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whom I was 
privileged to work 
during my first 
several years in the 
convention office. 
She inspired me 
to want to help 
our churches tell 
their stories in the 
Baptist Horizon.

We want to continue to provide a 
place for the stories of CNBC churches 
to be told and hope you will consider 
sharing the events of your church 
family.

As you read these stories we hope 
you will be encouraged, inspired and 
informed. Celebrate with us as we con-
tinue to write God-stories together.

Debbie Shelton
Baptist Horizon Editor
dshelton@cnbc.ca

By Catherine Schmidt 
In 1953 I was a freshman at Hardin-

Simmons University in Abilene, Texas, 
a long way from my home in West 
Vancouver, British Columbia. How did 
I get so far from my home? The story 
goes back several years. 

While I was in high school, my 
parents, Percy and Marion Lee, became 
familiar with Southern Baptists. They 
met leaders from the Baptist General 
Convention of Oregon and Washington 

Catherine and Allen Schmidt participate in the 
50th anniversary celebration of Canadian South-
ern Baptists. Photo by Debbie Shelton

(Northwest Baptist Convention) 
and attended conferences in 
Portland. They returned home 
each time with satchels of litera-
ture and much excitement. 

This excitement resulted in a 
trip to Houston to the Southern 
Baptist Convention in 1953. 

And I went with them. On this 
trip we visited Baylor University, 
Howard Payne Baptist College 
and Hardin-Simmons University. 
The testimony of a new graduate 
of Hardin-Simmons helped me 
make the decision to enrol there. 

My father had been pres-
ident of the Regular Baptist 
Convention of British Columbia 

(now Fellowship Baptists) for a 
number of years. Canadian Southern 
Baptists had good beginning—50 years 
ago He was not a pastor but a business-
man and committed churchman. My 
mother was an enthusiastic promoter 
and a dynamic witness devoted to the 
Lord. 

Three characteristics of Southern 
Baptists excited my parents: 

• Emphasis on evangelism—the 
theme for the 1953 convention 

was “A million more in 54” 
• The Cooperative Program and 

Southern Baptist’s way of doing 
missions 

• The Baptist literature—my moth-
er wept when she saw a photo-
graph of a person being baptized 
by immersion in an older chil-
dren’s Sunday school book 

Although I was 2500 miles away I 
lived the excitement through my moth-
er’s letters. She shared that a group 
of people began meeting in our home 
with 17 present the first Sunday. The 
numbers grew and soon the fledgling 
Southern Baptist church purchased a 
church building in North Vancouver. 

By the time I arrived home in May, 
1954 Kings Road Baptist Church had 
called a pastor and new people were 
attending and being saved. I too, expe-
rienced the excitement. 

Kings Road Baptist Church was 
the second church in Canada to 
affiliate with the Northwest Baptist 
Convention (Kingcrest Baptist Church 
in Vancouver, BC, was the first). 

The church later amalgamated 
with a new church start, now Westlyn 
Baptist Church, North Vancouver.

Canadian Southern Baptists had good beginning—50 years ago

As you read through this special 
edition of the Baptist Horizon you will 
have a glimpse of some of the high-
lights of the Canadian Southern Baptist 
Convention/Canadian National Baptist 
Convention during the past 25 years.

Searching through each issue for 
only one or two articles to feature per 
year was at first a daunting task. But 
the process quickly became an inter-
esting lesson on the history of our con-
vention. These stories are rich with the 
activity of God among our churches.

The articles printed here are meant 
to provide you with a wide-ranging 
picture of our rich CCSB/CNBC 
heritage. 

The layout of the first two pages of 
the September 1988 Baptist Horizon 
(pages 3 and 4 here) have been dupli-
cated as closely as possible to the 
original. 

Twenty-fifth annivesary special edition
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The layout and design of the Baptist 
Horizon changed through the years 
of its publication. Colour was added 
in 2002. The design variations of this 
magazine represent those changes.

In May of 2009 we published our 
first French Translation with the help 
of international missionary, Baker Hill. 
We are thankful that he has continued 
to translate each issue even after his 
recent retirement.

In the later years of the Baptist 
Horizon the articles increased in 
length. Because of limited space some 
of the stories had to be cut down. If 
you want to read the full version of 
these articles you can download a PDF 
file of each issue from the Baptist 
Horizon archives on the convention 
website: www.cnbc.ca.

I also want to thank Nancy 
McGough, the founding editor, with 
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Canadian paper is reality
The first issue of the Canadian 

Southern Baptist paper is a reality thanks 
to the efforts of many Baptists throughout 
the country who have responded to the  
request for news. 

Names and logos are still being 
accepted for the paper. Churches should 
write to the convention office to make 
suggestions and to tell the convention 
how many papers they wish to receive. 

Subscriptions to individuals who 
are not members of Canadian Southern 
Baptist Churches are $5 per year. 

By Frank Stirk

Mike McElroy says if it had 
been left up to him, be never would 
have become involved in an inner city 
ministry. 

But for three years he’s been 
pastor of Redboine Baptist Church 
(formerly Portage Chapel) in down-
town Winnipeg. “Now that I’m here,” 
he says, “I’m thankful that God knows 
what He’s doing.” 

The ministry poses some huge 
challenges. Winnipeg has the largest 
native population for a city its size in 
Canada. Around ten per cent of the peo-
ple who live in the Manitoba capital are 
Indian. Many left the reserves to escape 
chronic unemployment, alcohol and 
drug dependencies and other problems, 
hoping to make a better life for them-
selves. But the city is often no better. 

Winnipeg’s political leaders 
have been trying to come to grips with 
the problem for decades. The city’s 
mayor, Bill Norrie, said at a news con-
ference over the summer that the an-
swer is more job training programs. 

Not surprisingly, McElroy dis-
agrees. He says he’s distressed to see 
even other Christian groups view the 
problems of the inner city as basically 
social. Although he notes social needs 
must be met ultimately the problem is 

WINNIPEG MINISTRY BEGINS NEW CHAPTER
spiritual. “And so,” he says, “we are 
trying to meet the physical needs—the 
symptoms—but at the same time, we 
want to meet the real problem, which is 
the spiritual problem.” 

After two very difficult years, 
there is no question that McElroy’s min-
istry is beginning to bear fruit. In July 
he received the keys to the building that 
has now become the church’s home. 

For a year previously, the 
church had been meeting in McElroy’s 
basement while they searched for per-
manent quarters. 

He says the building has giv-
en them a visibility like they’ve never 
had before. ‘’I guess in the first month 
I met more people and made more con-
tacts than in the whole year we met in 
my home.” 

But plans are to use the build-
ing for more than worship services. A 
youth drop-in centre opened its doors 
for the first time in September. Help-
ing McElroy and his wife, Charlotte, 
run the centre are a US-2 worker (a 2 
year missionary) and volunteers from 
his church and Winnipeg’s four other 
Southern Baptist churches. 

McElroy said three kids had 
come by one day asking about the drop-
in centre which they had heard about 
just by word-of-mouth. “It becomes 

very apparent to me that we’re going to 
be overrun. They’ll be coming at first to 
check us out. And if we pass the test, 
we’ll build the program, and if not, 
we’ll fizzle out.” 

“So we need to show that we’re 
available at first, that we’re not going to 
be pushy, but yet not be afraid to speak 
with them and share with them spiritual 
things.” 

Nor does it end there. About a 
year ago Redboine also began a native 
mission called the Indian Baptist Fel-
lowship. And it’s here that McElroy has 
met some of his most serious obstacles. 

First, he has had difficulty 
in locating a native man to pastor the 
mission. He says a man will be coming 
from Oklahoma at the end of October in 
view of a call, but so far, no funding has 
been guaranteed. 

The other problem goes to the 
very heart of how to win natives for 
Christ especially with the current resur-
gence of the Indian religion. 

“Indian Christians do not see it 
as a positive thing. Here are people who 
have been delivered from a religion of 
fear and spiritualism.” 

But he says the greatest resis-
tance has come from whites, including 
some Christians, who see any serious 

Please see Winnipeg Page 2
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Canadian Southern Baptists begin a new 
era in publication with this first issue of our own 
convention news magazine. My article enters a 
new phase and takes on a new I function. I trust 
you will bear with me as I work to adjust the style 
and content of this column. In the Canadian Com-
mentary in the Northwest Witness, I was editorial-
izing, sharing news and giving an overall picture 
of our work. The editorializing and news sharing 
will now be done in other sections of the paper.

In view of these adjustments I felt it wise to change the name of my column. 
I thought of a variety of names such as Director’s Dribblings or Head Shed Highlights. 
Having carefully evaluated each inspiration I settle on “Looking Up,” at least until a better 
inspiration comes along.

It’s exciting to note that in a number of our churches things are “looking up”. 
As we move in to the fall season attendance in increasing, finances are growing, people 
are being reached. This is a good beginning and preparation for the new church year. From 
now until Christmas is the prime time of the year for church growth. I pray that each of our 
churches will experience great growth this year.

HARVEST MISSION OFFERING, AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE 
A WORTHY SACRIFICE

Each of you by now should have received by direct mail and/or through your 
church some promotion on our ‘88 Canadian Harvest Mission Offering. In order to our 
goal of $150,000, it will require that each of us make this much more than just another 
“mission offering.” We need to make it a matter of real sacrifice above beyond what we 
normally do. I plan to.

A chicken and a pig were visiting together one day when their farmer- 
owner walked by. The chicken said, “He’s really a nice farmer. He feeds us and treats us 
well. Lets give him ham and eggs for breakfast tomorrow.” The pig responded, “That’s 
easy for you to say. For you it’s just an offering. For me it’s total sacrifice.”

We’re not asking you for total sacrifice in this offering, but for a worthy sacri-
fice, more than just an offering. Note the example of the four R.A. boys from Bow Val-
ley, all under ten years of age. [See inset here] I am aware of a number of our churches 

who have set worthy goals, well 
above any previous goals for 
this offering. Westlynn Baptist, 
North Vancouver, set a goal of 
$3,000.00. I would guess this is 
more than they have ever given to 
any mission offering in the past. 
Cambrian Heights Baptist, Cal-
gary, set a goal of $9,000. Willow 
Park, Calgary, set a goal of $100 
per church family. Bow Valley, 
Cochrane, set a goal of $5,000. If 
all our churches set and reach our 
goal it will enable us to pay the 
loan which was taken to complete 
the buildings and build the water 
line. It will make our seminary 
and convention debt free. It will 

insure that we can move ahead in the work God has called us to.
Do your part. First, PRAY that God will impress you with what He would have 

you give. Then GIVE as God leads you. If every member of every church gives as God 
leads it will draw us together in a great victory for Him!

Until next month be good and work hard!

effort to share the gospel with native 
people as an attack on native culture. 
For example, McElroy says they oppose 
church planting and preaching, but find 
nothing wrong with passing around the 
peace pipe during a worship service.

“I think if they were to listen 
to the Christian native people, and they 
haven’t obviously, they would realize 
they’re playing with fire.” 

Over the years that McElroy 
has been working in the inner city, his 
commitment has grown. His music first 
brought him to Canada 6 years ago, 
when he came with a Texas choir to 
Scarborough Baptist Church in Prince 
Albert. 

Jack Connor, who was the pas-
tor there at the time, invited McElroy to 
return next year with his Christian band, 
which they did. 

But it was not until 1985, after 
completing his studies at Golden Gate 
Seminary, that Mike and Charlotte re-
turned once more to Canada, this time 
to Winnipeg. 

He worked as a summer mis-
sionary in Alaska, another summer 
working in Phoenix with Mexicans 
and blacks from the inner city, and two 
years in a family life centre in Arling-
ton, Texas. 

“After a year in Winnipeg,’’ 
Mike says, “1 began to see how my gifts 
fit the work here. God is sovereign and 
he really had a plan in our coming to the 
downtown.’’ 

As for the future, McElroy 
says he and Charlotte have not set any 
time limit on how long they plan to stay 
in Winnipeg. He says they’re commit-
ted to staying until the work is estab-
lished. And he can’t say how long that 
will take.

BAPTIST HORIZON
Canadian Convention of Southern Baptists
Postal Bag 300
Cochrane, AB T0L 0W0
(403) 932-5688

Allen E. Schmidt, Executive Director
Nancy McGough, Editor
Issued monthly

Please send address changes to
BAPTIST HORIZON, Postal Bag 300
Cochrane, AB T0L 0W0

September, 1998, Vol 1, No. 1

LOOKING UP
By Allen Schmidt

RA BOYS HIKE FOR MISSIONS
Royal Ambassador boys from Bow Valley Bap-

tist church in Cochrane, Alberta, have already raised 
$287 toward their $400 Harvest mission Offering 
goal.

In late August they participated in a walk-a-thon 
at the 150 acre Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary 
campus which has seven kilometres of trails.

They plan to raise the rest of the money by col-
lecting bottles, cans and newspapers, as well as giv-
ing part of their allowances. Seminary student, Rob 
Lindahl, is RA leader. Andi Cook, Bow Valley Sunday 
School director, has also worked with them this sum-
mer. [From page 8 of the Sept 1988 Horizon]
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The Canadian evangelism conferences 
conducted January 13 to 21, in Vancouver. 
Edmonton, Regina and Toronto were “the 
best attended and the most enthusiasti-
cally received of any to date,” said Allen 
Schmidt. convention executive director. 
More than 400 people attended the four 
sections of the conference.

The Vancouver section, meeting at 
Royal Heights Baptist Church, Delta, 
B.C., had more than 100 people on Friday 
night Edmonton had the highest atten-
dance. Toronto’s attendance was double 
that of last year’s conference.

Nearly half of the time was set aside 
for workshops. Dr. Ken Carter from the 
Home Mission Board led workshops on 
administering the dynamics of church 
growth. He talked about the styles of lead-
ership needed at various levels of church 
growth and how to shift from one style to 
another as the church grows. 

Allen Schmidt led a workshop on how 
to plan for growth and how to build an 
evangelistic, growing Sunday school

In Toronto, Jeff Pound, director of 
evangelism for Ohio, led conferences 

Over 400 attend Canadian evangelism conferences

on evangelism in metropolitan areas. He 
emphasized making friends for Christ as 
a bridge for witnessing. Ron and Sara 
Hatchett from Ft Myers, Florida, led the 
singing and provided special music. Dr. 
Broadus Hale, professor at the Canadian 
Southern Baptist Seminary, led in Bible 

studies in the book of Jude. Dr. Clint 
Ashley, seminary president, preached at 
each session.

 The 1990 conferences will be January 
11 to 20, in Vancouver, Calgary, Saskatoon 
or Winnipeg, and Toronto, subject to ex-
ecutive board and convention approval.

(Left to right), Ken Carter, Clint Ashley, Jeff Pound, Broadus Hale, Sara Hatchett, 
Allen Schmidt, and Ron Hatchett
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Seminary challenge goal reached!

God brought victory to Canadian 
Southern Baptists this month as the 
Seminary Challenge Gift Goal was reached 
and the debt will be liquidated, announces 
seminary development officer James Teel. 

“The timely gift of $75,000 from 
Second Baptist Church, Houston, Texas, 
put us over the top,’’ he says. “There was 
a tremendous moment of exhilaration and 
thanksgiving when this word arrived on 
March 8 and we realized God had given us 
the victory.’’ 

However, he notes, crucial to meet-
ing the goal were the gifts of Canadian 
Southern Baptists and their churches, 
“who gave above and beyond what they 

were able through the Harvest Mission 
Offering.” Over $100,000 was contribut-
ed through churches, besides thousands of 
dollars given by individuals. 

Also, he adds, the Advisory Council 
members, “worked tirelessly and gave 
sacrificially toward this goal. Their com-
mitment and their willingness and ability 
to ‘Share the Dream’ of the seminary with 
others cannot be underestimated.”

