edmonton to the list 
of strategic Send North America cities 
marks an important milestone in the 
impact of Canadian National Baptists 
and Southern Baptists on cities through-
out Canada.

“We are experiencing a momentum 
among our churches that we’ve not 
seen in many years,” says Blackaby. 
“A lot of dreams are becoming reality. 
We are seeing God answer prayers 
we’ve been praying for a long time and 
I believe He will give us far more than 
we could ever ask or imagine. A definite 
momentum has developed as the efforts 
of CNBC and North American Mission 
Board have combined in our first three 
Send Cities and we expect this to con-
tinue as we add two more.”

Send North America (SNA) is an ini-
tiative that brings an intentional church 
planting focus to the largest metropoli-
tan areas of North America and encour-
ages churches to partner with church 
plants in one or more of these cities. 
SNA now includes five cities in Canada 
and 27 cities in the United States, with 
additional cities to come over the next 
many years.

Efforts to build church planting 
movements in Montreal, Toronto and 
Vancouver through partnerships with 

CNBC and SBC churches have effec-
tively grown gospel presences in those 
key Canadian cities. In recent weeks, 
churches in both Toronto and Montreal 
have launched with record attendance 
and have maintained momentum.

Bob Shelton says that establish-
ing Alberta’s major metropolitan areas 
as points of focus for the Send North 
America strategy have drawn partners 
who have seen the great needs and 
great opportunities of the cities and  
the surrounding area.

“Our sense is that God is stirring 
the hearts of local leaders as well as 
churches and pastors across North 
America to reach Calgary and Edmon-
ton,” says Shelton. “The words that one 
recent partner from the south used to 
describe these two cities were ‘dense,’ 
‘diverse’ and ‘lost.’”

Ranked among the world’s cleanest 
and best places to live, Calgary and 
Edmonton could also be ranked Cana-
da’s most influential gospel destinations.

The site of many vacations, and winter 
sporting events, the cities are easy 
places to celebrate. Now CNBC and 
SBC churches are building many more 
reasons to cheer for years to come.

Edmonton, Alberta

Calgary, Alberta
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That they may  
know You

 John 17:3

Kathy Morales
Transforming Communities  

Team Leader

New online
Bible study for
women
Since I became a Christian as a 

young adult I have loved women’s 
Bible study. God first laid an idea on my 
heart years ago. While on a plane to 
Calgary from Winnipeg, I was read-
ing my Bible, praying and considering 
all the changes in my life. I was over-
whelmed with thankfulness 
to God, and so grateful for 
the transforming power of 
His Word. As I was reflecting 
on women I knew, a thought 
came to my mind, “Just the 
Word.” If all women, every-
where, could just get into  
the Word. 

Years later, I kept meet-
ing women who wanted to 
be part of a women’s Bible 
study but couldn’t because of 
their stage of life or where they lived. I 
was sad. The Word of God is so power-
ful and the relationships that develop in 
a small group are encouraging. 

When my husband was sick and 
needed around-the-clock care I couldn’t 
go out to Bible study. Thankfully some 
friends brought the Bible study to me. 
Two friends came once a week and we 
watched Lord, Change My Attitude (by 
James MacDonald) on DVD together. If 
my husband needed my assistance we 
would pause the DVD. 

Bible study community used to mean 
people gathering in a single location. All 

the interaction was face to face. Thanks 
to the versatility provided by technology, 
this is no longer the case. We live in a 
day where women can participate in 
Bible study no matter what their season 
of life because of many online options.

For some women joining a physi-
cal group is not pos-
sible. People might 
live geographically far 
apart or have conflicting 
schedules. Maybe they 
are on the road because 
they travel for work or for 
pleasure. A young mom 
might be at home with a 
new baby or lots of young 
children. Mobility, sickness 
or transportation could be 
limiting. 

One of the values of our convention 
is “all kinds of churches for all kinds 
of people.” As I began to think about 
women’s Bible study, I thought about 
Bible study for anyone, anywhere, 
anytime. Not based on proximity. Not 
face to face. 

My daughter Steph and I are filming 
an online Bible study on the book of 
James. It is designed for women who 
want to get into the Word but are not 
able to join a group.   

One of the advantages to online is 
there are no operating hours. The study 
is available and accessible all the time. 

Participation isn’t limited to a specific 
day and time that works for all sched-
ules. We are targeting women who 
aren’t currently part of a Bible study for 
whatever reason.

We encourage women to enlist a 
partner for accountability, if possible. If 
not, community can take place online. 
We will be creating an online forum 
for those who want to connect. This 
will be a place to make known what 
God is doing, share prayer requests 
and give feedback. We look forward to 
seeing a community bloom in this new 
way without the “in-person” interaction. 
Participation is flexible. You can post or 
just observe.

Those planning to join in can expect 
a personal study guide available for 
download. Homework is designed to 
take about 45 minutes per week with 
a dig deeper option for those seeking 
further study. In addition, following the 
week of personal study there is a short 
8 to 10-minute video clip.

Look for this online Bible study to 
launch in the New Year on the CNBC 
website (cnbc.ca) under Women’s 
Ministry. I look forward to seeing women 
connect with the Word and hearing how 
God uses His Word to transform lives. 

If you would like to be part of the 
pilot project contact the Transforming 
Community Team assistant Melanie 
(mmorgan@cnbc.ca).

What’s new with Transforming Communities?

Melanie Morgan  
TC assistant

Ryshon BlazinaWally Frank Jason TerrisTodd GoudyJason Shine Holly Procita

Meet the TC Team

“As I began to 
think about 
women’s 
Bible study I 
thought about 
Bible study for 
anyone, any-
where, anytime.”
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CNBC leaders meet for Focus
By Paul Johnson

Fifty men and women from across Canada 
met in Cochrane on September 23-25 for 
Focus, a CNBC-sponsored gathering. Focus 
brings leaders together annually to dream 
together about expanding the Kingdom in 
Canada.

With the CNBC now at more than 300 
church plants and congregations, National 
Ministry Leader Gerry Taillon discussed 
the implications of our growth and how the 
national office must find new ways to relate to 
the six regions. He reviewed the four growth 
indicators: New Believers, New DiscipleMak-
ers, New Communities of Faith and Trans-
forming Communities, as vehicles for growth. 
Leaders spent time in small groups discussing 

how to make each indica-
tor more practical for CNBC 
churches.

Our convention is blessed 
with North American Mis-
sion Board (NAMB) and 
International Mission Board 
(IMB) personnel working with 
us. NAMB strategists give 
direction to church planting; 
IMB missionaries penetrate 
unreached people groups with the gospel. 
Thirteen IMB workers attended Focus, bring-
ing expert insights to our strategy. The cross-
pollination of IMB and NAMB missionaries 
with our CNBC leaders proved advantageous 
for all of us. 

Fifty men and women from across Canada gather at the CNBC Mission Centre in Cochrane for Focus. Focus brings leaders together annually 
to dream together about expanding the Kingdom in Canada.

Paul Johnson, New Disciplemakers 
Team leader meets with Sebastian 
Vazquez, IMB worker in Toronto, at 
the CNBC Focus meeting.

Have you discovered this treasure?
By Debbie Shelton, editor

As a young pastor’s wife in Winnipeg, 
25 years ago, I discovered a treasure, the 
Baptist Horizon. The first time I read our con-
vention news I began to feel a kinship with 
our churches across Canada and I looked 
forward to each new issue. At that time there 
were around 50 Canadian Southern Baptist 
churches and we now have over 300.

At our annual convention meetings I met 
many of those people I had only read about 
in the Baptist Horizon. Had it not been for 
this publication, my connections with other 
Christians who share the same vision for 
Canada would have been limited to my 
local area.

If you are reading this, you have discov-
ered this treasure. You may have been a 
loyal reader during the past 25 years, or 
this may be your first opportunity to read 
the stories of our convention family.

We want to encourage you and your 
church family to get to know their extended 
convention family through the Baptist 
Horizon. Here are some ways you can help 
spread the word: 

• Share the magazine with visitors to  
your church. 

• During announcement time in your 
church service, show the Horizon video 
from the CNBC website (cnbc.ca). 
Search for “Horizon video” and choose 

the long or short version. 
• Draw attention to an article that would 

interest your church members. 
• Find a volunteer to hand out the Baptist 

Horizon as families are leaving on 
Sunday morning. 