“But,” Teel says, “in our exuberance we 
must not overlook the fact it was the anony-
mous Challenge Gift which God used to 
motivate us to dig down a little deeper . 
We are indebted to this anonymous donor 
for his wisdom and foresight in setting the 

stage for this victory . His challenge served 
its purpose, and he rejoiced with us that it 
had been met.”

The Second Baptist Church, Houston 
learned of the opportunity to give to the 
Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary when 
they wrote the Foreign Mission Board. 
They received a list of needs around 
the world, from which they selected the 
Canadian seminary. That gift, which is a 
part of their world-wide, year-round work 
of missions, will come through the Foreign 
Mission Board, which has been the great-
est single channel through which Baptists 
have given toward construction and opera-
tion of the seminary to date .

Reaching the Challenge Gift goal and 
paying off the debt is a significant mile-
stone in the development of the seminary, 
says Teel, adding there are new challenges 
on the horizon as the student housing is 
built, the administration building is com-
pleted, operating costs are met, and en-
dowment becomes a reality . 

“But for now, we thank Him who has 
led us thus far, and allows us a part in the 
training of those He has called into His 
fields in Canada and around the world.’’ 
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COCHRANE, Alberta—An unseason-
al snowstorm did not dampen the spirits 
of the first six graduates of the Canadian 
Southern Baptist Seminary on April 28. 
About 230 persons celebrated the event. 

Some out-of-town 
guests did not arrive 
in time for the cer-
emony because of 
weather. 

When the Canadian 
Convention of South-
ern Baptists formed 
a convention in May 
1985, they voted to 
build a seminary at 
the same meeting. 
Allen Schmidt, exec-
utive director/treasur-
er, told the students 
at graduation that this 
was “probably the 
first time in history 
that both a convention 
and a seminary were 

formed on the same day .... It’s been a 
challenging five years. God has moved us 
faster than we dared think possible.’’

Each of the six students gave a testi-
mony during the commencement ceremo-

ny. Barry Bonney of Leroy, Saskatchewan, 
told the audience, “I’m especially grateful 
today for a small group of Baptists in 
a very large country who had the vision 
to start this seminary. And I am grateful 
for how God has used it to build my own 
life and for how He will continue to use 
it as others come here to work out their 
salvation with fear and trembling in part-
nership with God to become Christian 
workers, spiritual labourers and harvesters 
in Canada and around the world to God’s 
glory.”

Seminary trustee president Robert 
Shelton, pastor of Garden Park Baptist 
Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, remind-
ed the audience, “Our Southern Baptist 
churches across Canada sent men and 
women who felt the call of God on their 
lives to minister. They came to be trained 
and equipped in our school and now we’re 
sending them back to our churches and to 
plant new churches all across Canada.’’ 
He reminded the graduates, “You are our 
letter, written in our hearts.”

Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary holds first graduation

EDMONTON, Alberta—Maurice and 
Nancy Tenkinks were commissioned by 
the Canadian Convention of Southern 
Baptists as the first missionaries to be sent 
by the convention. The Foreign Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
along with the Canadian Convention are 
working jointly to appoint the Canadian 
couple to Nigeria 

In an emotional service on the evening 
of June 21, at Jasper Place Baptist Church, 
a crowd of Canadian Southern Baptists 
shared in the first-time experience. Royal 
Ambassador boys, Mark and Jay Brannon 
from Cambrian Heights Baptist Church, 
Calgary, Alberta carried the Canadian and 
Nigerian flags in the processional. The 
Nigerian flag was made for the occasion 
and the convention plans to have a flag 
prepared for each country as new mission-
aries are appointed. “We hope someday to 
have flags all across our platform,” said 
Allen Schmidt, Canadian Convention ex-
ecutive director. 

The Tenkinks have been appointed as 
part of a mission team to an unreached 
people group in Nigeria. Tenkink is an ag-
riculturalist who will work with a nurse, 
an evangelist, and an educational evan-
gelist. They will spend half of their time 
working in their vocational field and the 

other half in planting churches.
Mark Harvey, representative for 

Canada from the personnel selection staff 
of the Foreign Mission Board, shared the 
process of selection which began June 19, 
1989. The confidential information was 
reviewed very carefully. Harvey met with 
the Tenkinks in their home on May 10. 
Much prayer by the Tenkinks, the Foreign 
Mission Board, and the executive board 
of Mark Harvey, Foreign Mission Board, 
shares selection process. The Canadian 
Convention of Southern Baptists has pre-
ceded the decision. Harvey commended 
the executive board for their careful re-
view of the confidential information pro-
vided them.

“It is not something we take lightly,” 
Harvey said. “We never say, ‘You have 
been called of God as a foreign missionary 
or you have not been called of God to be a 
missionary.’ What we are trying to find out 
is what is God’s will. Is this the right place 
and the right time to serve with us?” 

In her testimony Nancy Tenkink stat-
ed that she had been raised in a Christian 
home. During her teen years she had 
served as counsellor in summer camps and 
had the privilege of leading several chil-
dren to faith in Christ. Later she signed 
up for a mission trip to South America. 

“Everything that could go wrong went 
wrong,” on that mission trip, she said. Her 
parents encouraged her to try again the 
next year as an intern in the Philippines. 
“Instead of going with a saviour attitude I 
went with a servant attitude,” she shared.” 
Foreign missions has come as a process 
for me,” stated Tenkink in his testimony. 
He has always had a desire to work in the 
underdeveloped world. In his later tens 
he developed a desire to share Christ. He 
felt that if he went as an agriculturalist he 
could go to countries he couldn’t other-
wise get into.

“We had peace about the call to Nigeria. 
Not at first. It was something that grew on 
us,” said Tenkink.

“Look at your feet,” challenged Dr. 
Darrell Osborne, Canadian medical mis-
sionary to Ekuy, Nigeria. He read Romans 
10:14-17. “How beautiful are your feet as 
you will walk the dusty roads of Nigeria.”

Continued on page 7

First missionaries commissioned

Maurice and Nancy Tenkink

1990 graduates of the Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary, 
Cochrane, Alberta. (Left to right) Glenys Wilkinson, 
Cochrane, Alberta, Master of Divinity; Robert Lindahl, 
Langley, BC, Associate of Divinity; Robert Lydia, Regina, 
Saskatchewan, Master of Divinity; Jeff Christopherson, North 
Battleford, Saskatchewan, Master of Divinity; Barry Bonney, 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, Master of Divinity, Darcy Cust, 
LaRonge, Saskatchewan, Associate of Divinity.
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CALGARY, Alberta—”What can we do to 
help churches grow and move forward?” 
executive board members asked at their 
meeting November 5 to 8. Actions they 
decided upon included exploring fund-
ing for viable alternative church planting 
and growth methods, sending copies of 
Growing Churches and Worship to each 
pastor in the convention, having a peri-
odic column in the Horizon on growing 
churches (see note below) and conducting 
a survey of churches, the results of which 
will be published in the Horizon. 

Executive board members present 
were: Dick Hale, Vic Morrison, Jeff 
Christopherson, Louis Chan, Kathy Rash. 
Ken Yinger, Lewis Markwood, Garnel 
Augustin. Ron Gray, Faye Owens, and 
Mike Richardson. Staff members present 
were: Allen Schmidt, Jack Conner, David 
Wyman, John Nance, Gerry Taillon, Joan 
Bruce, and Nancy McGough. President 
Don Miller was absent due to the fire at 
his church. (See story, this issue.) Places 
for future meetings of the Canadian 
Convention of Southern Baptists begin-
ning with 1996 were recommended by 
the program committee. They are 1996, 
Toronto; 1997, Saskatchewan, and 1998, 
British Columbia. 

The program committee also recom-
mended the following additions to the 
convention calendar; May 1-2, 1992, 
Canadian Native Indian Conference, 
Winnipeg; June 27-July 3, 1992, Home 
Mission Week, Ridgecrest; July 6-10, 
1992, Small Sunday School Week, 
Green Lake; July 25-31, 1992, Home 
Mission Week, Glorieta; August 3-6, 

Executive board seeks steps to assist churches in growth

Ray Woodard (left), chairman of the 
seminary board of trestees greets Con-
vention Vice President Dick Hale. (Photo 
by John Nance)

“Remember that your feet are beautiful 
as you demonstrate the love of Christ said 
Mrs. Dorothy Osborne, wife of Darrell 
Osborne, as she encouraged Nancy in the 
responsibility and education of her chil-
dren; with the health and sanitation of the 
people with whom she will work. 

Dr. Robert Tucker, professor, Canadian 
Southern Baptist Seminary, referred to the 
commissioning service as “their Bethel” 
to which they will return many times. 
“You will be leaving behind the support 
systems, your family and friends, caring 
churches and pastors. But God is going 
to give you some new black brothers and 
sisters. And there will be supportive mis-

sionary couples that your children will call 
aunts and uncles. But as never before you 
will be thrown back on your own personal 
relationship to God. It is imperative that 
you spend time in prayer, in Bible study, in 
reading of devotional books,” Tucker said.

“We send you out into a very needy and 
challenging part of the world,” said Allen 
Schmidt in his charge to the missionaries. 
“Agriculture will be the key to the door.

“We look to you to hold high the 
banner of Christ, to carry the name of 
Canadian Southern Baptists,” Schmidt 
said.

The Tenkinks have two sons, Jeffrey, 
four and Byron, two.

MOOSE JAW, Saskatchewan—I and S 
will be commissioned 
as foreigh missionaries 

on Thursday, June 20 
following the annu-

al meeting of the Canadian 
Convention of Southern Baptists.

The 7 p.m. service will be held at 
Calvary Baptist Church ....

The couple will serve in [East Asia] 
following two years of language school.

They will attend Missionary Learning 
Centre, Rockville, Maryland for several 
weeks beginning in August before leaving 
[for their assigned country.] B

H
 M

ay
 1

99
1 

(p
 1

)

I and S to be commissioned 
at annual meeting in June.

Tenkinks commissioned (cont. from page 7)

The Harvest offering—churches helping churches
COCHRANE, Alberta—Mike McElroy 
could have been discouraged. As pastor 
of Redboine Baptist Church, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, then a mission of Garden 
Park Baptist Church, he knew his small 
congregation needed a building for their 
ministries. There was just the usual prob-
lem—money.

But there was hope. The Harvest 
Mission Offering, a nation-wide Canadian 
Southern Baptist offering, was designed 

for such needs. Redboine asked other 
Canadian churches, represented by the 
convention, for help in making a down 
payment on a building. Because individ-
ual churches throughout the country had 
given generously to the Harvest Mission 
Offering that year, funds were available. 
The money was granted four years ago. 
“At that time we averaged 15 in Sunday 
school and in worship. Today we have a 
food ministry from our congregation and 

twice a month provide 
meals with our ser-
vice,” said McElroy, 
adding, “We have an average attendance 
of about 42 with attendance reaching as 
high as 50 to 60 on occasion. 

“If it were not for the Harvest Mission 
Offering, we would not have been able 
to purchase this building and would have 
been very limited in what we could do.” 

Continued on page 8

1992 SBC Language Ethnic Church 
Growth Conference; September 25-
27, 1992 Prairies BSM Conference, 
Calgary; July 24-30, 1993 Home Mission 
Week. Glorieta; August 1-6, 1993, 
Summer Youth Celebration; November 
28-December 5, 1993, Foreign Mission 
Week of Prayer, March 6-13, 1994, Home 
Mission Week of Prayer. 

The finance committee recommended 
that the executive board accept the budget 
for foreign mission funds as submitted. 
They also recommended that the plans 
and cost estimate for the convention of-
fice building be sent to board members 
for final approval by mail ballot when 
available. 

The administrative committee rec-
ommended approval of the appointment 
of Nancy Tallent to be Baptist Student 
Ministry Director for the University  
of Manitoba with additional responsibil-
ities at the University of Winnipeg and 
other campuses in the area. All of the 
above recommendations were approved 
by the board.
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Convention honours Darrell and Dorothy Osborne
DELTA, BC—”Thanks, and thanks, and 
ever thanks.”

The words may be Shakespeare’s, but 
the sentiment was echoed by conven-
tion members who honoured Darrell and 
Dorothy Osbome at the June 23 missions 
conference. 

The Osbomes will retire from the 
Southern Baptist Convention Foreign 
Mission Board in 1993 after serving 16 
years in Eku, Nigeria. 

Beginning with a luncheon sponsored 
by the convention Woman’s Missionary 
Union and organized by the women 
of Royal Heights Baptist Church, the 
Tuesday afternoon conference also in-
cluded tributes by Canadian Southern 
Baptists whom the Osborne’s lives have 
touched in the past 30 years and a song 
by their daughter, Laurel, son-in-law, Don 

Miller, and grand-
daughter, Jenny. 

The Osbornes 
gave their testi-
monies and sang a 
Nigerian scripture 
chorus. 

In Nigeria 
Dr. Osborne was 
a doctor at Eku 
Baptist Hospital. 
Dorothy taught 
in the hospital’s 
nursing school.

Not content 
to retire, they are 
open to service 
in other parts of 
the world or in  
Canada.

Volunteers work on the convention building

COCHRANE, Alberta—For 26 volun-
teers from Texas, working on the con-
vention building in Cochrane has been a 
labour of love. 

Their coordinator, John Rushing, 
doesn’t feel like a martyr, and neither do 
the other volunteers. 

They do it, “because of love for our 
Lord, because of the needs here. When 
we do volunteer work it saves churches 
money,” he said. 

The volunteers stayed from sev-
en to ten days in Cochrane during 
July. Record rainfall slowed the 
work, but didn’t dampen the spirits 
of the volunteers, many of whom 
drove up in campers for the work. 

Six churches were represent-
ed: First Baptist Church, New 
Braunfels, where Rushing is min-
ister of music; Westside Baptist 
Mission, Seguin; Westover Baptist 
Church, San Marcos; First Baptist 
Church, San Marcos; Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, White Oak, and 

Hill Country Baptist Church, Boerne.
Russell and Arleta Spannagel, volun-

teers from Hill Country Baptist Church, 
are supervisors of the entire building proj-
ect. They will remain throughout the sum-
mer. Rushing first came to Cochrane three 
years ago with the Singing Men of Texas. 
He came twice in the summer of 1990 to 
help with the student housing at the sem-
inary, just a few hundred yards from the 

Oscar Carpenter (left) and John Rushing (Photo by Allen 
Schmidl)

But McElroy’s story—and that of the 
Harvest Mission Offering, does not end 
there. Two and a half years ago another 
challenge arose. The Redboine church 
was ministering on the Roseau River 
Reserve. The band council offered the 
group a building if they would do the 
renovations needed. 

“We made a request for $3,000 for 
the Harvest Mission Offering. This was 

location of the current building site. (The 
convention purchased five acres from the 
Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary six 
years ago.) Workers and projects like this 
one are coordinated through the Baptist 
Men organization. Kenneth King, director 
of missions for San Marcos Association, 
of which First Baptist Church in New 
Braunfels is a member, had an integral 
part in the planning. King was not able to 
come with the group this time. Rushing 
and several other members have taken 
part in roofing buildings at a Baptist en-
campment in Texas, churches in the as-
sociation and also in Mexico. Through 
his work with senior adults, Rushing has 
found that, “seniors are a good resource 
for building projects. They have skills in 
remodelling and construction and they are 
willing to give the time,” he said. Wives 
of several workers assisted in the build-
ing as well as providing meals. They also 
did survey work for Bow Valley Baptist 
Church , Cochrane.

granted to us, and we were able to fix 
the building up enough to meet in year 
round,” McElroy recalled.

McElroy said the group now had a 
growing Sunday school on the reserve. 

“We pray that God will raise up a na-
tive minster to take over that work soon.” 

McElroy knows that the Harvest 
Mission Offering is more than cold, 
hard cash. It is Canadians helping 

Canad i ans—and 
furthering God’s 
kingdom. This 
year’s offering of 
$33,492 (thirty 
three thousand for 
‘92) will help other 
churches with needs 
in order that they 
can go forward.