• Send an article and photos about a 
ministry of your church or association. 
This would be a good job for a volunteer 
in your church.
The Baptist Horizon is mailed to each 

CNBC church four times a year. If your 
church needs more or fewer copies please 
contact our office:

1-888-442-2272 ext. 115
or dshelton@cnbc.ca
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New  
DiscipleMakers 

Paul Johnson
New Believers/New DiscipleMakers 

Team Leader

DiscipleMaker 
Stages app has 
a fresh look
The DiscipleMaker Stages app, 

launched last July at the CNBC 
annual convention, has undergone an 
extensive upgrade this fall. The app 
is provided by our convention to help 
Christians and churches practice the 
Great Commandment. The app now 
has a simplified interface and a colour-
coded system to make it more intuitive 
for users.

The DiscipleMaker Stages app is 
designed for Christians who are serious 
about discipling others. How can you 
put it to use? 

A high school girl came to my office 
recently, saying, “A friend of mine told 
me she’s just become a Christian. I’m 
meeting her tonight; what should I do?” 
We opened the app, clicked on the 
“Believer” tab and walked 
through the 42 helps. She 
liked “First Steps” and “Dis-
covering Who God Is” and 
planned to use them.

When I introduced 
the Stages diagram at 
a CNBC church in the 
BC interior last May, a 
senior interjected, “My 
granddaughter was just 
baptized. I’m worried 
because no one at  
home will help her  
grow. Is there anything  
I can do?” 

Yes, go to the app, 
click on the “Disciple” 
tab and scan through 
the 39 helps. I sug-
gested one of them—
“After baptism, what 
then?”—to start.

I went on a ROOTS 
mission trip to China in July, volunteer-

ing in a university camp. One lunch I sat 
with Mimi (Mihui), a 27-year-old univer-
sity instructor in Chengdu, and drew 
the Stages diagram for her. I explained 
each stage, highlighting the fourth, “Dis-
cipleMaker,” as Jesus’ default. Mimi was 
unusually attentive. 

When I was done, she responded, 
“Three months ago my group told me I 
must start a new fellowship on campus. 
I agreed, but didn’t know where to start. 

It was really overwhelming. I prayed to 
God, asking that He send me a teacher. 
God told me He would. You are the 
answer to this prayer!” 

Mimi downloaded the app. Three 
weeks later she sent a photo (see photo 
inset), with names of six students she 
was working with. She had categorized 
them according to stage, indicated their 
evidence of growth, and projected what 
they needed. 

“Is this what I should do, Paul?” she 
asked. 

I answered, “Yes!” amazed that she 
was such a quick study.

If you are serious about doing life-on-
life with someone, the DiscipleMaker 
Stages app will help you. It is a free 
download at the App Store. Search for 
DiscipleMaker Stages.
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By Kathryn Porter

Beautiful, life-giving water flows 
across Canada. And it’s a big part 

of summer. Don’t believe it? Check out 
any national or provincial tourist website 
to find out where to kayak the rivers, 
ski the lakes, fish the streams or splash 
in the oceans. Canadian summers are 
short. Embrace them while you can, 
right? 

This summer 53 students embraced 
a different kind of summer, a differ-
ent kind of “living water.” They gave 
themselves away to serve alongside 
17 church plants across the country 
through a summer internship program 
called Current Canada. 

Current students work as a team, 
using their unique skills, gifts and crea-
tivity to do spiritual exploration and lay 
groundwork for a new plant. The church 
planter supervisors teach them how to 
initiate gospel conversations in the local 
context, looking for people of peace. In 
short, they get a taste of what church 
planting is all about.

Shi Shi, Current team 
member from Arkansas, 
served in Toronto. She 
said, “My supervisor 
worked with us to help us 
become more  
comfortable with sharing 
our faith. We even learned 
different techniques 
to disciple someone. 
Everything I’ve learned 
with Current can be taken 
to my own campus. I’ve 
learned how to switch every 
conversation into a spiritual 
conversation. The most 
important thing I learned was to listen. 
Listening to others’ faith and worldviews 
helped me share the gospel more 
effectively.”

The Vancouver teams started four 
new Bible studies and laid groundwork 
for four more. Victor Thomas, pastor of 
The Point Church, said, “We had a great 
summer with our students. They were 
an incredible blessing to our ministry, to 
our community, to our members, and to 

our staff. We absolutely could not 
have done all of the outreach—and 
corresponding follow-up—that we 
did this summer without them.”

The Current Calgary team 
started four small groups in neigh-
bourhoods across the Cochrane 
area. Twelve people made com-
mitments to follow Jesus; two were 
baptized.

Groundwork was laid 
in Winnipeg for a church 
plant at the University of 
Manitoba. A small group 
Bible study was started  
and 60 students want 
to learn more about the 
church plant.

Seven small groups 
started in Toronto and 16 
people made professions 
of faith. Jason McGibbon, 

 “Team Calgary” take a break from their ministry in Cochrane 
with Bow Valley Baptist Church to visit Banff: (left to right) 
Deanna, Hanna, Ashley, Chris and EJ. The girls are students 
at Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama and Chris is 
from Illinois.

Two Toronto Current teams work on university 
campuses on Canada Day: (left to right) Tseng 
(Minnesota), Kayla (North Carolina), Shi Shi (Arkansas), 
Katherine (South Carolina), Katie (South Carolina).

pastor at Hamilton Fellowships, said, 
“Although a formal ministry has not yet 
begun, the students helped connect a 
number of local students to our ministry. 
Our next goal is to continue to walk with 
and disciple this group with the intention 
of beginning a student work [on a col-
lege campus] by the fall.”

In Montreal, just one Current student 
served alongside a local church planting 
team, prayer walking and doing spiritual 
mapping. After her experience, she is 
making plans to transfer to a university 
in Montreal to continue being a part of 
what God is doing in Montreal.

Each summer Current students invest 
their summer in helping sow gospel 
seeds across Canada while learning 
ministry principles that they can use in 
their own campus or community context.

Learn more at currentcanada.net

Curre n t CanadaCurre n t Canada
“Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38 KJV).
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Faith and friendships grow at SYC-BC
ENDERBY, BC —Summer Youth Celebration in British 
Columbia (SYC-BC) is an annual week-long youth camp.  
The purpose of the camp is for students and leaders to 
experience and learn to encounter Jesus, follow Him and make 
Him known. This is based on Jesus’ words, “Come, follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men” (Mark 1:17).

This summer SYC-BC was held at Gardom Lake Bible  
Camp, August 26-30, for youth from grades 7-12. The theme  

was “For I Know” from Jeremiah 29:11 and Romans 8:28. 

Guest speakers were Christy Lew and Pastor “Hutch” (Gerald 
Hutchman). The worship leader was Willis Wong. The small group 
curriculum writers were Alfred Lu and Rubens Forte.

“And we know that God causes everything to work together 
for the good of those who love God and are called according to 
His purposes for them” (Romans 8:28).

Holding Nothing Back 
by Willis Wong, written for BC’s SYC

I have tasted and seen
Your goodness O God

All the blessings  
You’ve poured out on me
In the darkest of nights
Your promise abides

I will follow You though I can’t see
 

O Great and Sovereign God
My heart will trust You

You know the plans for me
My heart will rest in You
Each moment of my life

You work all things for good
I’m holding nothing back  

to trust You God
 

You overcame and rose from the grave
You set me free from my sin and shame

Victorious You reign
Lord, Your goodness  
and love shall remain!

By Amity Petralba,
first-year leader and former youth camper

As I reflect on my time at SYC, I thank 
God for the people who were present that 
week and for what He was doing and is 
going to do in our lives. 

First, I thank God for the leaders. 
Year-round, I am generally surrounded 
by classmates and coworkers who 
pursue day-to-day activities for their own 
benefit. But at SYC, I was surrounded by 
servants of God seeking only to benefit 
the Kingdom. 

Second, I thank God for the youth. 
I was encouraged by their testimonies 
and inspired by their eagerness to grow 
in their relationship with Jesus after the 

week came to an end. I know for a fact 
that the friendships made at SYC are a 
gift from God and are greatly treasured. 

Last but not least, I am grateful for the 
work that God did in the 
span of five days. In my 
own time of prayer and 
reflection that week, God 
reminded me that He 
also speaks through His 
activity. We can hear God 
through worship, prayer, 
His people and the Bible. But that week, 
His activity stood out the most. 

I saw how God used the leaders to 
shepherd, counsel and encourage the 
teens as well as each other. I listened to 

stories of how God was stirring something 
in the hearts of the youth. I witnessed 
leaders and campers alike sing and dance 
during worship, share the laughter, and 

enjoy each other’s fellowship. 
I felt the faithfulness, love 

and presence of God through 
what He was doing in the 
lives of the people. To be part 
of God’s work that week was 
encouraging, but I was also 
challenged to become more 

sensitive to what happens around me as I 
went back to my everyday routine. 

I learned so much about the character 
and heart of Jesus through God’s activity 
at SYC, and for that I am very grateful.”