Harvest Mission Offering (cont. from page 5)
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Mike McElroy

DELTA. BC—Visiting with the Osbornes at the June 23 missions con-
ference preceeding the annual meeting were Laura and Daniel (left and 
centre), children of Mel and Marybelle Cruikshank, and Sarah (right), 
daughter of Saroeun and Lai Reach. Cruikshank is BSM director for 
Edmonton, Alberta. Reach is pastor of Gladstone Cambodian Baptist 
Church, Vancouver. (Photo by John Nance)
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Convention building dedicated
On Thursday evening, March 18, 120 people gathered at the new convention 

office/church resource centre for the building’s formal dedication. People had 
come from Victoria to Montreal for convention staff meeting and for ASSIST 
training so there were many people here who could not otherwise have come. 
There was also a team of BSM students with their leader, Bob Harvey, from 
Pullman, Washington, to represent the Northwest Baptist Convention. 

It was a thrilling and exciting evening as this group, joined by many local 
church people and others from Calgary and Cochrane, sang praises to God and 
gave Him the glory for the beautiful new facilities. One hundred and twenty peo-
ple standing shoulder to shoulder in the board room singing “To God Be the 
Glory” and “How Great Thou Art” was a spiritually moving experience. 

Lydia Graham, mayor of Cochrane, brought greetings and best wishes from 
the town. Bob Harvey represented Northwest Southern Baptists. Rev. Bill Cram, 
executive minister of the Baptist Union of Western Canada, spoke on behalf 
of the Baptist Union. Rev. Abe Funk, executive minster of the Baptist General 
Conference, was not able to be here, but sent greetings by letter. Don Miller, pres-
ident of the Canadian Convention of Southern Baptists, brought a brief message. 

It was by God’s grace and by the generous volunteer work of many of His 
children from across western Canada and the U.S. that the building came to be. It 
seemed that everyone present was delighted to be here to mark this highlight in 
the life of our young convention. We were happy to have people from all across 
the convention (we planned it to be that way), but were sorry that many who 
would have liked to come could not. Please feel to come by for a visit and a tour 
through the building anytime you can. The building belongs to all of us together. 

The total cost of the building has come in at $35.00 a square foot plus fur-
nishings and equipment. Comparable buildings in this area are costing $62.00 to 
$75.00 a foot. God was good to us! 

This past weekend I was in Fairview, Alberta with Vic and Jodi Morrison 
and the fine people there. Sunday morning there were 91 in Sunday school at 
Fairview, and a few more in the worship service. On Sunday evening 182 people 
from Grande Prairie, Worsley and Fairview met in Fairview for an evangelism 
rally. Those churches in the far northwest corner of Alberta are faithfully serving 
and growing. 

A number of our churches are planning to build this summer. Royal Heights, 
Delta, BC broke ground for an education building, Sunday morning March 
28. They raised nearly $350,000 through “Together We Build” for the project 
which they estimate will cost $600,000. Evansburg Baptist, Evansburg, Alberta,  
also plans to begin building in the near future. Bow Valley, Cochrane, Alberta, 
held a fund raising banquet, Friday, March 12. So far they have tallied $72,000 
in gifts and pledges, with more cards still to come in. Pray for God’s blessing in 
each of these.

LOOKING UP
By Allen Schmidt

New missionaries 
appointed to Chile

Ken and Cathy Yinger

COCHRANE, Alberta—Ken and Cathy 
Yinger were appointed as Canadian 
Southem Baptist missionaries during 
The November executive board meeting. 
They will serve in Chile following several 
months of language study in Costa Rica. 
The couple will be commissioned at North 
Battleford, Saskathewan on December 10. 
They plan to attend Missionary Learning 
Center in Richmond, Virginia in January 
and could be in Costa Rica as early as 
April. 

Yinger, who grew up in Wyoming, has 
Served as pastor at Grace Baptist Church, 
Mississauga, Ontario. He is currently 
associate pastor at First Baptist Church, 
North Battleford. Cathy grew up in Prince 
Albert, Saskatchewan. She is the sister of 
Jeff Christopherson, pastor at The North 
Battleford church. Her parents are Allan 
and Helen Christopherson of Prince 
Albert. 

The Yingers have two children, 
Shannon and Joel.

GRANDE PRAIRIE, Alberta—Two students 
from the grade five and six Sunday school 
class at New Life Baptist Chapel recently 
completed the Certificate of Achievement in 
the Bible Searchers Memory Plan. They are 
both working towards their Certificate of 
Advancement, which requires memorizing 
25 verses, all 66 books in the Bible, and all 
divisions of the Bible.
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WINNIPEG, Manitoba-”Towels and Basins” was the theme of  
the Prairies BSM conference, held at the Friendship and 
Redboine Baptist churches. The major speaker was Lou 
Leventhal, pastor of Lakewood Baptist Church, Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan (below). He is also inlerim BSM director at 
the University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, while Robert 
Hooker is on furlough. The 1994 officers for Prairies BSM 
are (bottom photo) Jonathan Chisholm (left), a student  
at the University of 
Alberta, Edmonton, 
and a member 
of Dovercourt 
Baptist Church, 
and Jason Schmidt 
(right) a student 
at the University 
of Saskatchewan 
and a member at 
Lakewood Baptist 
Church. Activities 
included a banquet 
and curling. (Photos 
by John Nance)

COCHRANE, Alberta—Thirty-nine 
persons received Home Mission Board 
certification in teaching Conversational 
English (CE) as outreach this past 
year through workshops conducted by 
Mary Nance, Kim Warren and Vivienne 
Yoder.

Some of these tutors are working in 
career or short-term missions in Japan 
Yemen, Peru, the Rio Grande River 
Valley, Pakistan, Hungary, Benin an the 
Middle East, in addition to Canada 

“This year at least 315 people in 
our convention area received Christian 
witness with literacy instruction,” said 
Mary Nance, convention literacy mis-
sions director.

Both Winnipeg (Mike McElroy, 
director) and Montreal (Maxine Reeves, 
director) began CE outreach ministries. 

Montreal found this ministry useful in a 
church start. 

Three professions of faith, two 
baptisms and ten new Sunday school 
students were evangelistic results in 
Calgary. 

At Gladstone Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, Vivienne Yoder started 
a new English as a Second Language 
(ESL) Sunday Bible study, making a 
convention total of seven Bible studies. 

Three organized evangelical minis 
tries for teaching children and youth 
included Chinese language and Test of 
English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 
preparation at Edmonton Chinese, with 
eight professions of faith. 

Maxine Reeves helped Montreal high 
school students experience extra-cur-
ricular ESL study. Remedial reading, 

writing and conversation to children of 
adult students, as well as TOEFL and 
General Educational Development (GED) 
preparation to seminary students enriched 
the basic three levels of instruction at 
Calgary. Rob Ross, a seminary field edu-
cation intern helped meet these 

In adult reading/writing workshops 
Mary Nance trained 18 tutors. Vivienne 
Yoder and Kim Warren are training work-
ers at Vancouver Chinese Baptist Church 
which is planning for an ESL outreach 
ministry. Maxine Reeves in Quebec is 
taking leadership training to become a CE 
workshop trainer in that geographic area. 

“If literacy endeavours can help you 
meet ministry/evangelistic opportunities 
seek training,” encourages Mary Nance, 
adding “Pray for these needs and 
opportunities.”

Prairies BSM
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Dayspring unites women
COCHRANE, AB— What do 250 Canadian 
Southern Baptist Women do when they get 
together? 

They laugh. They cry. They sing. They learn 
how to “ splash.” 

What? 
Among the topics of Dayspring held 

September 14-16 was a lesson in how to “splash” 
the Gospel on individuals whom women meet 
in their day-to-day experience. In other words, 
witness in small amounts to a lot of people. 

Dayspring, sponsored by the Canadian 
Woman’s Missionary Union and the U.S. WMU 
and Home Mission Board, had been in the plan-
ning stages for over two years. Never have so 
many Canadian Southern Baptist women gotten 
together in one place. 

Held at Bow Valley Baptist Church and the 

neighboring New Life Christian Fellowship, the 
conference provided worship experiences, wit-
ness training, and lifestyle conferences. 

What was the response of those attending? 
Three women from Allan Baptist Church, 
Saskatchewan, share their evaluations: 

Arvinna Wilkinson: “This retreat has been so 
‘ all-round’ tremendous in its lifting up of Jesus. 
The most life-changing for me will be ‘Lifestyle 
Witnessing for Women,’ and especially continu-
ing with the workbook. I am grateful for all those 
who prepared and organized it God’s guidance 
was certainly with them .” 

Sylvia Romaniuk: “What a wonderful uplift-
ing experience Dayspring has been . The music, 
testimonies and worship services were touching 
and spiritually fulfilling as were the seminars . I 
especially appreciated the warmth and closeness 
of all the ladies .” 

Mary Virtue: “The program was so much 
more than I expected. The worship services 
touched me in a special way. To be given the 
word of God from a woman’s perspective has 
empowered me. I claim my relationship to my 
Lord and Savior as never before. Thank you for 
allowing this wonderful experience to happen.”

Bonna Conner, Canadian Southern Baptist 
Woman’s Missionary Union director, organized 
Guests included Esther Burroughs, Barbara 
Joiner, and Beverly Terrell.Left to right: Arvinna Wilkinson, Sylvia Romaniu, 

Mary Virtue

Esther Burroughs

COCHRANE, AB-William Pinsoo, executive 
director of the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas, Canadian Southern Baptists from several 
provinces and seminary Advisory Council 
members took part in the cornerstone ceremony 

for the new building under construction at the 
Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary on May 6. 

Because of rain the ceremony was held in 
the seminary’s administrative building, although 
participants could look out the window to see 
progress on the new structure which will be 
completed this summer or early fall. Funds 
needed are $1 million, of which $400,000 has 
been raised. Canadian Southern Baptists will 
work alongside many Texas groups in all areas 
of construction. Pinson told participants, “As we 
look ahead to future generations we can think 
of all the people whose lives will be touched 
because of what is begun here. Heaven will 
be richer.” Allen Schmidt, executive director 
treasurer for Canadian Southern Baptists, said, 
“Texas Baptists’ generosity is not because all of 
the needs in Texas arc already met and they have 
nothing else to do with their money. It is because 
of their love for God and his work throughout the 
world. May we be found faithful in light of their 
faithfulness.”

Cornerstone ceremony marks building progress

Cambrian’s RAs earn missions dollars
CALGARY, Alberta-Canada Post didn’t know it, 
but they received competition this Christmas from a 
group of boys who delivered mail for a good cause . 

The boys are members of the Royal Ambassadors 
at Cambrian Heights Baptist Church. They deliv-
ered Christmas cards to church members, who in 
return donated postage money to the RA’s. The boys 
collected $112, which they have given to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering. 

RA leader, Garry Jabs, noted one RA, Kristopher 
Cook, worked with his dad, Bemie, to make the 
mailbox. 

Other RAs are Hymson Chan, Gene Johnson, 
Ian Villabrosa and Garrison Jabs. The boys created 
posters to advertise their service.

Don dilmore, seminary and 
foundation development 
director, at the Cornerstone 
ceremony.
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Empower ’96 equips for evangelism
ACROSS CANADA—If 
the 500-plus participants 
in Empower ’96 left the 
evangelism conferences 
feeling encouraged to 
“make evangelism through 
God’s power the driving 
force of our churches,” then 
Gerry Taillon said his pur-
pose was fulfilled. Taillon, 
director of evangelism and 
language missions, orga-
nized the event.

Participants in the 
four locations of Delta, 
Cochrane, Winnipeg, and 
Mississauga attended seminars and general ses-
sions led by Lou Leventhal, Alan Braun, Maurice 
Tenkink, Ian Buntain, Tom Blackaby, Roy Fish, 
Cecil Chambers. Home Mission Board represen-
tatives were James Newman, Ed Evans and C. 
Thomas Wright. 

Praise of the seminars on evaluation forms 
included the comments, “information was current 
and relevant,” and “The speaker brought a sense 
of urgency.”

Several evaluations made the plea, “Need 
more time for discussion.”

A number of people drove more than 11 hours 
to participate in the these events,” Taillon said. 

He noted, “The preaching focused on where we 
are in Canada and on what God can do with our 
lives and churches when we trust Him.”

Taillon will again lead next year’s conferences, 
to be held in Kamploops, Edmonton, Saskatoon 
and Toronto.

He welcomes suggestions for speakers and 
conference titles. He said he will continue “to 
tailor the conference to meet the needs of our local 
churches.”

Participants in Empower 
’96 (left to right) C. Thomas 
Wright, Gerry Taillon, and 
Tom Blackaby. Photo by 
John Nance

HAMILTON, Ontario—
Pastor Jim Bullis says 
of Ridgecrest Southern 
Baptist Church’s first wor-
ship service in their new 
building:

“What a service! It 
included drop-ins from the 
neighbourhood, a street 
fight outside the building, 
a drunk lady wandering 
into our new church, and 
the Spirit’s quiet calm. We 
were home.”

Southern Baptist work 
in Ontario began when 
Bullis came to the province 

in 1979. Now his church is the first in Ontario to 
buy a building. Many members of his church are 
handicapped. Most are poor.

“It’s a miracle of God’s grace,” Bullis said, 
noting $102,000 was raised by church members, 
friends, and the Harvest Mission Offering of 
Canadian Southern Baptists.

He added, “The timing of the annual meeting 

Ridgecrest is first Ontario church to buy building
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in Mississauga (July 2-4 was a miracle.
“The executive board saw the building and at 

the second of two yearly meetings of the Harvest 
Mission Committee, they gave beyond what was 
reasonable.” In all, the Canadian Harvest Mission 
Offering contributed $16,000. 

Bullis’ wife, Malissa, who had worked along-
side him to achieve the goal of having a perma-
nent meeting place, lived three weeks after the 
church moved into the building. 

Located at 582 Barton Street, Hamilton, the 
building has three floors with total of 9000 square 
feet. It was built in 1917 and has served as a post 
office.

When the church acquired the building it was 
dirty and in need of refurbishing. A choir group 
from Buckroe Baptist Church, Hampton, Virginia 
painted the second floor walls and ceiling. Baptist 
Student Ministries summer workers, church 
members including the Randy Gallaway fam-
ily and the Jim Bullis family also cleaned and 
painted.

Bullis says the church will be used for wor-
ship services, community outreach, seminary 
extension classes, and associational activities.

Ridgecrest Southern Baptist 
Church
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CCSB restructuring proposes added church planting efforts
COCHRANE, AB —When Canadian Southern 
Baptists vote on the proposed restructuring of 
their 12-year-old convention, they must decide if 
the risks of defunding associational missionaries 
in order to give more money to church planting 
are worth it.

Leaders of the convention study committee 
and the convention staff believe they are.

“Our recommendations have risks to 
them—any change has,” said study chairman 
Paul Johnson, pastor of Royal Heights Baptist 
Church, Delta, British Columbia.

“Our convention would need new ways to 
care for struggling churches. Our associations 
would face the challenge of designing a new 
leadership structure. Our pastors would need to 
work hard at building strong relationships with 
other pastors,” he added, noting, “but the poten-
tial is worth the risk.”

Johnson explained his committee’s recom-
mendations: “We asked ourselves, ‘How can we 
be obedient to the mission we have from Jesus, 
to reach this generation of Canadians with the 
gospel? Is there any better way than by planting 
churches?’ We knew of none.”

Allen Schmidt, Canadian Southern Baptist 
executive director-treasurer, echoed the need for 
more church planting, noting that 48 per cent 
of the convention’s resources will go directly 
into church planting in Canada if the proposals 
are passed at the annual meeting. He pointed 
out, this is a great challenge of the 120-church 
denomination.

“If we are going to reach our nation for 
Christ we must plant more Bible believing, 
evangelistic, disciple-making churches,” 
Schmidt said.

The current structure of seven associational 
missionaries in the country’s seven associations 
and three ethnic missionaries would be replaced 
by six church planter catalysts and two total 
church life consultants, (one in Toronto and one 

in Vancouver).
Under the new structure, if passed, all the 

new staff would work regionally with churches 
and associations, instead of being connected to 
one association. Schmidt said the convention 
does not plan to fire anyone currently working 
for the convention, but rather give each person 
the option to work within the restructured con-
vention. Currently four of the seven association-
al missionary positions are vacant. Associations 
would be able to continue to have a full-time as-
sociational missionary if they budget increased 
funding for the position, beginning with 50 per 
cent of the individual’s salary.

In addition to the elimination of associational 
positions, language work would cease to exist as 
a separate division, and the denomination would 
relate to churches equally. 

A pastoral and evangelism consultant would 
be added to the denominational staff.

“This person would focus on ministering to 
pastors and their families in the high stress role 
of pastoring today,” Schmidt said.

The convention ordered the “program and 
structure review” study to be done in its 1995, 
tenth anniversary meeting.

“With the planned restructuring of the 
Southern Baptist Convention it was a crucial 
time to determine how we would do our work to 
be prepared to mesh with the restructured SBC,” 
Schmidt said.

Johnson added, “ We felt it best to design our 
own strategy for the next stage of growth and 
get a clear vision of reaching Canada before we 
related to the North American Mission Board ( a 
combination of the HMB, Radio and Television 
Commission and Brotherhood Commission) 
and the International Mission Board (formerly 
Foreign Mission Board).”

When asked, “Will this report make our 
convention better?” Johnson candidly acknowl-
edged that he could not promise that it would.
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He related the example 
of Moses who, obeying the 
Lord’s assignment, produced 
a perfect replica of the taber-
nacle. However the structure 
remained dormant, “until the 
Lord occupied it.”

Thus, he said, “No 
structural changes, no new 
phrases, guarantee success.”

So the real question is, 
“Is it possible for this report 
and its acceptance to make 
the Canadian Convention of 
Southern Baptists better?”

He qualified his answer: 
“If these recommendations 
sharpen our corporate vision, 
if the recommendations 
deepen our group passion for 
Christ’s kingdom, if these 
recommendations make us 
determined to evangelize this 
godless, hopeless generation, 
then the answer is, ‘yes’!”

CALGARY, AB—Thirteen new believers were 
baptized in a joint worship service at Cambrian 
Heights Baptist Church on February 9. 

Pastors participating were (photo right: 
left to right) Lewis Markwood, Cambrian 
Heights Baptist Church; Jesse Morales, 
Filipino-Canadian Baptist Church; and Jeff 
Christopherson, Mountain View Christian 
Fellowship. Bill Bruce (background) of 
Cambrian Heights, led music at the service. As 
well as baptizing a new member from his own 
church, Markwood baptized members of the 

Arabic Christian Fellowship. 
Three members of the 

Kandalaft family were 
baptized. Anwar Nour, 
leader of the Arabic group, 
served as interpreter 
forGerry Taillon, convention 
evangelism director and 
language missions director 
who preached on “The 
Meaning of Believer’s 
Baptism.”

Four churches hold joint baptism service
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Convention says “thanks” to Allen Schmidt
KELOWNA, BC—Canadian Southern Baptists 
said, “Thank you for leading us these 13 years” 
to Allen Schmidt at the May annual meeting. 
Schmidt will retire as executive director treasur-
er on July 31. 

“How deeply I appreciate you,” Schmidt told 
the convention. “It’s good to work together to do 
God’s bidding. I believe God is just beginning to 
do great things in our convention.” 

On behalf of the national leadership board, 
Lewis Markwood and Mary Baranski presented 
Schmidt and his wife, Catherine, with a book of 
letters, a shepherd statue, and a cash gift. 

In an earlier session, convention staff present-
ed Schmidt with a gift certificate and gave a slide 
presentation of his years as leader. Joan Bruce, 
the first staff member hired by Schmidt, and 
David Wyman, first convention division director, 
also gave tributes to him. 

Schmidt told the convention, “If we will con-
tinue to extend his kingdom God will bless.”

Allen Schmidt and Cecil 
Sims share one more annual 
meeting. Sims is the retired 
executive director treasurer 
of the Northwest Baptist 
Convention. Canadian 
churches were part of that 
convention until 1985.  
Photo by John NanceB
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KELOWNA, BC—Messengers at the annual 
meeting approved an agreement by the North 
American Mission Board and the International 
Mission Board with the Canadian Convention 
of Southern Baptists 

“Canadian Southern Baptists owe a great 
debt to the agencies of the Southern Baptist 
Convention,” Executive Director Allen Schmidt 
said prior to messengers approving the document 
at the May 27 session. 

The agreement acknowledges the prominence 
of NAMB in Canada as mandated by the recent 
SBC restructuring. However, the agreement 
allows International Mission Board missionaries 
to continue to serve in Canada. Their positions 
would be filled at the request of the Canadian 
convention if they 
retire or resign.

Positions held 
by IMB mission-
aries are: seminary 
professors, Baptist 
campus ministers, 
and lay leadership/
church ministries 
development con-
sultant. 

The agree-
ment also allows 
the International 
Mission Board to 

help in areas in Canada in which NAMB asks for 
assistance. 

“The North American Mission Board is 
committed to a partnership with the Canadian 
Convention of Southern Baptists in church plant-
ing and evangelism,” said Ernest Kelley. 

Kelley, ambassador-at-large, office of the 
president, represented NAMB at the annual 
meeting. Also representing NAMB was Richard 
Harris, vice president of the church planting 
group. Avery Willis, senior vice-president for 
overseas operations, and Don Kammerdiener, ex-
ecutive vice president, represented the IMB. “We 
want to be full partners,” Kammerdiener told the 
convention. “This is best accomplished as your 
‘Canadian-ness’ is recognized.”

NAMB, IMB, CCSB agreement approved

Gerry Taillon, Ernest Kelley 
and Allen Schmidt.  
Photo by John NanceB
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KELOWNA, BC—Canadian Southern Baptist 
messengers have elected Gerry Taillon to serve 
as their national ministry leader. They voted at 
the May 26 evening session of the annual meet-
ing. He will begin August 1. 

“I accept this challenge based on two reali-
ties,” Taillon said following the announcement of 
his election. 

“First, ultimately the leader of the Canadian 
Convention of Southern Baptists is Jesus Christ. 
Secondly, I lead a team of leaders, of which God 
has given us some of the best. 

“Taillon, who has held several positions in the 
Canadian convention, becomes the first national 
ministry leader, a new title adopted by messen-
ger at last year’s annual meeting and finalized 
this year with the proposal’s second reading and 
adoption (Changes to the constitution require 
acceptance at two convention meetings). 

Speaking of his predecessor, Taillon said, 
“Allen Schmidt has built a strong foundation for 
our convention and I want to give honour and a 
tribute to him for all that he’s done for us . 

“Taillon added, “I believe we’re poised to 
have rapid growth.” 

Gerry and Connie Taillon have two daugh-

ters, Christine, 18, 
and Anita, 16, and a 
son, Jean-Paul, 10. 
Connie is· a writer 
who contributes 
“Glimpses·” to the 
Baptist Horizon and 
writes a weekly col-
umn, “Cavanaugh‘s 
Corner” for Cochrane 
this Week. 

“Without the sup-
port and understand-
ing of my family, I 
could not do this job,” 
Taillon said. 

Jack Conner, re-
tired director of mis-
sions for Saskatchewan, prayed for the Taillon 
family at the convention as pastors gathered 
around them. 

“Thank you for leading Gerry Taillon to us,” 
he prayed. “God, may each of us be faithful in 
praying for [the Taillon family] for without you 
they cannot lead us. We pray that their hearts and 
their lives may be open to you always.”

Taillon elected national ministry leader

Christine, Anita, Connie , 
Gerry and Jean-Paul Taillon
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CCSB reps grapple with vision for 21st century
COCHRANE. AB—Five words: “a church for 
every person” These words encapsulate what 
Canadian Southern Baptists want to offer in the 
21st century. 

One hundred and fourteen Canadian 
Southern Baptists came together in late August 
to discuss God’s vision for the convention. 

Henry Blackaby of the North American 
Mission Board and Avery Willis of the Inter- 
national Mission Board made presentations on 
corporate decision-making and the visioning 
process. 

CCSB leaders Gerry Taillon and Clare 
Cremer asked each participant to write a vision 
statement and then meet in groups of 2, 4, 8 
and 16 to combine drafts. 

The national leadership board and guests 
hammered the final three 35-40-word propos-
als into “a church for every person,” with an 
addendum, “across Canada and around the 
world.” Taillon, national ministry leader, told 
the group, “It’s got to be something we can 
communicate.” He said it would be a picture 
of where God wants to bring the convention in 
the future. Cremer, CCSB president, empha-
sized, “A vision for our convention is mightily 
important. A vision from God is one that we 

can follow with a great deal of faith.” Most of 
all, he said, “A vision must be shared.” 

The group also adopted a longer statement 
to describe the vision: “We see a day when 
healthy churches directed by God’s word and 
the Holy Spirit cooperate to reach all people 
and establish congregations in Canada and the 
world for Jesus Christ.” The vision statement, 
its addendum and its explanatory statement 
are all working drafts, which will be circulated 
among the churches for additional input. 

In addition 
to deciding on a 
vision statement, 
those attending 
the three-day 
conference were 
asked to share their 
observations about 
the convention 
and their dreams 
for its future . 
Every church will 
receive an infor-
mation packet with 
a synopsis of the 
meeting.

Clare Cremer and Gerry 
Taillon discuss results of the 
Embracing the Future confer-
ence. Photo by John Nance
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Thank you, Canadian Southern Baptists
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COCHRANE, AB—Cooperative Program gifts 
from churches in the Canadian Convention of 
Southern Baptists are significantly up for the 
third year in a row, and that is good news for 

everyone. 
With the books for 1998 

closed and figures tabulated, 
$325,480 was given from January 
1 through December 31, 1998. 
Gifts for 1998 are 14 percent 
above those for 1997, which in 
turn were 11 percent above those 
for 1996. In 1996 gifts were 8 
percent above those given in 
1995. 

Even more significantly, 
twenty-two churches which didn’t give the year 
before gave in 1998.

“We are very grateful to you, Canadian 
Southern Baptists, for your commitment to reach 
people with the gospel through your gifts to 
the Cooperative Program,” said Gerry Taillon, 
national ministry leader. 

“It is evident that more churches are giving 
on a regular basis to the Cooperative Program,” 
he added, noting. “This, together with the fact 

that churches are increasing their percentage of 
giving has made for a great year.” 

What is the Cooperative Program and what 
does an increase mean? 

The Cooperative Program, begun by 
Canadian Southern Baptists when the convention 
was formed in 1985, is a financial channel of 
cooperation between churches and the national 
convention. It allows churches to cooperate to 
support missionaries, plant churches, help pro-
vide mission and evangelism education, and be-
nevolent work in Canada and around the world. 

Twenty point five percent of Cooperative 
Program money is funneled directly to the 
Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary, our 
Canadian International Missions program 
and to the ministries of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

The rest of the Cooperative Program funds 
are added to income from the boards and agen-
cies of the Southern Baptist Convention (North 
American Mission Board , International Mission 
Board and LifeWay Christian Resources) to 
make up the convention budget. As shown in the 
chart, over half of the CCSB budget goes toward 
pastoral supplement and church planting.

1999 CCSB Budget
Pastoral supplement  
and church planting $1,007,125
Evangelism/pastoral ministries $230,586
Business services $178,046
Student ministries $141,493
Administration $109,291
World Missions $82,764
National ministries $63,300
Church leadership development $53,525

TOTAL $1,866,130

WINNIPEG, MB—Believing 
that “the church is God’s way to 
impact Canada and the world,” 
Canadian Southern Baptists 
embraced a goal at their annual 
meeting May 25-27 to plant 
1,000 new churches across 
Canada by the year 2020. 

To have such a large goal 
when the Canadian Convention 
of Southern Baptists (CCSB) 

now has only 146 churches requires more than 
“dreaming,” acknowledged National Ministry 
Leader Gerry Taillon. He added, “If God gives us 
a dream, he will help us see that day when it is 
accomplished.” 

Other goals presented by Taillon were to 
multiply the convention’s international mission-
ary force ten-fold, from three to 30 couples, and 
to increasingly promote partnerships with US 
states and other countries. Messengers voted to 
establish a new position in partnership missions, 
which will be half-time in the year 2000 and full 
time in 2001. DK Hale, church planter/catalyst 
for Alberta, will fill the position beginning in 
January. 

During a convention-wide forum concerning 

the proposed goals, messengers expressed concern 
for existing churches, some of which are plateaued 
or declining. 

“We will not forget these churches,” Taillon 
said. “We are committed to helping all our church-
es become all that God wants them to be.”

In his first annual meeting as national ministry 
leader, Taillon, who took office last August, said, 
“I am so glad I work with an organization that 
works with churches .. that transform lives” 

Taillon pointed to record baptisms reported by 
churches in the past year and a record percentage 
increase in Cooperative Program gifts as indica-
tions of the convention’s health. 

He noted, “We have barriers in our country, but 
we cannot afford to let those barriers hinder the 
impact of the Gospel across Canada.” He said that 
one of the barriers is a division between eastern 
and western Canada. Two thirds of Canadian 
Southern Baptist churches are in western Canada, 
although more new eastern Canada churches have 
joined in recent years. 

In other business, Hamish Buntain was elected 
evangelism and leadership development consul-
tant WEST effective July 1. Messengers voted to 
hold next year’s annual meeting on July 4 through 
6 in Calgary, Alberta.

1,000 new churches is goal of Canadian convention

National Ministry Leader 
Gerry Taillon talks with Jeff 
and Laura Christopherson at 
the annual meeting.  
Photo by John Nance
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CCSB website up and running
COCHRANE, AB— As of May 1, The Canadian 
Convention of Southern Baptists now has a 
website. It’s purpose is to help communicate 
more effectively with churches and to make 
them more aware of resources available both 
through our site and via links to other sites. The 
address is: http://www.ccsb.ca/

CCSB missionary family appointed
The Wednesday evening service of the annual convention 
in Calgary included a commissioning service for missionary 
appointees A and G and their children. The family, who have been serving 
in Ontario will work with an unreached people group—a group of people 
identified with a common language and culture, who have not been exposed to 
the message of God’s love for them. A and G are the fourth family from Canada 
to serve in partnership with Southern Baptists in international missions.
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The Fountain of Prayer conferences 
are a vision of Glenna Heidt, prayer 
consultant for the Canadian Convention 
of Southern Baptists. They are designed 
to have churches come together for cor-
porate worship prayer, encouragement 

Left—Winnipeg 
class, Prayer 
Journey (prayer-
walking) 

Right—
Saskatoon, 
Thomas Wright 
leads a class, 
Lighthouses of 
Prayer.

Conferences rekindle personal prayer lives

and biblical teaching on prayer. All the 
training is focused on rekindling person-
al prayer life, reclaiming the church to 
be a house of prayer with a passion for 
the lost and linking with other believers 
in prayer. 

The conference in Charlottetown 
was the eighth meeting across Canada 
from coast to coast in 12 months in 
partnership with the Prayer, Evangelism 
and Church Renewal department of the 
North American Mission Board. 

Xtreme youth do music, missions, fun
By Debbie Shelton
CALGARY—A four-day Xtreme Youth 
track concurrent with the annual con-
vention of the Canadian Convention of 
Southern Baptists involved guest speak-
ers, age-appropriate music, Xtreme 
games, hiking (and snow-angel-mak-
ing) at Banff and acts of kindness. 