“For I know the plans I have 
for you,” says the LORD. 
“They are plans for good 
and not for disaster, to give 
you a future and a hope” 
(Jeremiah 29:11).

Thoughts from a leader:



13 Baptist Horizon November 2013

Alberta youth changed from the ‘Inside Out’
By Cathey Chisholm
SYC-AB Director
ALBERTA BEACH, AB —God moved 
again and lives were changed at Alber-
ta’s Summer Youth Celebration (SYC-
AB) 2013. “Inside Out” was the theme 
this year and many of the youth and 
leaders were changed in this way—from 
the “inside out.”

Alberta’s SYC is held for two weeks 
at Alberta Beach each summer. The first 
week is for senior high youth and the 
second is for junior high ages.

Senior high week was July 15-20 
with 128 youth attending. There were 50 
leaders and 10 kitchen volunteers.

Grady Watson, associate pastor at 
Bow Valley Baptist Church, spoke to the 
students and was a wonderful teacher, 

challenging the students to go deeper in their 
faith. Ted Dizon, from Filipino International 
Baptist Church, led the students into worship. 

The senior high students enjoyed playing, 
studying and worshiping together. Several 
made spiritual commitments during the 
week: one made a profession of faith; ten 
formally rededicated their lives to Christ 
and three made the decision to be bap-
tized. Nine students made a commitment 
to full time ministry/missions/seminary 
studies, and one was called specifically 
to attend the Samuel Program at our 
seminary in Cochrane.

The next week, July 
22-27, was for junior high 
ages, with 95 students, 
45 leaders and 13 student 
leaders. Nine kitchen 
volunteers kept everyone 
well fed.

The junior high students 
came full of energy and 
excitement; many were 
attending a camp for the 
first time.

Thank you to these SYC-AB  

leaders, representing five  

Midwest Association churches:

Jasper Place, Edmonton 

Cathey Chisholm, SYC Director 

Jonathan Chisholm 

Katie Derkach

Evangel, Edmonton 

Alicia Chung 
Wayne Hoover 

Matt Ma

Richmond Hill, Calgary 

John Jordan 
Shawn Murphy

Cambrian Heights, Calgary 

Brenda Peacock

The Pathway, Calgary 

Sara Ruiz

Pastor Shane Span-
nagel, senior pastor at 
Richmond Hill Baptist 
Church, was the speaker 
for junior high week. He 

did a great job of connecting with this 
age group, and also challenged the 
leaders. Matt Ma, SYC’s assistant direc-
tor, from Evangel Baptist Church, led 
the students in amazing worship.

There were nine professions of faith 
this week along with 24 youth who 
rededicated their lives to Christ. Eight 
students made decisions to be baptized 
and three felt a call to ministry.

Sixteen churches were represented 
at SYC this year with a total of 320 
people, up from 313 in 2012. 
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거저 받았으니 거저 주어라.

Paying it  
forward in Cuba

임진혁, 목사, 레드디어 한인교회.

저희 교회가 어떻게 쿠바선교를 하게 되었는지 소개하고자 합니다.

저의 아버지가 한국의 농촌에서 목회하실 때 미국 남 침례교단으로부터 선교기금
을 받은 적이 있습니다. 그 당시 저는 여섯살이었습니다. 시골 교회 성도들은 형편
이 넉넉하지 않았지만 최선을 다해 건물을 지으려고 했습니다. 그러나 미처 지붕이 
올라가기도 전에 폭풍우에 교회가 무너졌습니다.

그때 이 소식을 당시 미국 남침례교회 선교사님으로 오셨던 레위 선교사님이 듣
게 되었습니다. 레
위 선교사님은 현
재 캐나다침례신학
대학원 교수님으로 
재직중인 Dr Kevin 
Peacock의 아버님
의 친구이기도 하
셨는데 그분 또한 
대전을 기반으로 
한국에서 선교를 
하고 계셨습니다.

레위 선교사님은 
사진을 찍어 남침
례교단 텍사스 지
역 총회로 보내셨
습니다. 텍사스에
서 모금 운동이 일

어나 당시 2000불이 넘는 기금이 남침례교단을 통해 저의 아버지 교회로 전달되
었습니다.

그리고 마침내 성전이 원래 계획보다도 더 아름답게 봉헌되게 되었습니다.

올해 초 쿠바 선교계획을 들었을 때 하나님께서 예전에 저의 한국교회에서 하셨던 
일이 생각이 났습니다. 그리고 몇 년 전 저희 교회 성도님이 제 삼세계 가난한 국가
에 교회를 건축하는 일을 돕고 싶다고 수천불을 헌금하셨었습니다. 저는 이 모든 일
을 하나님이 준비하셨다고 생각했습니다. 그래서 성도들과 같이 산디아고에 지역에 
있는 세빌라에 목사님 사택과 교회를 짓는 일에 헌금을 보내기로 결정을 했습니다. 
하나님 앞에 아름다운 성전이 봉헌되는 그날까지 함께 기도해 주세요.

“병든 자를 고치며 죽은 자를 살리며 나병환자를 깨끗하게 하며 귀신을 쫓아내되 너
희가 거저 받았으니 거저 주라 “( 마태복음(Matthew 10:8)

By: Pastor Jinhyuk Im 

Red Deer Korean Community Church

RED DEER, AB—I want to share the 

story of  how our church became 

involved in Cuba missions. When my 

father was ministering as a senior 

pastor in a rural area of  South Korea, 

the church received funds from Texas. 

At that time I was 6 years old. My father 

and church members were trying to 

build a new building. However, it was 

destroyed by a storm. 

A man heard this news. He was 

an International Mission Board (IMB) 

missionary in Korea and a friend of  the 

father of  CSBS&C professor, Dr. Kevin 

Peacock. At that time, Dr. Peacock’s 

father was also an IMB missionary 

in South Korea. The man who heard 

the news was helping my father and 

the church. So he took a picture and 

sent it to the Texas Convention. They 

fundraised for the reconstruction of  the 

church building. The convention sent 

$2,000 to my father’s church through 

the IMB. The new church building was 

built and dedicated to God. 

When I heard about the Cuban pro-

jects, it reminded me of  what God had 

done for the Korean church. One of  my 

church members donated thousands 

of  dollars, which was designated for 

the building project in a poor country. 

Three years ago, she asked me to 

find a church that needed a church 

building. I think God prepares every-

thing. We are so pleased we can pay 

it forward by helping to build a church 

building and pastor’s home in Sevilla, 

Santiago District.

To find out how you and your church 
can partner in Cuba, contact Mel 
Cruikshank at cnbc.send.students@
telus.net or call 780-487-8577.

Heart language article in Korean
Every man, woman and child has the right to hear the wonderful news about Jesus in 

their heart language. Each weekend the CNBC has worship services in approximately 26 
different languages. The article below is written in Korean with the English translation to the right. 

새성전에서 교인들과 찍은 사진, 아래쪽 우측에서 두번째 임진혁 목
사가 그의 아버지 임영오 목사와 함께 서 있다.
Jinhyuk Im (front second from right) stands with his father, Pastor 
Young-O Im, and other church members at their church in a rural area 
of Korea. 
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Documentary producer Neil Hoppe films a prisoner in Louisiana’s 
Angola prison telling of his life change in becoming a Christian 
and studying Experiencing God.

By Polly House

NASHVILLE (BP)—A documentary 

about the impact of  Experiencing God— 

a discipleship study that influenced a 

generation—is the first release of  LifeWay 

Films.

Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing 

the Will of  God by Henry Blackaby and 

Claude King has touched and changed 

millions of  lives and thousands of  churches 

worldwide since its release in 1990. The 

workbook has sold more than seven million 

copies, is available in more than 45 

languages and has been used in almost 

every denomination.

Experiencing God has spawned dozens 

of  other books and tools including the 

newly released Experiencing God at Home 

book and curriculum, Your Church Experi-

encing God Together, The Man God Uses, 

Fresh Encounter and the Experiencing God 

Musical.

Now, the documentary focuses on some 

of  the stories reflecting Experiencing God’s 

influence for more than two decades. 

LifeWay Films is a division of  LifeWay 

Christian Resources of  the Southern  

Baptist Convention.

“We’ve heard hundreds of  stories 

about how Experiencing God served as a 

catalyst for someone to make a dramatic 

life change,” King, LifeWay’s discipleship 

specialist, said. “We pray that these three 

will represent well the influence Experienc-

ing God has had over these 23 years.”

Neil Hoppe, producer and host of  the 

Experiencing God: New film recaps 23 years 
of discipleship

documentary, and direc-

tor Bill Cox travelled to 

Lynch, Kentucky, Angola 

(Louisiana) state peni-

tentiary, two villages in 

Honduras and Atlanta to 

film segments that chroni-

cle the movement of  God 

through the discipleship 

study. The film is now 

available at LifeWay.com. 