Sidney Brock, youth pastor at First 
Baptist, Leesburg, Florida, spoke at 
the Tuesday night worship rally. He 
encouraged youth to be involved in 
ministry evangelism by meeting prac-
tical needs in the lives of their fellow 
students. This is a way youth can earn 
the right to share their faith with others, 
he said. 

The youth band, from the Filipino 
Canadian Baptist Fellowship, provided 
a musical backdrop for the worship 
rally, which was attended by 84 people 
including youth and adult sponsors. 

Maurice and Nancy Tenkink, mis-
sionaries, spoke to the youth about their 
work in Nigeria. The Tenkink children, 
Jeffrey, Byron, Aaron and Jasmine 
also participated in the presentation, 

with role-plays 
depicting their life 
and ministry in 
Nigeria. 

“We saw nu-
merous students 
re-evaluate their 
walk with Jesus 
and two made 
professions 
of faith,” said 
Salt Jones, who 
helped coordi-
nate the youth 
event. “Patou 
Zeleke, Jonathan 
and Cathey 
Chisholm, Brent 
Harasymchuk and Wayne and Darcia 
Hoover did a wonderful job organizing 
and carrying out this event.”

More than 80 youth washed cars in 
the Richmond Hill Baptist parking lot 
and distributed cans of pop and flyers to 
people in 750 nearby homes to promote 
the church’s ministries. 

“The speakers said a lot of encour-

aging things,” said Amos Rossworm 
of the youth rally. He works on a grain 
farm with his father, and with the youth 
at Worsley (Alberta) Baptist Church. 
“My dad once heard from someone  
that it’s not how close you can live to 
the edge, but how close you can get to 
God. The speaker helped me to focus 
on that again.”

(left to right) Youth, participated in the parade of flags during the 
Wednesday night missions conference.
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ing MSC volunteers 
from the US. This 
year the North 
American Mission 
Board has blessed 
Canada with five 
of their missionary 
relations teams to 
help launch this 
endeavour, with 
an emphasis on 
enlisting, training, 
and commissioning 
Canadians to serve 
as Regional MSC 
Consultants.”

These couples 
will serve as an extension of the CCSB. They 
will enlist additional MSC as well as help 
strengthen existing churches and the planting 
of new churches.

As MSC Specialists for the North 
American Mission Board, Wes and I are hon-
oured to be in on the formal launch of enlist-
ing Canadian Southern Baptists for Mission 
Service Corps.

“The Year of the Volunteer” in Canada
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By Pauline Bashaw
COCHRANE, AB—As the CCSB plans its 
Partnership/Volunteer Missions Ministry for 
2001,”The Year of the Volunteer,” a sig-
nificant emphasis is the launch of Mission 
Service Corps (MSC) in Canada.

According to DK Hale, National Part- 
nership/Volunteer Missions Consultant, 
“Canada has been blessed in the past by hav-

Four couples commit to 
be regional consultants 
for Mission Service Corps 
through the Canadian 
Convention of Southern 
Baptists. Front row—Pauline 
Bashaw, MSC specialist, 
NAMB; Gladys and Bruce 
Goertzen, Saskatchewan; 
Wesley Bashaw, MSC spe-
cialist. Back row—Billy and 
Vi Heath, British Columbia; 
Franz and Yvonne Richter, 
Alberta; Evelyn and Ben 
Bonney, Saskatchewan.

By Nancy Carter McGough
COCHRANE, AB—Paul Johnson was sur-
prised. And he doesn’t surprise easily when it 
comes to the need for more churches in Canada.

But when he saw the number of cities with 
populations of 20,000 or more with no evan-
gelical witness of any kind, plus cities with few 
evangelical churches per capita, he 
knew evangelicals in this country, 
including Canadian Southern Baptists, 
have a big challenge. 

Johnson is the National Church 
Planting Consultant for the CCSB.

“All of Canada is under-evangelized 
and under-churched,” he noted, adding, 
“And some of Canada—particularly 
Quebec—is profoundly unevangelized, 
with fewer born-again Christians than in such 
nations as China.”

 He pointed out that many large cities in 
Quebec have few or no evangelical churches.

“For example, Gatineau, with a population of 
over 100,000, has only five evangelical church-
es,” he said.

Seven cities in Quebec with populations of 
over 20,000 have no evangelical witness of any 
sort, Johnson has learned.

Many Canadian cities need churches
The task is not only urgent, it promises to be 

daunting, Johnson said.
“Canada’s seventh largest city is Quebec City. 

It has a population of 689,700. We have one, 
under-100-in-attendance, French-speaking CCSB 
church there. Of interest, seven other evangelical 
groups attempted a church plant in Quebec City 
in the ‘90’s. Only one, the CCSB congregation, 
still exists.”

Although Quebec has the most dramatic 
need, Johnson sees needs in many 

places. He learned from research 
that, “There are 15 cities in 
Ontario with populations of over 

100,000 with an evangelical church population 
ratio of 1 per 5,000 or higher. We have CCSB 
churches in 5 of them.”

As another example, Johnson noted that St. 
John’s, Newfoundland has 23 churches, but this 
is a ratio of 1 church per 7,400 people.

Johnson noted that Outreach Canada, an evan-
gelical research think-tank, estimates that Canada 
needs 10,000 new churches by 2015 in order to 
evangelize it.

Outreach Canada defines “evangelizing an 
area” as having one evangelical church for every 
2,000 people.

Some of Canada—
particularly Que-
bec—is profoundly 
unevangelized, with 
fewer born-again 
Christians than 
in such nations as 
China.

—Paul Johnson
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Pastor urges, “Don’t give up on Montreal”

Youth from Trinity Baptist 
Church will go to Montreal 
on a summer mission trip. 
The team members are 
Kene Nwachukwu, Candace 
Bergen, Alea Lauristen, 
Jennifer Perkins, Caleb 
Clark, Jonathan Redekop, 
Emmanuel Nwachukwu, 
Amanda Bazant, Patou 
Zeleke and Brent 
Harasymchuk.
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By Harold Campbell
MONTREAL—Raymond Perron is sometimes 
tempted to leave his native province of Quebec.

With the highest rates for abortion, suicide, 
babies born out of wedlock and other social ills, 
the province presents challenges to Christians 
living there.

“The temptation is to leave the province, 
I’m sick of what’s going on,” Perron, pastor 
of l’Église Reformée Baptiste de la Capitale 
(Reformed Baptist Church of the Capital) in 
Quebec City, said Thursday during the final 
day of the Canadian Convention of Southern 
Baptists’ annual convention in Montreal.

“The tendency is to want to escape evil, but 
we are called to stay in the city and make a 
difference.”

Perron paralleled the situation leading up to 
Israel’s captivity in Babylon in the sixth century 
B.C. with the moral condition of what he called 
“postmodern cities” such as Montreal.

“Postmodern cities are the cities of Satan, 
and those who live there become prisoners of 
Satan,” he said. “They are suburbs of Hell, 

where junkies sell drugs and the majestic sky-
scrapers are symbols of rebellion against God.”

Quoting from Jeremiah, Perron said the 
captive Israelites wanted to escape Babylon. 
God, however, told them to stay because He 
planned to build a city “in the midst of the city 
of Satan.”

“This promise was made to an urban people 
living in moral pollution,” he said. “They saw 
themselves in prison, but God saw them on 
mission.”

Perron encouraged Christians to be “families 
of light” in the modern culture. He noted they 
could extend God’s influence by becoming 
involved in civic activities.

“We shouldn’t just survive, we should make 
a difference,” he said. “God asks us to give our-
selves to the well-being of where we are.”

He also said Christians should regularly pray 
for their cities and for their governmental lead-
ers. In addition, he said no city can have perfect 
peace without the teaching of the Cross.

“We are to do more than live a Christian life, 
but we are also to proclaim the gospel,” he said.

Raymond Perron

Trinity church celebrates missions offering
By Peter Blackaby
Associate Pastor, Trinity Baptist Church
CALGARY—“Go light your world” was the 
theme for the month of April as Trinity Baptist 
Church focused on International, North American 
and Canadian missions. The highlight of the 
month’s elebrations was a consolidated missions 
offering on May 5.

Church members were heard throughout the 
month welcoming each other in the foyer and the 
worship centre with a high five and the phrase, 
“Go light your world!” The high five was initiated 
because visiting missionaries have told us that 
their goal is to give people a hand up, not a hand 
out, as they preach the gospel.

Each week, flags were carried into the worship 
centre. They represented the countries or prov-
inces that were the focus of that week. On May 5 
more than 20 flags lined the front of the room.

 Different languages were represented through 
Scripture readings and ministries of music, 
including: French, Spanish, Japanese, Mandarin 
Chinese, Ibo and Hebrew.

 Children drew front covers for bulletins, 
based upon what they remembered about the 
missionaries who were with us in March. Dramas, 
monologues, video clips, and a final candle light-
ing ceremony were also part of the celebration of 
missions.

 As the offering day ap-
proached, church members were 
encouraged to pray about giving 
sacrificially, over and above their 
regular giving. Members were 
asked to consider giving a one-
time missions gift or to pledge 
an amount that they will give 
over the coming twelve months.

 The money raised was 
divided five ways: 30 percent to 
the International Mission Board, 
30 percent to Canadian Harvest 
Missions, 7 percent to Trinity’s 
own mission trips and 3 percent 
to World Hunger and Disaster Relief.

 May 5 was an exciting day as the congrega-
tion brought their offerings to the front, where 
they were received by youth who will be going on 
a mission trip to Montreal this summer. There was 
great celebration that evening as the totals were 
announced —over $11,000 with an additional 
$4,500 in pledges.

 A total of $15,685.78 was raised for missions 
this year – the largest in the history of our church. 
One church member summed up the month 
when she said, “I could never have imagined the 
offering to have been as generous as it was…God 
worked in many of our hearts.”
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COCHRANE, ALBERTA—“What a glorious week!” DK Hale said. 
He was speaking of six days in mid-July when the shell of the 

Canada Mission House and Ministry Centre was transformed into a 
magnificent building. 

The 12,000 square-foot addition to the CCSB building on the 
convention and seminary properties overlooking Cochrane will house 
future volunteer work teams. 

In mid-July volunteers who had worked for weeks were joined by 
those who could stay just a few days. Fifty-eight trusses were erected, 
shingles were laid on the roof, and rooms took shape. 

A team of 16 men, women and youth from northern Alberta, 
primarily from Worsley Baptist Church, made a major contribution 
in shingling the roof. They arrived just a few hours after volunteers 
worked from 8 am to 10 pm to place the trusses. 

“Volunteers representing nine states and three provinces have 
worked diligently for the past six or seven weeks,” Hale stated, adding, “Campers on Mission, 
Texas Baptist men and women, a team from Hendersonville, Tennessee, a team from Northern 
Alberta and many individuals and couples have given their very best.” 

He noted much work is yet to be done, but “to the glory of God we are up to where we are.”

Volunteers converge on the hill in Cochrane

DK Hale, national partnership/
volunteer coordinator, con-
sults with Lawrence Smithson 
and Jody Hale.

By Frank Stirk 
COCHRANE, AB—Plans are under-
way to assemble the first-ever Canadian 
Southern Baptist disaster relief team. 

“We’re very much in the infancy 
stage right now,” says project leader 
and recently retired RCMP officer Jim 
Messner. “We have no budget, we have 
no equipment. We’re praying right now 
about getting private support.” 

Yet the biggest hurdle, Messner 
believes, will be finding sufficient num-
bers of volunteers. 

“We’re not like Texas. We don’t 
have thousands and thousands of church 
members to draw from. When you look 
at the demographics, the people we do 
have are probably not the type of people 
who could drop their responsibilities on 
a moment’s notice, and take off for a 
couple of days,” he says.

“Hopefully, as we all get a little bit 
older, there will be people retiring and 
be more available to us.” 

But while the resources may be 
lacking— at least for now—there is no 
shortage of conviction on Messner’s 
part of the potential of this ministry. 

“We’re going to be there to help peo-
ple in times of need,” he says. “But par-
allel with that, we want to reach out and 
spread the good news of the gospel.” 

A Christian for three-and-a-half 
years, Messner says he became involved 
in the project at the invitation last sum-

mer of DK Hale, the CCSB’s national 
partnerships/volunteer consultant.

Hale says it was the deadly tornado 
that smashed through the Pine Lake, 
Alberta, trailer park in July 2000 that 
made him realize the importance of 
having teams ready to respond to such 
disasters at a moment’s notice. 

“I thought, ‘Boy, we need a 
presence out there, if nothing 
else than just giving out a 
bottle of fresh water in His 
name, or heating some 
soup, just being able to 
minister,’” he says. 

“That one situation 
triggered my heart, just knowing it was 
less than two hours from us—and we 
weren’t prepared to do anything.” 

But having consulted with Southern 
Baptist disaster relief workers in Texas, 
Tennessee and Arkansas, Hale says their 
unanimous advice is to take the time to 
do it right. 

“They all recommend that the very 
first thing we need to do is get us a 
pickup truck and a trailer and begin to 
put together some of the basic things 
we’ll need—some tables, something for 
heating food and water, and something 
to haul water in,” he says. 

“They’re just waiting for us to give 
the green light to come and help us with 
training and get involved in any way 
we’ll let them.” 

The plan is to assemble—hopeful-
ly this year —a team based out of the 
Calgary-Cochrane area that would be 
available to respond to emergencies 
across southern Alberta. 

“That’s not to say,” Messner has-
tens to add, “that it couldn’t go into 

Saskatchewan or BC, if we had the 
resources.” 

The goal is to use this 
team as a model for 
many more to follow,” 
he says. “As more 
churches and areas 
Tornado in Pine Lake, 
Alberta prompted plans 

for disaster relief team become interest-
ed, we’re hoping to have units across 
Canada.” 

The list of emergencies where these 
teams could offer assistance is virtually 
endless —including natural disasters 
such as tornadoes, floods or earth-
quakes, as well as drownings, multi-ve-
hicle accidents, farm mishaps, chemical 
spills, grass fires, and so on. 

“And it’s not just for the victims of 
disasters,” says Messner. “Sometimes 
it’s the rescue people themselves we 
could be reaching out to—firefighters, 
police officers, emergency services 
personnel, forestry workers.” 

But Messner and Hale both insist 
that nothing will happen until they are 
fully prepared. 

Volunteers and resources needed for Disaster Relief
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By Frank Stirk
VANCOUVER, BC—Vancouver 
Focus has the potential of impacting an 
entire continent for Christ, said David 
Howard, national director of Strategic 
Focus Cities for the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB). He was 
speaking at the annual meeting of the 
Capilano Southern Baptist 
Association (CSBA) on 
October 23.

“Vancouver is an im-
portant port-of-entry for all 
of North America. It is now receiving 
immigrants like New York used to do 
a hundred years ago,” he told CSBA 
messengers.

“You’ve got such an influx, espe-
cially from the Pacific Rim, that is 
makes Vancouver probably the greatest 
evangelistic opportunity of immediate 
first-generation immigrants of any other 
city.

“And reaching the first generation 
in-country is much more successful 
than waiting until they become more 
acculturated. Then they fall away and 
become secular,” he added.

Vancouver is the first city in Canada 
that NAMB has designated as a strategic 
focus city.

Messengers voted to endorse 
Vancouver Focus’ goal of tripling the 
number of churches in the association 
from 34 to 100 by 2010.

“That number somehow stuck with 
quite a few members on our grand 

Vancouver Focus officially Launched
strategy team,” said coordinator Alan 
Au. “That number does not go away.”  
“It’s a God-sized task, and that’s very 
exciting,” said CSBA moderator Craig 
O’Brien.

“Now we have to figure out how we, 
individually and collectively as church-
es, create the climate in which it’s safe 

for people to launch out, try new things, 
be responsive to God. I can’t orchestrate 
how than happens, but I can trust that 
the Lord will show us.”  

Messengers also approved funding 
for eight new church plants in 2005. 
They set a goal to triple the number of 
churches in Southwest BC by the year 
2010.

CCSB National Ministry Leader 
Gerry Taillon also applauds Vancouver 
Focus’ emphasis on leaders and church-
es.

“Those are the two most important 
things that Vancouver Focus could ever 
be about, because more leaders and 
more churches are going to mean more 
people organized to reach other people 
for Christ,” said Taillon.

And that, he added, will in turn 
“show every other church in Canada that 
this is what God can do. It’s going to 
stimulate our faith and belief in God.”

With Vancouver Focus now officially 

launched, Au said the next phase will be 
to raise awareness among the churches.

“The year 2005 will be the pilot year 
of many events and projects. We’d like 
to work through our processes to make 
sure we can handle city-wide events, 
city-wide evangelism,” he said.

“June 2006 to October 2007 will be 
the significant impact year. We 
will pull out all the stops, get all 
the resources going.”

Part of the challenge will be 
to encourage every CSBA church 

to get involved in Vancouver Focus. 
Messengers were told that only one-
third of the churches currently support 
the association financially.

Yet O’Brien is hopeful that they will 
all come together behind Vancouver 
Focus.

“I think as an association, we are 
gaining credibility as a good place to 
invest in what God’s doing here in our 
city,” he said.

“I’m not going to get offended that 
we have to prime the pump, so to speak. 
That’s just part of what we’re called to 
do as pastors and leaders.”

Still, Au conceded that he is often 
overwhelmed at the massive task ahead 
of them.

“I’m terrified every day, to tell you 
the truth,” he said. “But I just keep look-
ing at Jesus and focusing on Him. He’s 
the Provider, He’s our Master. We do 
what He says, and the outcome is His, 
not ours. The glory is His, too.”

CCSB affirms new missionary couple
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TORONTO, ONTARIO—Messengers 
at the annual convention in Toronto 
July 6 through 8 affirmed a couple 
with great enthusiasm and celebration. 
However, reporting the event is com-
plicated. 

The have already been approved by 
two international mission boards: that 
of the CCSB and also the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Both boards give 
support to Canadian missionaries. 
However, the couple has asked that 
pictures of them not show their faces 
and that their names and their country 
assignment in the Middle East not be 

printed. This is to protect those people 
with whom they will work, said the 
missionaries, G and T. These precau-
tions make reporting about them a 
sensitive and delicate task.

Missionary G related at the missions 
conference, held prior to the annual 
meeting, that he will minister in the 
Middle East through sports ministry. He 
first heard of this ministry while in high 
school. A group of Athletes in Action 
came to his school and talked about 
showing God’s love through athletics.

“Playing hoops for Jesus. . .I could 
do that,” he recalled thinking.

His earliest impression 
of a missionary 
was a person 
who, “had 
a Bible in one 
hand and a ma-
chete in the other. 
He would go slashing 
through the jungle, singing hymns.”

At the annual convention 
messengers heard their testimonies, 
gathered around to pray for them and 
their children, and then individually 
presented the couple with cards of 
encouragement.
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By Frank Stirk
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—As many 
as three couples from the Kansas/
Nebraska Convention of Southern 
Baptists (KNCSB) are poised to begin 
scouting Manitoba in hopes the Holy 
Spirit will lead them to identify new 
church-starting opportunities. 

The couples, all early retirees, held 
an exploratory meeting in late June 
in Winnipeg with KNCSB executive 
director Bob Mills and CCSB nation-
al church starting consultant Dwight 
Huffman.

“It was a fruitful time,” said 
Huffman. “I think at least two of the 

Kansas/Nebraska couples target Manitoba
three couples are interested in helping 
us and are in a position to travel 
back and forth.”

The initiative marks 
a new beginning for 
Canadian Southern 
Baptist work in 
Manitoba. In the late 
1980s, the CCSB 
had eight church-
es and missions 
between Brandon 
and the Roseau River 
Indian Reservation 
south of Winnipeg.

There are now two—

Convention highlight: churches help churches
COCHRANE, ALBERTA—With a 
renewed commitment to help churches 
help each other, the CCSB celebrat-

ed what had 
happened in 
20 years as a 
convention 
and promised 
to build on 
that in the next 
20 years and 
beyond.

In addi-
tion, ten new 

churches were welcomed into the CCSB 
family, including, for the first time, one 
from New Brunswick—a first for that 
province.

We’re not independent Baptists,” said 
National Ministry Leader Gerry Taillon 
at the Tuesday night session.  “We’re 
Baptists that are interdependent . . .We’re 
in this together.  We cannot afford to do it 
alone any longer.”

Taillon affirmed the trend of churches 
reaching out to each other.  He said the 
CCSB staff cannot help every church, but 
rather, “We are to help churches strength-
en churches.”

Bow Valley Baptist Church described 
how members reached out to a Calgary 
church which was hurting.

New churches seated at the convention 
include:

• Alpine Christian Fellowship, 
Canmore, AB

• Bethel Romanian Baptist Church, 
Kitchener, ON

• Big Rock Baptist Fellowship, 
Okotoks, AB

• First Nations Baptist Church, 
Saskatoon, SK

• Gateway Baptist Church, Surrey, BC
• Gospel Light Baptist Church, 

Halifax, NS
• Immanuel Christian Fellowship, 

Vancouver, BC
• The Potter’s House Church, Beaver 

Dam, NB
• The Sanctuary, Oakville, 

ON
• Victoria Christian 

Fellowship, Victoria, BC
Ben Marshall, CCSB 

Foundation executive direc-
tor, reported that for the first 
time the foundation has two 
million dollars under man-
agement.  The returns are 
over $120,000 in 35 funds.

Photos:
1 – Allen Schmidt, CCSB’s first execu-
tive director, gives a vignette about the 
early years of the convention.
2 – Youth wash windows in Cochrane as 
an act of kindness.
3 – Mikala O’Brien makes friends with a 
RCMP horse at the Wednesday picnic.
4 – Dick Hale, pastor of Worsley Baptist 
Church, Worsley, AB, visits with Jack 
and Bonna Conner, special guests at the 
convention.
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Garden Park Baptist Church in north-
west Winnipeg and New Life Sanctuary 

(formerly Friendship Baptist 
Church) in Headingley, on 

Winnipeg’s western border.
This relationship is one 

of the first immediate 
results of a partnership 
inaugurated last year 
between KNCSB and 
the CCSB. A central 

feature of that agree-
ment is a commitment to 
start new churches and 

strengthen existing works in 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba.



23The Baptist Horizon - 25th Anniversary Special Edition - May 2013

Church reaches second-generation Canadians
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By Frank Stirk
VANCOUVER—A Canadian 

Southern Baptist church in East 
Vancouver is helping to halt the exodus 
of second-generation Korean Canadians 
from their parents’ church.  And in the 
process, it is attracting non-Koreans as 
well.

“Our parents, because of language 
and culture, had to be exclusive.  But 
the second-generation has no reason to 
be exclusive,” said Yong Kim, pastor of 
Immanuel Christian Fellowship.  “We 
have every reason and potential and 
opportunity to be inclusive.  And this is 
what we are going for.”

Four years ago, Kim started Immanuel 
by taking what had been the English 
ministry of Korean Baptist Church and 
turning it into a completely independent 
church whose only formal connection 
with its mother church is that the two 
share the same building.

Ray Woodard, Capilano Southern 
Baptist Association’s church planting 
coach, commends KBC’s first-generation 
leadership for blessing and even encour-
aging this new venture.

“They’ve chosen to risk setting their 
young people free to establish their own 
church,” Woodard said.

Kim believes the leaders agreed to 
entrust him with their children partly 
because he himself is Korean and they 
respect him for his years of service to the 
Korean church community.

“We’ve 
had English 
ministry 
pastors 
who were 
Caucasian or 
not married.  
They had a 
little bit of 
a hard time, 
actually, with 
the parents,” 
he said.  “But 
when I came 
to the church, 
I was in my 
late 40s, and 
I knew a lot 
of the church 
members.”

Kim came convinced that something 
needed to be done to hold onto the young 
people who were frustrated that their 
elders “didn’t give them the space or 
opportunity to grow.”

At the same time, he saw in them a 
huge potential for cross-cultural ministry.

“They know the Canadian culture, but 
of course they also understand something 
about their mother culture as well,” he 
said.  “So I felt that these people can be 
really awesome, awesome missionaries.  
They’ve experienced cultural tensions 
already.”

And since they are more likely to have 
friends and spouses who are not Korean, 
Immanuel now has among its 80 or so 
members, people who are Vietnamese, 
Filipino, 
Salvadoran, First 
Nations and Anglo 
Canadian.

Their out-
reach includes 
Vancouver’s inner 
city—Kim also 
pastors Community 
of Hope, a store-
front church not far 
from the Downtown 
Eastside—regular 
mission trips to the 
First Nations com-
munity of Alert Bay 
on Vancouver Island, 
and next year: China.

Daniel So is ordained at ICF, an example of the progress that the 
church is making in reaching second-generation Korean Canadians.

The young people’s band leads worship at Immanuel’s 
fellowships.

Woodard is eager for other ethnic SB 
churches to “see the great benefits that 
have been reaped by this congregation” 
in a way it has met the issues facing the 
second generation.

“I don’t think there’s an awareness of 
the pressures that some of these young 
people are feeling,” said Woodard.  
“That’s not a disservice to the generation 
that goes before.  This is just an alterna-
tive that has worked in a significant way 
to reach more people.”

What Immanuel has done also seems 
to have caught the attention of some 
of the other 100 Korean churches in 
Vancouver, regardless of denomination, 
that are facing similar problems involv-
ing their second generation.

“I get a lot of phone calls from within 
the Korean Christian community,” said 
Kim.  “I think they’re sort of looking to 
us as far as their future second-generation 
ministry goes.  I think we are the only 
church that has a church-within-a-church 
model.”

With two-thirds of Capilano 
Association’s 50 churches comprising 
either Chinese or Korean congregations, 
Woodard said it is “a priority issue” that 
others at least be aware of Immanuel’s 
success as a second-generation church.

“Immanuel is a viable model to those 
who choose to try it,” he said.  “And I 
will try to get the help and the resources 
for them to accomplish that.  This is one 
of the models that we’ll use, definitely.”

Immanuel Christian Fellowship plans 
to move into its own facility in 2007.
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Romanian church: builds, grows, blesses others
By Debbie Shelton

Churches may meet in schools, com-
munity centres, homes or store fronts. 
When a congregation sees the need for a 
more permanent meeting place the chal-
lenge of finding a building can become 
overwhelming. 

One CCSB church met some seeming-
ly insurmountable problems. The people 
persevered in prayer and gave sacrificial-
ly. They were also blessed with help from 
other churches. 

Their story began in 1997. Three 
Romanian families gathered regularly 
for prayer and fellowship. The group, 
whose desire was to reach a specific 
people-group for Christ—the Romanian 
population (over 30,000) in greater 
Montreal—soon decided to form The 
First Romanian Baptist Church of 
Montreal. 

In the fall of 2001 the congrega-
tion located a building they wanted to 
purchase. Their pastor, Daniel Marian, 
described the location as, “an old restau-
rant in a very strategic position, on a 
main street in Laval—a city on the edge 
of Montreal—near the subway and be-
side a high school.” The First Romanian 
Baptist Church of Montreal is growing 

and ministering to Romanian 
families in the greater 
Montreal area. 

Initially, the church had 
some difficulty arranging 
financing for the $120,000 
purchase price. The bank 
required a 50 percent down 
payment. 

The congregation, which 
then had a membership of 
almost 30 people, gave 
sacrificially and raised 
$54,000. An Alberta CCSB church 
gave them $5,600 to complete the down 
payment. The building was purchased, in 
November of 2001. 

Initially the congregation planned to 
renovate and expand the old restaurant 
but there were some problems with an 
unmarked sewage pipe that required 
demolition of the building. 

As more funds—$126,000—were 
raised and plans were made to rebuild, 
the congregation met on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons at another facility. 

During the construction of the new 
building, cooperation and support from 
other churches were a blessing. Most 
of the work was performed by church 

members and other volunteers—a Baptist 
church from Tennessee and a Romanian 
Baptist church from New York. 

The first service in the new build-
ing— which can seat 200 people— was 
November 3, 2003. 

The congregation is now comprised of 
40 members who have “a strong minis-
try to Romanian immigrants,” said their 
pastor, Daniel Marian. 

“The church members welcome newly 
arriving countrymen into their homes 
until they find their own residences,” 
Marian added. 

The church continues to grow. Their 
January worship service attendance 
averaged 70.

CCSB launches new web page @ ccsb.ca
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The First Romanian Baptist Church of Montreal is growing and 

ministering to Romanian families in the greater Montreal area.

By Brad Daily
CCSB Communications Director

Most of us have had to pack up and move 
at least once during our lifetime: we 

leave our apartment for another one closer 
to work, or buy that house we have always 
dreamed of. 

Have you ever noticed how much harder it 
is to move the longer you stay in one place? 
The more stuff accumulates, the more you 
realize what a pain it would be to move and 
the easier it is to stay put for one more year.

Websites are remarkably similar. Our 
previous CCSB website was launched late in 
2003 and I didn’t dream that our next re-launch 
would be four years later. Things piled up, 
more and more content accumulated and as 
each year went by it was easier to wait one 
more year. 

To make a long story short, here we are 
knocking on the door of 2008 and a brand new 
ccsb.ca has finally emerged.

The wait was worth it though, as e-quip.
net—the CCSB’s online learning community—
taught us valuable lessons on how to present 

and manage content. We have also had time 
to solidify our new branding strategy (logos 
and share, start, strengthen and send 
colours) now displayed on the new website. 

Lastly, our new central database is now 
directly connected to ccsb.ca, meaning that 
when information, such as church contacts, 
staff names and events, is changed in one 
place it is reflected on our website as well.

There are two features in particular that 
I want to highlight: the search function and 
integration with e-quip.net.
Our new search functionality: Often, search 
is relegated to the bottom or side of a website 
and is advertised as a last resort when looking 
for content. After observing how people were 
using our old website, we concluded that 
everyone used it differently. Placing search 
front and centre takes the guesswork out of 
finding content.

Think of the first time you go to an office 
for an appointment. You are there to see a 
specific person, but don’t have any idea where 

the person’s office is. So, do you go roaming 
the halls knocking on doors? Of course not, 
you ask the receptionist. In the same manner, 
our search acts as a virtual receptionist for our 
site, allowing you to quickly find what you are 
looking for instead of resorting to the “click and 
hope” method.
Integration with equip.net: Over the last few 
years, e-quip.net has become a vital resource 
for leaders in search of just-on-time training. 
Our new website now prominently displays 
e-quip content on nearly every page, and the 
presentations listed are directly related to the 
content of that particular page. 

This connection between e-quip and ccsb.ca 
is the first in a series of steps to bring tighter 
integration between ccsb.ca and our other web 
projects, all with the focus of bringing the best 
training and resources to you, the user.

As always, we welcome your comments and 
feedback on our new site. Feel free to email 
me at bdaily@ccsb.ca, and enjoy the new 
ccsb.ca.
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Convention votes name change to CNBC
By Harold Campbell
CHARLOTTETOWN, PE—Messen-
gers to the Canadian Convention of 
Southern Baptists annual convention 
overwhelmingly voted to change the 
convention’s name to the Canadian 
National Baptist Convention, culminat-
ing a process that began four 
years ago.

A total of 136 
messengers, along with 
148 guests, registered for 
the June 30-July 2 convention at the 
University of Prince Edward Island in 
Charlottetown.

In balloting on the new name, 86 
percent voted in favor of the change; 
14 percent against.

“We’re still Southern Baptists, that 
did not change,” said Gerry Taillon, 
CNBC national ministry leader, 

addressing messengers and guests at 
the convention.