God at work in Miami and Honduras
Anthony Ponceti was living in Texas 

when he sensed God asking him to move 

to Miami.

Ponceti was shocked to discover why. 

Panamanian dictator Manuel Noriega had 

been arrested on drug trafficking charges 

and sent to prison in Miami. Several 

months later, Southern Baptist evangelists 

Clifton Brannon and Rudy Hernandez led 

the former dictator to Christ. Ponceti was 

asked to disciple Noriega following his 

conversion.

“I couldn’t do it,” Ponceti said. “My 

brother died because of  drugs, and here 

is one of  the biggest drug traffickers in the 

world …. Disciple him? No. I hated him.”

But having been through Experiencing 

God, Ponceti knew God had invited him  

to be a part of  His work with Noriega.  

This was Ponceti’s crisis of  faith. Would  

he obey?

Ponceti’s heart softened and he agreed 

to disciple Noriega using Experiencing 

God.

Where the story begins
The documentary closes with Henry 

and Marilynn Blackaby.

Experiencing God is Blackaby’s life 

message, the principles by which he has 

understood and walked with God. It was 

how he guided God’s people as a pastor.

Blackaby, a native Canadian, was 

pastor of  a large, affluent congrega-

tion in Southern California when he was 

approached by a Canadian pastor who 

asked him to consider returning to Canada 

and becoming pastor of  a small, dying 

church in Saskatoon. 

Blackaby was struck when he said, 

“The only hope for Canada is if  Canadian 

pastors come back home.”

There, in that place of  difficult minis-

try, the principles of  Experiencing God 

took shape into what would become 

the resource that has led to countless 

changed lives.

LifeWay Films offers films with the message of  

faith and hope. For more information, including 

information about site licenses and movie offer-

ings, go to www.lifeway.com/films.
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Alberta young adults minister to Cuban peers
By Jason Shine
ALBERTA—In August, two teams from 
Alberta went to Cuba to see what God 
was up to there and if they could be 
of any use in the work that was being 
accomplished by the Eastern Baptist 
Convention. 

The first team was Wayne and Darcia 
Hoover and Alicia Chung from Evangel 
Baptist Church in Edmonton. They 
were joined part way through their trip 
by Sara Ruiz who was already there 
assessing Hurricane Sandy damage. 
Sara is on staff with Canadian Global 
Response, the disaster relief arm of our 
convention of churches and a student at 
Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary & 
College (CSBS&C). 

The team ministered at a young 
adult camp where about 200 gathered 
at a rustic site in the countryside. The 
second team consisted of Sara and 
Alicia, Chad Krahn, a Taylor Seminary 
student helping with student ministry 
in Edmonton, and Jenn Harmon from 
Bow Valley Baptist in Cochrane and 
a student at CSBS&C. I (Jason) was 
also with the second team. We went to 
another camp with less rustic charm—
where the only danger was that man-
goes fell from the trees—and again, 200 
or so young adults from Cuba gathered 
to know God on a deeper level. 

The overwhelming experience of 
Cuban young adult ministry for us was 

threefold. First, we 
were impressed 
by their fortitude 
in the faith. After 
many years of 
oppression and 
hardship, the 
church there is 
deeply committed 
to being the body 
of Christ for one 
another and for the 
rest of Cuba. They 
are true disciples, 
mature, reproduc-
ing people of faith. 

In the last 
ten years, the young adult ministry of 
the Eastern Baptist Convention has 
grown from 2,000 to 12,000. Now 
the government is looking to them 
for strategies to change the outlook 
of hopelessness shared by so many 
Cuban young people. 

Second, we were impressed by the 
energy in all they do. They play pick-up 
volleyball or soccer with the passion we 
would reserve for the winter Olympics. 
In worship, clapping becomes art and 
singing praises is done at one volume: 
FULL! Testimonies of God’s work in their 
lives are accompanied by tears and 
laughter and hugs. Life in Cuba is lived, 
not endured. 

Our third impression was how clear 
the financial needs 
are there. Cuba is 
struck with a different 
type of poverty than 
other places.  
The people of Cuba 
have basic food, 
clothing and shelter, 
but they lack any-
thing extra. A bike 
is a luxury; a pair of 
shoes, other than the 
ones you are wearing, 
is an extravagance, 
and a television is 
out of reach for most 
households. 

Alicia shares of her experience: “To 
see God use my life and my words 
despite a difference in culture and 
language, and to see Him weave 
something purposefully beautiful out of 
the separate elements and people He 
brought together in Cuba this summer 
was incredible … Even the extreme 
heat of the Cuban sun was rivalled by 
the warmth of the love and hospitality 
extended to us. I met many amazing 
men and women of God who have 
dedicated their lives to live out His 
call, investing and giving everything of 
themselves to serve and claim a young 
generation for His Kingdom.”

Because of Cuba’s financial reality, 
there is a significant opportunity in 
Cuba for our CNBC churches. We can 
have a huge impact with what we might 
consider relatively small amounts of 
money. We have been richly blessed 
by congregations to the south and their 
investment in us to reach Canada. 
Perhaps now we can, in a similar way, 
reach east to help the churches of Cuba 
and grow God’s Kingdom.

Jennifer Harmon, Chad Krahn, Sara Ruiz, Alicia Chung take time to 
enjoy local sights, posing with statues of the Fab Four (the Beatles).

To find out how you and your church 
can partner in Cuba, contact Mel 
Cruikshank at cnbc.send.students@
telus.net or call 780-487-8577.

Cuban young adults participate in a small group discussion at camp.
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Bon Samaritain Ministries spread the gospel
By Geneviève Bellemare 

ST-GEORGES DE BEAUCE, QC—In 

Québec, Bon Samaritain Ministries is mul-

tifaceted in its endeavours, and nurtures 

numerous projects. One of  their goals is 

to be actively involved in the community, 

in a way that gains the trust of  the people, 

thereby fostering receptivity to the gospel 

message of  love. 

Two of  the founders, Yves Bellemare and 

his wife, Claudine Racicot, chose to dedi-

cate their lives to Christ in April 1983. “God 

uniquely apprehends us, often making 

Himself  known during the dark times of  

our lives, at our most vulnerable moment 

when we are most receptive to His mes-

sage,” Yves says. “Once we bow the knee, 

that is when He can use us.

“Often, the role that has been assigned 

to us is not the one we would have imag-

ined,” he adds. “We find ourselves con-

fronted by what we fear and what will 

demand from us our utmost. We must 

labour through prayer, supporting others 

and the sharing of  our faith.” 

This is what God asked of  Yves, founder 

of  Bon Samaritain Ministries, when his 

pastor proposed that he become the direc-

tor of  music of  a church that had neither 

musicians nor musical instruments.

Yves was again asked to push past 

his fears when his pastor asked him to 

teach a Bible lesson. In the past, his timid 

nature had prevented him from even 

making eye contact with others. Just as 

God transformed a shepherd into a king, 

a stuttering exile into Pharaoh’s confronter, 

a criminal into an apostle, He transformed 

Yves Bellemare into a ministry planter. 

Before Yves’ conversion, as is the case 

with many Québécois, he was open to the 

idea of  the existence of  God and a 

spiritual world. He remembers, at 

the tender age of  five, having his 

first astral travel experience, which 

fuelled his appetite for the occult 

and astrology. At the age of  twelve, 

he bought these kinds of  books 

by the dozen, filling his mind and 

his library with literature that often 

espoused contradictory theories. 

His thirst for knowledge was never 

quenched and his spiritual hunger 

never satisfied. He continued 

to experiment with the occult in 

search for answers to his questions.

During his college years, he met 

Claudine Racicot. They were married 

and later desired to start their family. The 

birth of  their first child brought great joy, 

but Claudine was discouraged at having 

to take her baby to a day-care centre 

because she had to go to work. One day 

this burden was so heavy on her heart  

that in anguish she cried out to God.

A while later, Claudine’s brother, Michel, 

came by for a visit. He had recently given 

his life to Christ. Though he had stuttered 

since infancy, he now spoke with surpris-

ing eloquence and confidence. With zeal, 

Michel answered Yves’ numerous ques-

tions, each time finding verses in the Bible 

that he had recently begun to read. The 

gospel message did its work in the hearts 

of  Yves and Claudine, so much so that 

Yves began to read the Bible. 

Later, Michel came by for another visit. 

During their conversation, inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, Michel took a Bible and threw 

it on the ground in front of  the bookcase 

saying, “All that is on your shelves is noth-

ing compared to what is in this book.”

Yves and 

Claudine were 

speechless. 