“Our relationships with Southern 
Baptist churches, associations and 
agencies are just as solid as ever.”

In an interview following the 
convention, Taillon said the change 

was needed to establish 
the Canadian convention’s 
identity, noting, “It was 
necessary to clear up 

confusion with the uninitiated who 
come to all the wrong ideas of who we 
are.”

Taillon told the messengers that 
each of the four words in the new 
name holds significance:

• Canadian as the identity for the 
convention.

• National as the scope for the con-
vention’s churches across Canada.

• Baptist as the convention’s heri-
tage and belief system.

• Convention as the way the organi-
zation works together.

The convention’s new name in 
French will also have the same CNBC 
acronym: Convention Nationale 
Baptiste Canadienne.

The vote was the second and final 
vote on changing the convention’s 
name. In the first vote 97 percent of 
the messengers at the CCSB’s annual 
convention in Richmond, British 
Columbia, last July voted in favor of 
the change.

The Canadian convention’s 
constitution requires two votes for 
changes to the document.

To read the full article download the August 
2008 edition from the Baptist Horizon archives 
at cnbc.ca.

Messengers stand to read the Church to 

Church Covenant.

By Harold Campbell
CHARLOTTETOWN, PE—Churches 
and pastors don’t have to face their 
mission, ministry and struggles alone.

That is the message the Canadian 
National Baptist Convention hopes 
to convey through a church to church 
covenant approved at the convention’s 
annual convention earlier this month 
in Charlottetown, Prince Edward 
Island.

“This is a symbol to churches that 
you are not alone,” said Bob Shelton, 
CNBC church strengthening team 
leader. “We’re in a covenant together. 
That is the way God designed it to be.”

Jeff Christopherson, outgoing CNBC 
president, said at the convention that 
the covenant defines the “substance” of 
where Canadian Southern Baptists are 
heading.

“This is the most important thing 
we’re going to vote on in this year’s 
convention,” he said. “This is the most 
important thing we’ve voted on in 
many, many years.”

The covenant asks churches to 
make five commitments:
• To affirm the church as God’s prima-

ry vehicle for advancing His king-

dom by committing to share Christ, 
send missionaries and start and 
strengthen churches, connecting 
churches in association and valuing 
the contribution of each church as 
unique and significant.

• To honour the rich heritage God 
has given us by upholding a com-
mitment to the CNBC Statement of 
Faith, being on mission with other 
Canadian Southern Baptist church-
es and partnering with Southern 
Baptist agencies and churches.

• To practice God’s desire for inter-de-
pendence by realizing churches can 
do more together than alone, accept-
ing responsibility for one another 
and giving sacrificially through the 
Cooperative Program.

• To welcome God’s protection found 
in accountability by initiating dia-
logue with churches and leaders in 
time of need, welcoming assistance 
of churches and leaders in time of cri-
sis and praying together for forgive-
ness and restoration in times of moral 
failure and spiritual distress.

• To protect the unity of CNBC church-
es by praying for one another, refus-
ing to gossip or compete with one 
another and demonstrating Christ-like 
unity and love to one another.

“This isn’t so much a legal document 
as it is a relational document, a 
covenant that we will work 
together,” Shelton said. “It reflects 
where we want to go as a convention.”

While messengers approved the 
document at this year’s annual 
convention, an implementation process 
will be worked out by the National 
Leadership Board in its November 
meeting.

“We would like all churches 
to buy into it, but especially new 
congregations,” he said. “We feel like 
this represents our core values.”

To read the full article download the August 
2008 edition from the Baptist Horizon archives 
at cnbc.ca.

CNBC churches and pastors are ‘not alone’
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COCHRANE—In March the CNBC na-
tional staff hosted Focus 2009, a meeting 
designed to communicate the mission, 
vision and values of the CNBC as well as 
dialogue with those in attendance. 

From this gathering of field staff and 
key leaders, five key emphases emerged for 
2009 and beyond.

Church Planting: We continue to believe 
God has given us the vision of planting 
1,000 healthy, reproducing, cooperating 
churches by the year 2020. The Start Team 
has a well-defined strategy and continues 
to discover church starting advocates to 
help carry out this vision. 

Evangelism: We are asking God for 
100,000 baptisms. After much discussion 
with those in attendance we sensed we 
should continue to pursue this goal. There 
are many challenges, but God is beginning 

to stir the hearts of many of our leaders. 
For this goal to become a reality we are 
asking God to create a movement. Action 
52 is one of the key strategies for seeing 
the fulfillment of this goal.

Associations: There is a new sense 
of cooperation and partnership between 
associations and the national staff. From 
a national perspective there is a desire to 
add value and find ways to encourage and 
strengthen local associations. We realize 
that each association is at a different stage 
of development and hope that established 
associations will help those emerging.

Cooperative Program (CP): CP giving 
has continued to grow at a steady rate over 
the last 10 years. While this growth is 
celebrated, and is an indication of support 
of the CNBC vision, approximately 50 
percent of our churches do not give to 

the CP. Our desire is to do a better job of 
communicating in the heart language of 
our churches to help them discover that we 
can do more together than any one church 
can do on its own. 

Covenant: Each of these priorities will 
become a reality if our churches and lead-
ers learn to live in the spirit of the “Church 
to Church Covenant,” adopted at our 2008 
convention. Our mission statement says, 
“We are churches in covenant, giving 
ourselves away to advance the kingdom of 
God.”

For the above things to happen there 
must be strategic communication among 
national staff, associations, churches and 
local leaders. We must engage in meaning-
ful dialogue as to how God would have us 
cooperate and work together, in the spirit 
of our covenant.

Five key emphases emerge from Focus 2009

By Mark Puckett
MARGAREE VALLEY, NS—Cape Breton’s 
Cabot Trail is world-renown for its 
spectacular scenery. Tourists come from 
around the world to take in the breath-
taking views. However, on the five-hour 
drive around the Cabot Trail, you will not 
pass a single evangelical church except 
the Margaree Valley Baptist Church. That 
brings a burden and responsibility that the 
Margaree Church does not take lightly.

Under the leadership of Senior Pastor 

Church takes gospel around the Cabot Trail
Hugh Morrison and Outreach Pastor Pierre 
Chiasson, the Margaree Church is reaching 
around the Cabot Trail with Bible studies 
in communities all across the western half 
of Cape Breton island.

A Bible study in the town of Badeck 
is now a church, led by Pastor Morrison, 
while they look for a pastor of their own. 
The Badeck work sees a worship atten-
dance in the 40s and is already multi-
plying itself as one of their leaders is 
leading a Bible study in the community of 
Goose Cove further up the Cabot Trail.

Margaree is also leading Bible studies in 
the communities of Cheticamp, Inverness, 
Port Hood, and Middle River. So much 
outreach is needed because churches are 
closing all along the Trail. Twenty-five 
churches have shut their doors in the past 
four years. Morrison says, “That has left a 
real spiritual vacuum.”

Established in 1835, the Margaree 
Church has a long history of addressing 
the spiritual needs of western Cape Breton 
island. The church is probably the oldest in 
the Canadian National Baptist Convention 
(CNBC), yet one of the newest affiliated 
members. They were unaffiliated with any 
Baptist body until joining the CNBC in 
2008. 

Regarding the decision to affiliate, 
Pastor Hugh said, “I wanted to connect 

with other churches 
and church leaders. We 
felt isolated. Whenever 
we met with leaders 
from the CNBC we 
felt refreshed and were 
encouraged.”

Hugh also consid-
ers the resources and 
networking the CNBC 
provides to be a bless-
ing. Last November, Dave Storey from 
Miramichi Valley Church in Doaktown, 
New Brunswick led a men’s retreat for the 
church. This May, Connie Cavanaugh from 
Alberta led a women’s retreat. Hugh says 
both events were very well received by 
their people. 

CNBC national leaders Gerry Taillon, 
Bob Shelton, and Gary Smith have also 
spoken at the church and helped give them 
a sense of connection to God’s greater 
work across Canada. 

“Their input helps give us a sense of 
balance,” says Hugh. “Left all to ourselves, 
it can become easy to get off track with 
nothing but our own ideas.” 

Working together with the CNBC and 
East Coast Baptist Association, the Mar-
garee Church hopes to continue taking the 
gospel around the Cabot Trail and to all of 
Cape Breton Island.

Hugh Morrison
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Cuba:  more than a honeymoon location!

By Peter Blackaby
Partnership & Volunteer Ministry Leader

Canada has a special relationship 
with Cuba. We export food, prod-

ucts, honeymooners, and tourists to the 
island nation. We are also one of only 
two Western Hemisphere countries who 
have maintained uninterrupted diplo-
matic relations with Cuba for the past 
fifty years.

The CNBC has a special relationship 
with Cuban Baptists. While some dif-

ferences such as language and 
culture are obvious, we have 
many similarities. The CNBC 
has partnered with both the 
Eastern Cuba Baptist Conven-
tion and Western Cuba Baptist 
Convention for many years, 
and is now discussing ways of 
expanding these partnerships.

In May, a team of seven 
individuals from the CNBC will 
be travelling to Cuba. The team 
includes Gerry Taillon, Rick 
Lamothe and myself, represent-
ing the CNBC, and four pastors 
or lay missions leaders from 

different churches in Toronto, Calgary, 
and Vancouver. The CNBC leaders will 
be meeting with Cuban Baptist leaders 
to discuss our expanding partnership. 

The CNBC church leaders will also 
be exploring specific ways that their 
churches can partner with Cuban 
churches or ministries. One other Cal-
gary church has already partnered with 
a specific ministry on the island through 
a previous trip. We look forward to 

reporting our discoveries and points of 
connection at our CNBC Convention in 
Toronto in July.

God is doing exciting things in and 
through our Cuban Baptist friends. 
There is so much that we can learn 
from them and there is so much that 
each one of our churches has to offer 
in return. 

In the coming seasons, CNBC 
churches will have the opportunity to 
make a “Cuban Connection.” That is, an 
intentional commitment and partnership 
between a CNBC church and a Cuban 
Baptist local church or ministry. In the 
meantime, your church may want to 
consider 40 days of prayer for Cuba. 
Prayer guides in English and Spanish 
are available on the Cuban Connection 
link at cnbcGO.com. 

Exciting days are ahead as we look 
south to Cuba!

El Rápido: Cuba’s national fast food chain in Santiago de Cuba

By Robert Pinkston
IMB missionary serving in Quebec

The term ‘Buckets of Hope for Haiti’ 
gained new meaning for me as I was able 
to lead a team of nine students/young 
adults to Port-au-Prince, Haiti, to do 
disaster relief following their devastating 
earthquake on January 12. Upon entering 
Port-au-Prince, I was shocked at the dev-
astation. Many houses had been flattened 
like pancakes. Others had severe cracks 
and structural damage.

Even while responding to God’s call to 

Term “Buckets of Hope for Haiti” gains new meaning
go, we had many unanswered questions. 
How would we find food and shelter? How 
would we get around? Would it be safe? 
What would we be doing? 

We arrived Saturday, February 27, and 
found that God was already there! We 
were greeted by the Crisis Management 
Team of First Baptist Church Carrefour, 
Port-au-Prince. The Crisis Management 
team had already done a thorough assess-
ment of their 1,000 plus members. 

They knew where we would be sleeping 
(in tents on the cement roof of the church), 
what we would be eating and what we 
would be doing! Nine men of the team 
had committed to sleep at the church to 
ensure our security. The CM Team quickly 
set out the strategy for our disaster relief 
team. The greatest need was for our team 
to clear the rubble and broken walls of the 
most affected houses, so that these fami-
lies could begin to rebuild. 

It was heart wrenching the first day, as 
we climbed the side of a hill to the home 
of an elderly couple. Most of their cement 

house was gone, with the exception of a 
couple of walls. One of these walls had a 
Bible verse written on it. 

We spent the day clearing the rubble, 
right down to the foundation. It was hot, 
hard work, but not a single member of the 
team complained. We worked tirelessly to 
the point of exhaustion. When I felt I could 
work no longer, the elderly lady emerged 
from a shack to announce they had made 
us lunch! 

From a people with so little and who 
have been through so much, comes a 
deep generosity and love for God. I was 
humbled as I ate my share of rice and 
beans. We left late that afternoon. The 
elderly couple had their area cleaned 
and a temporary shelter over their heads. 
While they expressed their gratitude, it 
was us who thanked the Lord for the les-
sons in resilience and Christ-likeness that 
we had learned from them.

To read the full article download the April-May 
2010 edition from the Baptist Horizon archives 
at cnbc.ca.Volunteers clean up rubble in Haiti.
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Change is not always bad
By Gerry Taillon
National Ministry Leader

Last year was a year filled with 
change and many adjustments 

to the operation and strategies of the 
CNBC. The changes at the North Amer-
ican Mission Board (NAMB) and the 
reduction of the Cooperative Program 
receipts have obliged us to make many 
critical adjustments that have impacted 
the ministries and functioning of the 
CNBC. The result of these adjustments 
will have positive and negative con-
sequences for our ability to help and 
support our churches.

The bad news is that with the Coop-
erative Program receipts lessening by 
$60,000 last year and $35,000 so far 
this year we have been forced to cut 
major funds for support and adminis-
trative services to our churches across 
Canada. There is no more room to cut. 

We are operating now in a bare 
bones budget and more cuts will dra-
matically affect our ability to serve our 
churches and deliver the services they 
need to function well. We have tried to 
resist every temptation to cut field fund-
ing and have been successful so far, but 
it must be noted that further reductions 
in the Cooperative Program will result in 
being obliged to cut in the field. 

The best answer to this dilemma 
is to reverse the trend and increase 
the funds given to the Cooperative 
Program. We must seek ways to 
encourage churches who do not give to 
begin giving, even if their giving starts at 
a very low percentage of their general 
offering. We must also encourage 
churches who are giving less than 
10 percent to gradually increase their 
percentage giving till it reaches 10 
percent. We must also make sure 
that our new churches begin the habit 
of giving 10 percent of their general 
offering as soon as they begin to collect 
a general offering. 

The good news is that as a result 
of new NAMB policies and strategies, 
our church planting efforts will increase 
dramatically in the next few years. The 
addition of fully funded regional church 
planting catalysts (7) who have been 
deployed across Canada will enable us 
to have personnel who are focused on 
helping to start new churches. These 
new churches will be fully contribut-
ing partners with the CNBC and will 
increase our capacity to reach Canada 
for Christ. 

We are also restructuring our teams 
in the CNBC under the four vital signs 
of healthy churches. They are: New 

Believers, New Disciple-Makers, New 
Communities of Faith, Transformed 
Communities. We will add to these 
four vital 
sign initia-
tives three 
support 
activities: 
Equip, 
Send and 
Facilitate. 
Our cur-
rent structure: Share, Start, Strengthen, 
Send, and Support will be replaced by 
these four new vital signs and three 
support initiatives. This will enable us to 
structure for the local church. 

Our thrust will be to organize our-
selves so that we can help existing 
churches and church plants to see 
these four vital signs become a reality 
in their local church. Our strategies for 
church plants and for existing churches 
will be the same and will focus on 
helping all our churches see these vital 
signs in their local context. This will 
mean reworking our websites, Annual 
Church Profile, delivery of services, pro-
grams and meetings, strategies, consul-
tations and training, and our materials 
and online delivery systems.

To read the full article download the 
September 2011 edition from the Baptist 
Horizon archives at cnbc.ca.
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By Frank Stirk
CALGARY, AB  —For CNBC National  
Ministry Leader Gerry Taillon, the 
imminent opening of a new national 
office in the Greater Toronto Area is 
“a dream come true.”

“It is an incredible accomplishment 
in Canada for a denomination to start 
in the West and spread right over to 
the East,” he told the CNBC’s annual 
Convention held at Richmond Hill 
Baptist Church in Calgary July 5-7. 
“That is very, very rare, if you know 
Baptist history in Canada. And we 
have seen God do that.”

The office, at 2512 Bristol Circle 
in Oakville, is expected to open in 
September. It will operate as the 
office of the NAMB Canada Region—
created as a result of a restructur-

CNBC/NAMB open new Eastern Canada office
ing of the North American Mission 
Board, making Canada one of five 
new regions—as well as that of CNBC 
church planting and mobilization per-
sonnel.

“The way this is working,” said 
Taillon, “is all of the NAMB Canada 
Region staff are also part of the CNBC 
team in the same way that our IMB 
missionaries in Canada are paid by the 
IMB, but they’re also part of the CNBC 
team. 

“So the operating principle here 
really is that we have many sources of 
funding for all kinds of people, but we 
form one team.”

Start team leader Jeff Christopherson, 
who is also now the NAMB vice-
president responsible for the Canada 
Region, insists the Oakville office will 

be on a par with the Cochrane office.
“It’s the CNBC in two places,” he 

said. “So even though church plant-
ing and mobilization are two specific 
mandates, we’re going to be doing 
more than that, because we’re going 
to be sort of the physical presence of 
the CNBC in that part of the country.”

“Having an office there is strategic 
to be able to be on the front line 
of where many churches are 
needed based on population,” said 
mobilization director Peter Blackaby. 
“It puts us close to two of the three 
largest cities in Canada, Toronto and 
Montreal.”

To read the full article download the 
September 2011 edition from the Baptist 
Horizon archives at cnbc.ca.
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COCHRANE,AB (BP)—E-quip.net was 
initiated by the CNBC about a decade ago 
to meet a need among leaders who were 
looking for flexible leadership training 
options.

Today, e-quip.net offers over 600 
videos. Anyone, anywhere can watch the 
presenters and follow their PowerPoint 
presentations as if they were sitting in a 
conference room together.

The traditional method for training 
leaders is to designate a time and a 
location and to coordinate schedules 
and travel plans to ensure that everyone 
is present to receive the material as it is 
delivered in person.

But with modern technology, such 
presentations can be captured on video 
for people to access online. Gerry Taillon, 
CNBC national ministry leader, said this 

type of training doesn’t replace face-to-
face training, but it does help us to maxi-
mize the impact of on-site training.

“Bivocational people who don’t have 
time to attend conferences could do this 
after work. Students could do it after 
school,” Tallion said. “Professionals who 
are tied up with all kinds of engagements 
and commitments could actually do this 
anytime they want. Anyone could have 
access anytime, anywhere.”

Bob Shelton, CNBC, Equip Team 
Leader said, “Our thought is that if we 
spend money on doing conferences, why 
not multiply those training opportunities. 
Even if you get 50 people to come to a 
conference, you miss out on a large por-
tion of your constituents. So we capture 
the conference and share it again and 
leverage it across the world.”

Topics addressed on e-quip.net are 
theology, leadership, marriage and 
family, sharing Christ, starting churches 
and strengthening churches, worship, 
preaching and much more. Several 
videos are in Spanish, and after the 
Annual Convention in Montreal there will 
be some in French.

Because e-quip.net is supported 
through the Cooperative Program, it is 
free to all users.

“I really think this is the future of train-
ing, not that face-to-face training isn’t 
important,” Taillon said. “It is. But the key 
issue is that we want to get training out to 
as many people as possible.”

To read the full article download the May 2012 
edition from the Baptist Horizon archives at 
cnbc.ca.

Free online leadership training available at e-quip.net

By Frank Stirk
MONTREAL—Canadian National Baptists 
are now partners with a new relief and 
development organization mandated to 
alleviate poverty in Canada and around 
the world. The official launch of Canadian 
Global Response (CGR) took place at the 
CNBC Convention here in July.

“I travel a lot, and I’ve seen the dispar-
ity. It’s so sad to see a small percentage 
of the global community so affluent, with 
all kinds of blessings, while the 
rest, in many cases, 
barely have water,” 
said CGR executive 
director Abraham 
Shepherd.

“I’m hoping Canadian 
Global Response will challenge 
Canadians to take on the task of sharing 
in love and humility these blessings with 
the destitute, the poor and the needy.”

CGR, he added, will adopt “a holistic 
approach” to attacking poverty by 
engaging in both short-term disaster 
relief and longer-term community 
development. 

“It will work on enabling individuals 
and communities to achieve a dignified, 
sustainable, reproducible solution to their 
needs,” he said. “That’s really what our 

Canadian Global Response launched at CNBC Convention
focus will be.”

Earlier this year, the Canada Revenue 
Agency approved CGR as an officially 
recognized charitable organization for 
the delivery of humanitarian aid. With its 
working relationship with the CNBC now 
also in place, it can start getting itself 
organized, as well as begin to build public 
awareness, train volunteers, and raise 
funds.

Its own website (www.canadian-
globalresponse.ca) is also currently 
under construction.

“CGR will focus more 
on the volunteer spirit and 
minimal overhead,” Shep-
herd said. “We want to see 

the giving go towards the actual work of 
helping people in need.”

Under this new arrangement, the 
CNBC will expand its ability to show 
God’s love in action in times of crisis, 
while maintaining its existing partner-
ships.

“We welcome all caring people,” 
Shepherd said. “And Canada has a good 
reputation. It can access a lot of places 
and areas where our partners cannot.”

“We’re leaving ourselves a tiny little 
opening here to work with other people, 
if we need to,” said National Ministry 

Leader Gerry Taillon. “But that doesn’t 
mean we don’t want to partner with 
NAMB and Baptist Global Response. 
We’re so closely tied to Southern Baptists 
that they are our primary partners in 
everything.”

CGR is incorporating the CNBC’s 
disaster relief program.

 “Those who have already been 
trained and deployed and have min-
istered under Disaster Relief, if they 
choose to, will be able to easily move 
over to CGR, because their credentials 
will automatically transfer,” said Mobiliza-
tion Team Leader Peter Blackaby. 

With CGR now officially up and run-
ning, the onus is now on CNBC churches 
and individuals to support it financially.

“This is our organization to give to. 
We can know that these people are 
in tune with our values,” said Taillon. 
“We’re hoping that it really grows, that 
it becomes a major emphasis in our 
churches. I think the young people will 
seize on this.”

“When that happens, and the work of 
CGR actually begins to make a differ-
ence; when I see how many people 
around the world will be touched and 
loved and cared for, that will excite me.” 
Shepherd says.

http://www.canadianglobalresponse.ca
http://www.canadianglobalresponse.ca
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By Mel Cruikshank
On May 10, 2011, the Canadian National 

Baptist Convention (CNBC) formalized a 
partnership with the Eastern Cuba Baptist 
Convention (CBCOr). The CNBC commit-
ted to have our churches pray for Cuba, 
partner with churches and evangelism pro-
jects in Cuba and become actively involved 
“on mission” in Cuba.

On the night of October 24, 2012, the 
people of Eastern Cuba were urged, 
through radio and television, to protect 
themselves, to find strong houses and 
buildings for refuge, as a hurricane was 
headed straight for Santiago de Cuba.

Into the early morning hours Hurricane 
Sandy blasted across Eastern Cuba caus-
ing incredible damage.

The CNBC/ CBCOr partnership has 
taken on more urgency in the last few 
months as the poverty of Cuba makes 
it very difficult for individuals to recover 
after such a disaster. Most people survive 
on a monthly income of about $25. The 
Cuban government is putting resources 
into repairing the electrical grid, providing 
water, and clearing roads but almost no 
aid is available for repair of individual 
homes and none for church buildings. 

Much damage is not being 
repaired because there 
is simply no money for 
supplies.

We began to receive 
word through Western Cuba 
that Hurricane Sandy had 
impacted large areas of 
Eastern Cuba with some 
communities being utterly 
devastated.

Out of the tragedy, God 
has opened doors for Chris-
tians to minister in Cuba. Disaster Relief 
teams from the Western Baptist Conven-
tion of Cuba, that had been trained by 
Baptist Global Response (BGR), imme-
diately moved into the area surrounding 
Santiago. Within days BGR provided 
$40,000 for relief efforts. 

As local Baptists met immediate needs, 
leaders from the Baptist Convention of 
Western Cuba loaded a truck with rice 
that they had stored for a hurricane and 
sent it with other foodstuffs, purified water 
and other supplies.

Despite their losses, Cuban Baptists 
in Santiago are reaching out to the 
community, according to International 

Mission Board (IMB) representatives and 
area pastors.

“The great thing is, even in the midst 
of all the challenges and difficulties that 
are being faced right now, a lot of the 
pastors we’ve been able to speak to 
and the members of their churches just 
immediately began to step up to the plate,” 
said an IMB representative who travels 
frequently to Cuba. “Even though they 
themselves had a lot of loss and a lot of 
damage, they’ve been coming together to 
try to help people in the community.”

To read the full article download the February 
2013 edition from the Baptist Horizon archives 
at cnbc.ca.

Despite their losses, ... Cuban Baptists ... reach out to the community 
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Cesar, David, Rebecca, Mary and Samuel Parra

By Elaine Phillips
“Spain. The word I most loved to 
hear since the day I was told we were 
going there,” writes Rebecca, ten-year-
old daughter of Cesar and Mary Parra, 
CNBC/IMB missionaries to Spain.
Preparation 

The Parras spent eight weeks in the 
United States for training before moving 

to Spain. They heard 
unforgettable speak-
ers who touched their 
hearts and encouraged 
them to serve God at all 
costs, to walk with the 
Lord every day, share 
the gospel and make 
disciples of all nations 
as a way of life. 

Cesar writes, “God 
polished our missionary 

shoes with His Word, armed us with joy, 
love and hope, and developed in us a 
passion for the lost world through the 
Holy Spirit.” 

He says the children also received 
training, memorizing scripture, learning 
how to evangelize and studying their 
people group. 

Part of their training was to visit the 

city and get into conversations with lost 
people. Cesar started with a bus driver 
who was a believer; he shared that he 
had been away from the church for years 
because he felt he didn’t need it. Cesar 
asked him if he likes his job. “I love it!” he 
responded. Then Cesar asked if he loves 
Jesus, to which he replied loudly, “Of 
course—He is my Saviour!” Cesar gently 
told him, “Brother, if you love Jesus, you 
cannot love Him without His church; you 
need the body of Christ. It’s like you love 
being a bus driver but you won’t get in 
a bus!” Cesar says the man understood 
and promised to look for a church! 
Departure 

Cesar and Mary finally left for Spain 
late in 2012. ...

To read the full article download the September 
2013 edition from the Baptist Horizon archives 
at cnbc.ca.
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Despite their losses, ... Cuban Baptists ... reach out to the community Baptist Horizon turns 25 this year
By Elaine Phillips
This year the Baptist Horizon turns 25! In 
honour of this milestone, we interviewed 
the paper himself and posed several ques-
tions. Here are his replies: 
Elaine Phillips [EP]: What is your  
birth date?
Baptist Horizon [BH]: First of all, thank 
you for interviewing me. I feel almost 
human. And I am elated when Canadian 
National Baptists read me. So, when was 
I born? September 1988.

EP: Who was your founding editor? 
Who else worked on publishing you in 
your formative years?
BH: Nancy Carter McGough was my 
founding editor. Catherine Schmidt was 
my typesetter. She was the one who gave 
me shape; she put pictures and words on 
my pages.
Later Debbie Shelton (my current editor) 
took me from the respectable black-and-
white of my early days to the present (and 
may I humbly say remarkable?) full-col-
our news magazine I am today.

EP: Who were some of the important 
people in your life as a toddler? And 
now? 
BH: Karen (Trotter) Hatch was an 
important part of my team, as were 
Joan Bruce, Darcia Hoover and Bonnie 
Carlson. 
Karen gave me my first face-lift.  
(Imagine that at such a young age.) 
Over the years further designers have 
improved my looks. 
Frank Stirk was interim editor for a 
while and wrote excellent articles for 
me. Harold Campbell contributed many 
feature articles which had a real human 
touch. 
And in 2008 you, my dear Elaine Phillips, 
cheerfully revived the former “Glimpses” 
column—as “More Glimpses”—and cur-
rently contribute other articles as needed. 

EP: Was “The Baptist Horizon” always 
your name?
BH: Yes, but it was meant to be a 
temporary name. Nancy and Catherine 
borrowed The Baptist Horizon from 
an earlier series of publications among 
Canadian Southern Baptists (that’s how 
we were known for a long time) from 
October 1954 until around 1975. 
Historian Jim Yoder from Surrey, BC, is 

my most knowledgeable archivist con-
cerning these names and dates.
In my September 1988 issue I invited 
suggestions for a new name. One 
suggestion was “Heavenly Nuggets.” 
Most of our members were happy with the 
Horizon name after all.

EP: Tell me what you remember from 
your early days, when Catherine 
Schmidt worked with Nancy 
McGough and others to prepare you  
for print.
BH: When I began my publishing jour-
ney, the convention was located at the 
Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary. I 
remember how crowded the desks were! 
When we moved to the convention office, 
we had room to spread out a little.
Nancy and Catherine spent many hours 
fitting stories into the allotted spaces 
without having “tombstones” and other 
publishing faux pas.

EP: Do you remember any of these  
faux pas?
BH: Oh, yes. I remember one story about 
Darrell and Dorothy Osborne, Canadian 
missionaries to Nigeria. They were trav-
elling by car when they were ambushed 
by men on motorcycles. Shots were fired 
but thankfully there were no injuries. The 
story was too long for the space, so my 
editors started cutting words. The final 
edition contained an embarrassing error 
in an otherwise serious account of our 
dear friends. None of my proofreaders 
caught the mistake until I came back from 
the printer. By then it was too late.

EP: Tell me about the expectations of 
your early team.
BH: Executive Director Allen Schmidt 
was the guiding force of my existence, but 
I must say he underestimated the work 
required in giving me life. He suggested 
it would take an afternoon to put me 
together and send me out into the world. 
In fact it took several weeks for the first 
edition to reach my readers. The women 
in the office liked to tease him about his 
optimistic forecast.

EP: Some readers and writers have 
shared that you made a positive 
difference in their lives. Can you give 
me an example?
BH: When Gerry and Connie (Cava-
naugh) Taillon moved to Cochrane to 

cnbc

work for 
the CCSB 
(now CNBC), 
Connie 
was looking 

for a way to become 
involved in his ministry. Nancy McGough 
assigned Connie a regular column.
Connie had never published anything 
prior to that, so it was a step of faith 
on Nancy’s part. Thus “Glimpses” was 
born.
Over the next few years, Connie inter-
viewed many unsung heroes in our 
family of churches. The aim of Glimpses 
was to let people in our convention meet 
their relatives and increase the sense 
of community we enjoy at our annual 
convention meetings.
Today Connie credits me for giving her 
the confidence to explore her dream of 
being a writer, a dream God had given 
her decades earlier.

EP: Were there any controversies in 
your earlier years?
BH: Letters to the editor were encour-
aged. Whatever the issue, strong 
opinions were expressed. Writers had 
a safe place to share their views. Some 
people didn’t understand that it was 
important to give both sides, and on 
occasion readers got a bit angry with my 
team and me. I think in the end it was a 
wholesome experience. 

EP What changes have you seen in the 
past quarter-century? What was your 
primary purpose, then and now?
BH: My aim has always been to get 
news from church to church. Over 
the years people have become more 
important than information. That is 
evident in my news magazine format. It 
is an honour being the medium used to 
connect readers across the nation, from 
coast to coast. 
I hope I will be around for many more 
years so that I can share the very best 
news of all: God loves all people and He 
chooses to work through, among others, 
those in Canadian National Baptist 
churches. Big and small, English-speak-
ing, French-speaking, ethnic, all of our 
churches can help one another share 
this great message.
Thanks for talking with me. It is a privi-
lege sharing personally with my readers. 
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