They accepted 

Michel’s invita-

tion to attend a 

church for the 

first time and 

gave their lives 

to Christ. Yves 

threw away his 

occult books 

and stopped 

engaging in astral travel. They had three 

children, knew joys and sorrows, failures 

and victories, but not once were they 

abandoned by God.

Despite having a limited budget and 

being a small team, the founders of  Bon 

Samaritain Ministries have established 

the Québec subsidiary of  the Pocket 

Testament League; the annual community 

fair, Famille en Forme, in the city of  

St-Georges de Beauce; the suicide 

prevention campaign, Choose to Live; 

Samy’s Publishing House and the Samy 

Mobile Library. They freely serve the 

community, teaching English and training 

children in soccer. 

Their dream and determination 

inspired their son, Benjamin, to found the 

Triathètes association that brings together 

Christian athletes and also publishes 

the magazine Le Coureur (The Runner). 

The team also participates in the snow 

sculpture contest organized by the city. 

This gives the opportunity to share a mes-

sage through the sculpture and distribute 

literature during the event.

For each of  these ministries, God has 

brought in the finances and the help 

of  numerous motivated Christians from 

Europe, Africa, the US and Canada, who 

bless Québec and reach the hearts of  

those who have a spiritual thirst to know 

Jesus Christ.

The labourers of  Bon Samaritain  

Ministries have experienced many trials 

during the past five years: suicide in 

the family, illness, persecutions, work 

difficulties and financial upheavals. 

Nevertheless, together they stand firm 

and continue the good fight.

Bon Samaritain team at a baptism (left to right): Yves, 
Benjamin, Nathalie, Robert, Claudine and Eric. 

Canadian Association of Christian Farmers booth at Famille en 
Forme presented the message of the gospel to more than 650 
people in one day.
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Philippians 4:8: 
‘Think on these things’

More Glimpses
By Elaine Phillips

In honour of  the Baptist Horizon’s 25th 

anniversary, this month’s column features 

our current editor, Debbie Shelton.

“If  I had a theme word for my life it 

would be ‘harmony,’” says Debbie, who 

finds music soothing to her soul. “When I 

join the harmony in singing old hymns or 

new worship songs I am drawn into the 

presence of  God. I believe He created 

harmony for our pleasure and for His.” 

Invaluable to her role as general editor/

graphic designer, Debbie 

has a creative side. “I like to 

explore different ways to solve 

problems, whether figuring 

out a quilt pattern or sorting 

out the layout of  the Baptist 

Horizon,” she says. “Creating 

order out of  disorder gives me 

a sense of  accomplishment.” 

Personal hobbies include 

sewing and reading. “As a 

child I looked forward to trips 

to the library in search of  

books about families. As a 

young mom I read books on 

parenting,” says this mother 

of  four. “When I read the 

Bible I am challenged and 

encouraged. The Old Testa-

ment is full of  inspiring sto-

ries of  faith, and my favourite 

books in the New Testament 

include the Gospels, Romans 

and Philippians.” 

When Debbie became a Chris-

tian, at the age of  eight, her father—a 

schoolteacher, counsellor, and pastor—

baptized her and gave her a Bible. In the 

front cover he wrote the words to Philippi-

ans 4:8, which has become her life verse. 

Her mother, who taught French and 

English, “was a quiet soul who loved 

books and learning,” Debbie remem-

bers. “I loved to hear my parents singing 

duets together in church—such beauti-

ful harmony. I missed some key years in 

my relationship with my mother who died 

when I was 15.” 

The youngest of  six (five girls and one 

boy), Debbie was shy and found it difficult 

to make friends each time the family 

moved to a new place. After summer 

youth camp, at the age of  15, she knew 

God was calling her to a life of  ministry; 

later He blessed her by providing a 

pastor/husband who complemented her 

personality. “Serving God alongside my 

husband, Bob, has been an adventure I 

wouldn’t trade for anything this world could 

offer,” says Debbie. 

After Bob’s graduation from seminary, 

the Sheltons soon realized that God 

was calling them to Canada to start a 

church. In 1984 they moved from 

Texas to Winnipeg, Mani-

toba. “Starting with a Bible 

study and Kids’ Klub in 

our home, Garden Park 

eventually grew into a 

thriving church where we 

saw many come to know 

Christ,” says Debbie. 

At that time, the Bap-

tist Horizon was mailed 

to their church from 

the convention office. 

Debbie says, “I wouldn’t 

have been aware of  the 

extended ministry of  

our churches had I not 

had the opportunity to 

read stories from across 

Canada. That’s one 

reason I hope people will 

read the Horizon.” 

After almost 15 years 

in Winnipeg, God had 

another calling for the Shelton 

family; they moved to Cochrane, Alberta, 

where Bob took a position on staff  at the 

convention. The opportunity to work at 

the convention office became available to 

Debbie the next year. Karen Trotter was 

starting a new job, so Debbie was hired 

to take over the layout and design of  the 

Baptist Horizon. Nancy McGough was the 

editor, and Debbie worked closely with her. 

“She was a mentor to me, allowing me to 

use my creativity and also teaching me the 

skills of  editing,” says Debbie. 

When Nancy and her husband Mike 

moved back to the US, 

Debbie was asked to 

take on the role of  

editor in addition to 

her other tasks. “I 

accepted because 

I knew there were 

others around me 

who would help me 

grow into the job,” 

she says. “Without 

Nancy’s writing con-

tributions I depended on 

two freelance journalists, Harold Campbell 

in the early years and Frank Stirk, who 

continues to provide quality news articles 

for the Horizon. Years later I met Elaine 

Phillips and knew God was providing once 

again; she has been introducing read-

ers to CNBC family members through our 

More Glimpses column since 2007.” 

It is a challenge collecting articles rep-

resenting church ministry in different parts 

of  the country, and Debbie approaches 

each issue of  the Baptist Horizon with 

much prayer. She relies on people in the 

churches and convention staff  to provide 

news and pictures. 

The Baptist Horizon has changed 

through the past 25 years but it still has 

the same purpose: “to share the news of  

our convention in a way that would inspire, 

encourage and inform.” Debbie says, 

“We hear so much disturbing news in our 

world; it is good for us to be encouraged 

and to hear stories of  Christians reaching 

out to bless others and to share the love of  

Christ. That is what we are about.” 

Debbie describes her walk with 

God as exactly that, a walk. “I don’t run 

marathons,” she says. “God and I go at 

a steady pace. He speaks to me in every 

walk of  my life. Sometimes I push myself  

a little harder; sometimes He and I just 

keep the rhythm of  life. When I get out of  

spiritual shape He reminds me that I am 

ignoring Him and I get back in pace with 

Him and His Word. I trust God to lead me 

and I do my best to follow. If  I keep my life 

verse in mind I know I am headed in the 

right direction.”

“ Finally, 

brethren , 

whatsoever 

things are 

true, .. . honest, 

. . . just, . . . pure, 

.. . lovely, .. . of 

good report; 

if there be 

any virtue, 

and if there 

be any praise , 

think on these 

things” 

(Phil 4 :8 NIV)
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In all of the war and suffering, 
God is doing wonderful things …

International 
Connections

By R and H* 
CNBC appointed, serving among the 
North African Middle Eastern Peoples

Zd is a young Syrian refugee that I met 
at a coffee shop. He was tired of life, 

wondering why: God is letting this war 
happen, we are now refugees in a foreign 
land looking for work to feed our family, 
we are being used and abused by the 
locals, we are not feeling wanted here 
and everyone is looking down on us. 

He feels bad that he is away from 
his family and pregnant wife who have 
stayed behind in Syria. He wants a job 
desperately to pay for the little room he is 
renting. I started to share with him about 
Christ. He said that he had heard about 
Jesus and what He had done, but to him 
it is just another story about religions. 

I told him that the reason the world is 
what it is now with all the suffering and 
the war and the sickness is because of 
the fall of mankind through Adam and 
Eve’s sin and how all of us have sinned 
against the Holy God. I shared with him 
about why Jesus came. He listened care-
fully. I asked, “Does this make sense? Do 
you want to believe, praying and asking 
God to forgive your sins and become 
your Saviour?” 

He stopped and starred at me and I 
wondered what he was going to do. He 

slammed his hand so hard on the table 
that I jumped. He said, with tears flow-
ing, “I am ready. I am ready now to follow 
Jesus and give my life to Him.” 

We prayed and he said, “Now I under-
stand it all. I thought I was on the right 
road, that I knew everything about life, 
but I don’t know 
anything. Thank 
you for sharing 
the truth about 
Christ with me.” 
Before leaving, he 
asked if I would 
share all this with 
his friend. I met 
his friend and we 
now meet weekly 
for discipleship. In 
all of the war and 
suffering, God is 
doing wonderful 
things with many turning to Him for an 
answer. 

I praise God for the privilege to be here 
and be able to share His love with the 
hurting and the suffering, those who are 
ready to come and drink from the living 
water and have eternal life in Christ.

All of this is because of people like you 
who are giving sacrificially through the 
Cooperative Program and international 

missions, making it possible for us to 
be here and share His story with many. 
Thank you so very much for labouring 
with us in making Him known amongst 
the nations.

*name and country withheld for security 
reason

• for the home group that recently 
started

• for more opportunities and open 
hearts to receive the good news

• for peace in Syria and protection 
upon many of the families

• R & H’s family to have strength to 
tell God’s story

• for the spiritual growth of new 
Christians  

How to pray …

MISSIONS CONTACT
Ellen Cone will be glad to help with 
information about CNBC missions

Email: econe@cnbc.ca
Phone: 1-888-442-2272 ext 124

• Cooperative Program
• Global Missions Offering
• North American Missions
• Canadian Missions
• International Missions
• Missions Education
• Guest missionary speakers 

and prayer cards for your 
church

The Cooperative Program is a wonderful opportunity for our oldest 

and youngest, largest and smallest churches to contribute to 

God’s work in Canada, North America and around the world! Every 

church that gives through the CP participates in a comprehensive 

world missions movement. 

COOPERATIVE PROGRAM
The

Hear how your CP dollars are at work 
video clips here: cnbc.ca/coopprogram

mailto:econe%40cnbc.ca?subject=CNBC%20missions%20information
http://cnbc.ca/coopprogram
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*GIVING THROUGH THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 2013

BRITISH COLUMBIA    
 CONGREGATIONS   

√ Bethel Romanian Church, Abbotsford $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Bethesda Karen Baptist Church, Surrey $0.00 $50.00 $0.00
√ Blessed Baptist Church of Vancouver, Vancouver $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Bridge Baptist Church, Kamloops $0.00 $3,559.76 $2,138.82
√ Chinese Christian Gospel Church, Burnaby $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Church on the Mountain, Whistler $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Cityview Baptist Church, Vancouver $1,745.69 $8,656.81 $9,600.18
 Comox Valley Korean Baptist Church, Comox $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Coquitlam Chinese Baptist Church, Port Coquitlam $100.00 $900.00 $1,000.00
 Coquitlam Gospel Baptist Church, Coquitlam $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Cornerstone Baptist Church, Kamloops $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Emmanuel Romanian Baptist Church, Port Moody $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ First Baptist Church, Grand Forks $0.00 $855.33 $2,282.75
 First East Indian Baptist Church, Richmond $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Freedom Biker Chruch, Surrey $0.00 $172.58 $0.00
√ Gateway Baptist Church, Surrey $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Grace Baptist Church, Williams Lake $0.00 $241.06 $1,662.53
 Great Commission Baptist, Aldergrove $0.00 $300.00 $300.00
√ Immanuel Christian Fellowship, Vancouver $100.00 $500.00 $400.00
√ Korean Baptist Church of Vancouver, Vancouver $100.00 $900.00 $800.00
√ Korean Bethel Baptist Church, Delta $0.00 $0.00 $300.00
√ Laotian Baptist Church, Surrey $0.00 $1,600.00 $700.00
√ Living Word Chinese Baptist Church, Vancouver $0.00 $1,000.00 $0.00
√ Logos Baptist Church, Coquitlam $0.00 $0.00 $700.00
√ Mapes Baptist Church, Vanderhoof $1,430.28 $3,527.59 $1,960.87
 Mien Baptist Church, Surrey $0.00 $240.00 $365.00
 Mosaic Community Church, New WestMinster $0.00 $18.00 $0.00
√ Mountain View Baptist Church, Salmon Arm $767.19 $6,992.45 $5,940.70
√ Okanagan Chinese Baptist Church, Kelowna $0.00 $6,250.74 $6,200.88
 Open Door Community Ministries, Richmond $0.00 $4,000.00 $9,500.00
√ Pacific Rim Church, Langley $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Peace Korean Baptist Church, Langley $0.00 $0.00 $300.00
 Primera Iglesia Bautista, Delta $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Re:Generation, Langley $0.00 $220.55 $124.00
√ Richmond Chinese Baptist, Richmond $0.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00
  Richmond Chinese Christian Gospel, Richmond $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Richmond Gospel Baptist, Richmond $0.00 $1,000.00 $0.00
√ RockBridge Church, Surrey $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Royal Heights Baptist, Delta $0.00 $0.00 $1,068.13
√ Salmo Baptist, Salmo $179.00 $1,034.00 $781.00
√ Southside Agape Christian Fellowship, Surrey $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Surrey Chinese Baptist, Surrey $450.00 $4,050.00 $4,050.00
√ Tent of David Fellowship, Vancouver $0.00 $1,788.65 $1,119.19
 The Bridge, Kitsilano $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ The Church of Loving People, Langley $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 The Joshua House, Richmond $0.00 $18.00 $163.20
 The Point, Burnaby $0.00 $1,189.06 $1,601.87
√ The Potter’s House Community, Westbank $0.00 $4,514.89 $7,447.11
√ Towers Baptist, Richmond $0.00 $4,387.50 $4,612.50
√ Uplands Baptist, Terrace $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Urban Village Church, Vancouver $0.00 $6,990.25 $4,269.61
√ Vancouver Chinese Baptist, Vancouver $1,200.00 $10,400.00 $10,400.00
 Vancouver Nahnum Baptist, Vancouver $0.00 $700.00 $900.00
√ Victoria Korean Baptist, Victoria $0.00 $450.00 $600.00
 Vietnamese Baptist Linh-An Church, Vancouver $0.00 $900.20 $0.00
 WestCoast Japanese, Vancouver $0.00 $1,286.49 $1,818.07
√ Westlynn Baptist, North Vancouver $0.00 $2,847.33 $4,685.30

 NEW CHURCH PLANTS   

 Church on the Rock, Pitt Meadows $0.00 $889.95 $1,085.07
 Ekklesia, North Saanich $0.00 $2,788.71 $0.00
 Origin, Vancouver $0.00 $2,618.64 $2,040.67
 The Common Place, Coquitlam $0.00 $68.13 $0.00
 The Crossings, Vancouver $0.00 $1,701.67 $1,638.88
 Zendeh (Living) Church, New WestMinster $0.00 $262.41 $274.66
 Zona Cero Baptist Ministries, Vancouver $0.00 $900.00 $0.00

 OTHER PLANTS   

 New Hope Church, Port Coquitlam $0.00 $801.95 $0.00
 BC TOTALS $6,072.16 $94,572.70 $95,830.99

ALBERTA  
 CONGREGATIONS   

 Abundant Life Chinese Baptist, Calgary $465.00 $2,325.00 $1,953.00
 Agape Chinese Baptist, Edmonton $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Alpine Christian Church, Canmore $0.00 $1,000.00 $900.00
√ Big Rock Baptist, Okotoks $832.45 $5,354.98 $5,527.00
√ Bow Valley Baptist, Cochrane $0.00 $35,621.50 $38,197.59
√ Bridge International, Calgary $0.00 $0.00 $5,000.00
 Calgary Bangla Baptist Church, Calgary $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Calgary Chinese Baptist, Calgary $0.00 $6,208.70 $5,882.06
 Calgary Korean Global Mission, Calgary $0.00 $400.00 $0.00
 Calgary Woori, Calgary $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Cambrian Heights Baptist, Calgary $1,230.79 $13,966.34 $12,880.54
√ Christ International Assembly $0.00 $0.00 $500.00
 Connection Church, Fort McMurrary $0.00 $0.00 $540.00
 Cowboy Trail, Cochrane $975.86 $5,213.63 $5,591.69
√ Dovercourt Baptist, Edmonton $0.00 $8,887.63 $6,659.61
√ Edmonton Chinese Baptist, Edmonton $0.00 $2,500.00 $7,500.00
√ Église Baptiste de la Rédemption, Calgary $0.00 $0.00 $500.00
√ Evangel Chinese Baptist, Edmonton $0.00 $0.00 $2,000.00
√ Evansburg Baptist, Evansburg $376.00 $6,052.60 $6,150.60
√ Fairview Cornerstone Baptist, Fairview $0.00 $0.00 $7,879.39
√ Filipino International Baptist, Edmonton $0.00 $6,382.00 $5,348.00
 Global Mission Christian Fellowship, Calgary $0.00 $0.00 $1,037.02
√ Grace Family, St Albert $100.00 $1,876.56 $100.00
√ Ivy Lake Baptist, Grand Prairie $0.00 $1,268.00 $402.79
√ Jasper Place Baptist, Edmonton $822.95 $8,345.40 $8,645.69
 Life-Touch Center Ministries, Calgary $448.10 $3,913.54 $2,733.98
√ Newway Baptist, Edmonton $0.00 $0.00 $700.00
 Red Deer Korean Community, Red Deer $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Richmond Hill Baptist, Calgary $4,871.35 $34,239.48 $32,012.72
√ Southwinds, Calgary $695.00 $5,894.00 $5,865.00
 Tapestry, Citadel, Calgary $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Tapestry, Tuscany, Calgary $0.00 $2,200.00 $3,281.00
√ The Pathway Church, Calgary $1,287.25 $6,157.29 $5,105.77
√ Trinity Baptist, Calgary $0.00 $9,308.61 $15,201.57
√ Truth Baptist, Calgary $0.00 $13,690.48 $15,859.71
 Vietnamese Community, Calgary $0.00 $1,000.00 $1,256.00
√ Westwood Baptist, Edmonton $0.00 $2,690.10 $2,725.74
√ Worsley Baptist, Worsley $705.47 $6,656.60 $7,217.63

 NEW CHURCH PLANTS   

 Genesis Church, Airdrie $0.00 $703.20 $1,835.10
 Hill Country Reformed Baptist, Cochrane $512.11 $939.62 $0.00
 Life Renewal Chinese Baptist, Edmonton $402.30 $402.30 $0.00
 Noel, Cochrane $0.00 $2,100.00 $0.00
 The Open Door Community Church, Sherwood Park $0.00 $1,700.16 $592.20

 AB TOTALS $13,724.63 $196,997.72 $217,581.40
SASKATCHEWAN

 CONGREGATIONS   

√ Allan Baptist, Allan $0.00 $225.67 $196.04
√ Bethal Christian Fellowship, Prince Albert $100.00 $900.00 $700.00
√ Calvary Baptist, Moose Jaw $0.00 $737.96 $1,700.18
√ Community Baptist, North Battleford $0.00 $3,569.20 $2,802.50
√ Discovery Baptist, Regina $0.00 $2,886.08 $4,003.22
√ Emmanuel Baptist, Melfort $159.35 $6,984.14 $7,024.15
√ Faith Baptist, Saskatoon $454.78 $3,786.64 $4,514.74
√ Hi-Way Harvest Fellowship, Smeaton $0.00 $155.00 $0.00
√ Lakewood Baptist, Saskatoon $83.50 $2,322.71 $2,846.77
√ Muskoday Baptist, Muskoday $10.00 $90.00 $80.00
√ Scarborough Baptist, Prince Albert $550.00 $4,890.00 $3,920.00
√ Watrous Baptist, Watrous $500.00 $1,500.00 $2,000.00
√ Woori Baptist, Regina $379.39 $1,446.12 $1,526.85

 NEW CHURCH PLANTS   

 Battleford’s Cowboy Church, Prince Alberta $0.00 $90.00 $0.00

 SEPT YTD 2013 SEPT 2012 SEPT YTD 2013 SEPT 2012

√ Denotes those churches that are affiliated (seated) with the CNBC *This report includes only churches that have contributed to the Cooperative Program in the current year.
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*GIVING THROUGH THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 2013

 Gronlid, Gronlid $0.00 $500.00 $0.00
 SK TOTALS $2,237.02 $30,083.52 $31,314.45

MANITOBA   
 CONGREGATIONS   

√ Garden Park, Winnipeg $1,351.89 $7,954.24 $5,086.49
 Joy Fountain Church, East St. Paul $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ New Life Sanctuary, Winnipeg $0.00 $250.00 $1,200.00
√ SALT Community of Believers, Anola $0.00 $675.00 $500.00
 St. Adolphe Bible Fellowship, St. Adolphe $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Tabor Baptist Church, Winnipeg $0.00 $600.00 $600.00

 NEW CHURCH PLANTS   

 City of Refuge, Winnipeg $0.00 $0.00 $496.09
 Family Life Church, Winnipeg $0.00 $0.00 $75.00
 Renaissance Church, Winnipeg $0.00 $450.00 $300.00

 MB TOTALS $1,351.89 $9,929.24 $8,257.58
ONTARIO

 CONGREGATIONS   

 All Nations Church, Sudbury $0.00 $500.00 $0.00
√ Baptist International Worship Centre, Brampton $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Beacon Baptist Church, Victoria Harbour $0.00 $700.00 $0.00
√ Bethel Romanian Baptist Church, Kitchener $0.00 $900.00 $900.00
√ Bible Centered Fellowship of Toronto, Toronto $0.00 $600.00 $300.00
 Celebration!, Gloucester $0.00 $6,143.00 $4,684.39
√ Dixie Baptist Church, Mississauga $0.00 $300.00 $100.00
 Eglise Baptiste de la Saintete, Scarborough $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Eglise Baptiste Haitienne Salem, Hamilton $258.97 $1,712.11 $1,918.47
√ Eglise Evangelique Baptiste Eben Ezer, Ottawa $250.00 $3,000.00 $1,500.00
√ Emmanuel Baptist Church, Etobicoke $0.00 $1,000.00 $1,400.00
 Good News Baptist Church, North York $0.00 $100.00 $500.00
√ Grace Baptist Church, Mississauga $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Greek Gospel Church of Toronto, East York $0.00 $400.00 $500.00
√ Iglesia Bautista Betel, Scarborough $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00
 Kingdom Harvest Missional Church, Scarborough $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Missisauga Southern Chinese Baptist Church, Mississauga $0.00 $0.00 $350.00
 Oakville Christian Fellowship, Oakville $0.00 $717.27 $693.81
 Polish Christian Church, Mississauga $0.00 $0.00 $500.00
√ Ridgecrest Southern Baptist Church, Hamilton $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Sequoia Community Church, Nepean $5,592.00 $33,892.00 $16,500.00
 The Journey Church, Brampton $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 The Sanctuary, Kerr Village $109.00 $3,428.50 $2,221.31
√ The Sanctuary, Oakville $2,990.00 $26,591.70 $24,539.59
√ The Sanctuary, Milton $0.00 $1,310.86 $0.00
 The Sanctuary, Mississauga $0.00 $1,090.00 $2,603.00
√ The Vine Church, Mississauga $52.90 $565.60 $1,534.19

 NEW CHURCH PLANTS   

 All Nations Baptist Church, North York $0.00 $513.00 $0.00
 Bantry Gospel Seed, Richmond Hill $190.00 $1,090.00 $1,060.00
 Hamilton Bikers Church, Hamilton $0.00 $191.00 $0.00
 Hamilton Fellowships, Hamilton $0.00 $1,274.00 $0.00
 Mosiac Toronto, Toronto $215.40 $702.60 $0.00
 Ohr L’Goyim Messianic Congregation, Maple $37.77 $181.77 $0.00
 Pathway Church Kanata, Richmond $0.00 $2,422.49 $0.00
 Rendezvous - Midtown, Toronto $0.00 $46.00 $0.00
 SouthShore Bible Church, Barrie -$3,537.08 $0.00 $0.00
 The Sanctuary, Pickering $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Trinity Life, Toronto $83.00 $420.00 $0.00
 Wabaseemoong Gospel Church, Kenora $0.00 $80.00 $0.00

 OTHER PLANTS 

 Church Planting Church, Mississauga $286.00 $1,143.53 $0.00
 ON TOTALS $6,527.96 $91,015.43 $62,804.76

QUEBEC
 CONGREGATIONS   

 Arabic Baptist Church of Christ of Montréal, Montréal $250.00 $250.00 $500.00
√ Assemblée Évangélique bon Samaritain, St. Georges $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Connexion Montréal, Ahuntsic  $0.00 $0.00 $2,313.16
√ Église Baptiste Communautaire Béthanie, Montréal $40.00 $545.00 $425.00
√ Église Baptiste Évangélique de Maniwaki, Maniwaki $0.00 $5,000.00 $400.00

√ Église Baptiste Galilée, Saint Hubert $0.00 $600.00 $500.00
√ Église Baptiste Haitienne Siloe, Montréal $400.00 $500.00 $300.00
√ Église Baptiste Nouvelle Jérusalem, Montréal $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Église Baptiste Shéba, Montréal $0.00 $500.00 $750.00
 Église de L’Amour du Seigneur $0.00 $200.00 $0.00
√ Église de Rocher Vivant Communauté Chrétienne, Saint Félix $110.00 $1,200.00 $1,324.00
 Église Évangélique Baptiste de Manahaim, Montréal $0.00 $0.00 $400.00
√ Église Évangélique de Pointe Saint-Charles, Montréal $78.74 $706.70 $613.99
 Église Renaissance de Sherbrooke, Sherbrooke $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Église Renaissance du Long Sault, Grenville $0.00 $1,142.50 $2,331.00
 First Romanian Baptist Church, Laval $0.00 $0.00 $500.00
√ Greek Canadian Gospel Church, Montréal $0.00 $0.00 $200.00
 Iglesia Bautista El Nuevo Pacto, Montréal $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ International Christian Community of Montréal, Montréal $0.00 $50.00 $0.00
√ On Noori Korean Baptist Church of Montréal, Côte-St-Luc $0.00 $50.00 $0.00
√ Providence Church, Montréal $0.00 $400.00 $0.00
√ Renaissance Bible Church, Rawdon $264.85 $2,362.08 $2,098.58

 NEW CHURCH PLANTS   

 BeU Church $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Connexion Montréal Pointe-aux-Trembles, Montréal $195.00 $499.00 $0.00
 Disciples Christian Fellowship of Montréal, St. Hubert $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Initiative 22, Montréal $387.50 $387.50 $0.00
 La Chapelle, Dollard-des-Ormeaux $0.00 $2,671.38 $0.00

 QC TOTALS $1,726.09  $17,064.16 $12,655.73
NEWFOUNDLAND/LABRADOR

 NEW CHURCH PLANTS   

  $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 NFL TOTALS $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

NEW BRUNSWICK
 CONGREGATIONS   

 Harvest Christian Church, Fredericton $0.00 $0.00 $200.00
 Hillside Church, Blackville $0.00 $1,100.00 $1,300.00
√ Hope Community Church, Fredericton $405.00 $2,760.50 $3,192.00
 Miramichi Valley Church, Doaktown $1,110.00 $6,330.00 $4,740.00
√ Providence Christian Church, Riverview $970.92 $7,780.87 $0.00

 NEW CHURCH PLANTS   

 Eastside Church, Miramichi $139.00 $973.30 $419.00
 Eglise Cite de la Grace, Dieppe $0.00 $757.03 $0.00
 Refuge Church, Riverview $0.00 $860.00 $0.00

 NB TOTALS $2,624.92  $20,561.70 $9,851.00
NOVA SCOTIA   

 CONGREGATIONS   

 Baddeck Church Baptist Church, Margaree Valley $0.00 $0.00 $4,524.21
√ Gospel Light Baptist Church, Halifax $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Journey Community Church, Enfield $0.00 $168.59 $101.70
√ Living Hope Baptist Church, Lower Sackville $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
√ Living Hope Community Church, Halifax $0.00 $0.00 $200.00
√ Margaree Valley Baptist Church, Margaree Valley $333.35 $1,333.40 $666.60

 NEW CHURCH PLANTS   

 Christian Community Church - Cheticamp, SW Margaree $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 NS TOTALS $333.35 $1,501.99 $5,492.51

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
 CONGREGATIONS   

√ Community Baptist Church, Charlottetown $0.00 $6,939.94 $6,012.16
√ King’s Way Christian Fellowship, Montague $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

 NEW CHURCH PLANTS   

 Center Point Church, Montague $0.00 $3,200.00 $3,000.00
 Providence Evangelical International Church, Charlottetown $443.30 $1,466.36 $1,702.97

 PEI TOTALS $443.30 $11,606.30 $10,715.13
YUKON/NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

 CONGREGATIONS   

  $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
 Y/NWT TOTALS $0.00  $0.00 $0.00

OTHER GIFTS $100.00 $4,790.00 $6,600.00
TOTALS $35,141.32 $478,122.76 $461,103.55

 SEPT YTD 2013 SEPT 2012 SEPT YTD 2013 SEPT 2012

√ Denotes those churches that are affiliated (seated) with the CNBC *This report includes only churches that have contributed to the Cooperative Program in the current year.
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EDMONTON, AB—Filipino International 
Baptist Church celebrated their six-
teenth anniverary on August 18, along 

FIBC, Edmonton, installs associate pastor
with the installa-
tion of their new 
associate pastor, 
Nate Vedoya.

Bob Shelton 
was the guest 
preacher and 
conducted the 
installation. Deen-
Deen and Charis 
Vedoya sang “We 
Are” as a mother-
daughter duet.

Nate has 
been called by 
the church, by 
the grace of God, to help prepare 
the church to fulfill their vision: “We 
would like to see a family-oriented 
church with 200 trained and spiritually 

CALGARY, AB—Kelly Reid, the new 
pastor of Tapestry Church, kicked off 
the fall season and his new ministry 
with a relaunch sermon series.

“We spent two weeks talking about 
what God has done and who He has 
made us to be,” Kelly said, “We cov-
ered the four things that we love as a 
church—our values: God, people, Scrip-
ture and transformation.”

Kelly concluded the series, discuss-
ing how we live, and the five practices 
of Tapestry: praying, studying Scripture, 
serving, hanging out and talking about 
Jesus. Following the service Kelly intro-
duced four new members.
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On September 29 two more new 
members were added and the church 
witnessed two baptisms. Dennis Dafoe, 
a member of Tapestry’s preaching team, 
bapitzed his son, Eli, then Kelly baptized 
new member, Jourdan Despot. 

The next Sunday, October 6, Glenn 
Watson, one of the church elders, led 
Kelly’s ordination/installation. His mes-
sage stated that God’s call to ministry  
is a call to: love His church, proclaim  
His gospel, invest in eternity, labour in 
His strength.

Church members honoured the Reid 
family on Sunday evening with a pantry 
shower and potluck dinner/pig roast.

Tapestry Church welcomes their new 
pastor, Kelly Reid, his wife, Brooke, and 
their two daughters, Delaney and Finley. 

Pastor Kelly Reid baptizes Jourdan Despot. Dennis Dafoe baptizes his son, Eli.

Tapestry Church: new pastor and baptisms

The Vedoya family: Jasmin, Deen-Deen, 
Charis, Malachi and Nathan

Bayani Taligato says a prayer of dedication for Nathan and Deen-
Deen Vedoya during the installation service.

growing members, actively participating 
in missions and in various Filipino 
community events with two daughter 
churches by 2017.”
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Clearly Canadian

Dana Morgan and Kevin Thorsell were 
married on October 5 in San Diego, CA. Dana is the 

daughter of Dan and Melanie Morgan. Dan is the 
team leader for CNBC’s New Communtities of Faith team, 
Melanie is administrative assistant for the Transforming 
Communities team. The couple will live in San Diego, CA, 
where they are Campus Ministers for Challenge Ministry at 
San Diego State University.

Gerry and Connie Taillon 
announce the arrival of their newest 

granddaughter, 
Brielle Mary 
Sophia Taillon, 
born October 12 
in Calgary, AB. 
Brielle’s parents 
are the Taillons’ 
son and wife, JP 
and Jessie Taillon. 
Gerry is the CNBC national ministry leader.

Victor and Candice Thomas, of 
Burnaby, 

BC, announce 
the arrival of 
their daughter, 
Rebecca Joy 
Thomas, born 
August 22. Victor 
is church planting 
pastor at The 
Point Church in 
Burnaby.

Kathy Morales announces the arrival 
of her newest grandson, Jonah Mi-

chael Beaulieu, born September 21, in Cal-
gary, AB. Jonah’s 
parents are Kathy’s 
daughter and 
husband, Stephanie 
and Mike Beaulieu. 
Kathy is the team 
leader for CNBC’s 
Transforming Com-
munities team.

Michelle Nancy 
Hale and Danny 

James Zacharias were 
married on October 12 in 
Worsley, AB. Michelle’s 
parents are Dick and 
Shirlee Hale. Dick is 
senior pastor of Worsley 
Baptist Church. Danny’s 
parents are Jake and  
Susan Zacharias from 
Cleardale, AB. The couple 
will reside in Olds, AB, 
where Danny has another 
year to complete the Farrier 
program at Olds College.

VANCOUVER, BC—
Pastor Phillip Tran was 
ordained by Linh-An 
Baptist Church on 
Sunday, September 13 in 
a service including lead-
ers from Vancouver and 
Seattle, and members 
of the Linh-An Baptist 
congregation. The Trans 
appreciate your prayers 
as they lead out in plant-
ing this congregation 
among the Vietnamese 
community throughout 
Vancouver.

Linh-An Baptist Church, Vancouver ordains pastor

Ray Woodard, Pastor Ha Tien Canh , Scott Harris, and 
Hamish Buntain pray for Phillip Tran and his wife  
Le Thi Ky Tien at his ordination service.

The Tran family: Tran Phan Phuoc Phillip and 
wife Le Thi Ky Tien and their children, Tran Le 
Gia An Esther, Tran Phan Hung Joshua and Tran 
Phan Huy Samuel

cnbc cnbc cnbc cnbc cnbc cnbcvisit  us  @ w w w.cnbc .ca
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See page 19 for missions contact information


